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KEEP CHRISTMAS — “MERRY” ! ! . An Editorial
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: " A man’s home may be his castle — but during the

Christinas Holidays, it is more suseeptible to fire than

at any other time of the year. N :

Because of this intensified fire hazard created by

holiday decorations, all familiesshould have an escape

, plan worked out and rehearsed for use in case of fire.
Lo Parents are urged not to leave children unattended for
even a short period while shopping for last -minute

* . gifts. .

Last year’s death toll from fires in December was -
over 800, with
deaths running way up in the millions. _

~ Part of these staggering losses could be directly
T attributed to Christmas Trees and Decorati
in order to at least eliminate this souree of fire during
. the Christmas Holiday Season, here are some suggest-
jons that should be followed : )
When buying a Christmas Tree — shop around
if necessary — but buy only a fresh tree! Stroke.the
-~ needles on a branch of the tree you are planning to buy
with your hand. If the needles drop from the branch, -
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i the tree is not fresh — so pick out one that doesn’t do
this. S - T

A tree kept out-of-doors will stay fresh much
longer than one in the house. So, if possible, keep your
tree outside until before Christmas ——and- be -syre-”
to put it in a pail of water as soon as you get home with
it.” The tree will “drink” water, and the, water will
help keep the tree fresh and green. . _

When you bring the tree inside the house to decor-

: ate it, put the tree in the coolest part of the room —
away from radiators, hot air ducts, and fireplages.

To help-keep your tree fresh longer, you should
use a tree stand with a metal container that can. be
filled with water. The container should be filled with
water immediately, and then re-filled daily until the
tree is taken down. - -

. Only tree decorations made of glass, metal or

. some other non-combustible material should be placed
on the Christmas Tree. : .

: White plastic foam, a popular material for orna-
ments and centerpieces may seem_fireproof, but in
fact, burns easily and can be ignited by a spark. An-
other fire hazard is created by mixing angel hair and
snow and sprayed on a tree. Both items are advertised
as non-flammable, and are essentially safe when used
alone; however, in combination they become so flam-
mable that a mere touch of flames sends them into a
burst of fire. . : ‘

Check Christmas tree lights before placing them
on the tree to be sure they-are in good operating -con-
dition. Strings of lights with frayed wires or faulty
sockets should be replaced with new ones. (We find .
it ‘most economical to buy a new string of lights right
after Christmas when they are ofi sale — and then
throw the poorest string of lights away when taking
the tree down). S

Christmas tree lights should be turned off at nigh!
— and_— NEVER leave lights on when everyone is
away from home." : :

If you have a metal tree, do not decorate it -with

: Christmas lights as they could cause a short circuit —

i intsead, use an off-the-tree lighting arrangement.

j S And last — but not least — when the needles start.
dropping off the tree, take it down even though you

‘had planned on leaving it up a few days longer.

_ Christmas .wranpings should be removed av
quickly as possible, but they should not be burned in
the fireplace. . .

W Then after following -all these suggestions, have a
Merry Christmas” — without fear of a disastrous fire
over the Holidays ! ! !
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