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. TO KEEP CREE;{T};’_ MBS GREEN'
s L0 A Editorial

It Sﬁlat “ime of year again! Time to- 011 the gar-
dening shexi§, fuel the power mower and saw;put the
. sprayers in order and restock the first-aid kit! . -

. Tn other words, it’s tinre to do somethinig to. prevent
. the annual. deluge ‘ol sprains, fractures, cuts, stings,
burns, Hoisonings- ana hear-fatal and fatal gardemng
‘accidents . — nearly every one of them due to human
error or-thoughtiessness.

" If you want to be admired as a green-thumb gar
dener rather than beeoming a bloodled red ~thumb -

ing -orde:. e Tro 4z

.+ —- Second, read the dii:e_ctions:'. - _f

- — for. “all:tools and pesticides, =

o Tied; Wear clothes shitghle for g i

pee garmerts or jewels toegtchsaﬁ.wls oF bt heg

afid always ‘wear gardexing gloves.

. =% Fourth;-keep children Way from ge:den areae

~ when you are working.id them: -
. Gardenérs are using power -to

ereasingly

ease tie burden of their work.” “These tools mcFude‘ '

electrical trimmers, both battery-operated and those
requiring cords plugged into-household current, power
saws and power mowers, éléctrical and- gasehne-oper-
ated, and mechanical grass cytters.

‘Other than endan gﬁ;mg fingers and toes and a
capacity or hurling rocks and other debris danger-
ously ciose to. eyes, ears, and mouth, battery-operated
tools pose few hazards.

But the plug-in variety tell another story. They
should never be used without a properly grounded
three-wire connection or extension cord. The gardener
must keep a sharp eye on the cord to make sure that-
it do-s not become snarled on machinery and severed
with disastrous results.

Klectrical equipment should never be used in the
rain or when a gardener is standing in water unless he
is weum*g safety rubber footwear and rubber gloves.

-1t is wise to wear safety glasses whether working in
rain or sun.

Regardless of the scurce of power — battery or
electric outlet — switches should-be turned off when-
ever tools are not in use. = If a grass cutter catehies on
-a wire fence, a stone or a twig, shut it off and then dis-
~ Jodge the object; never try to do this: with the motor
“turned or and risk losihg a finger — or worse. And
‘never leave a power tool unattended for little-hands-{c
_ toy with.

As for power mowers, they should niever be_used
when anyone else — adult or child — is nearby because
they can throw stones that harm, maim or kill. If
it becomes necessary .to remove anythmg from the
blades, turn off the motor; never set fingers to~ any -

. moving parts. . "
) Chain saws require special precautlons Your foot-
-ing must be firm lest you lose your balance, and the tool

wreminacae JE30U betkghtmeugb!w,aneuw&wsth«easem
woodsman never works alone; he has someone te-help
him plan his workewateh for falling limbs and help
elear undergrov&b W’ﬂ: Bif-Sxe before the sawing
- begins.—-.. - ) -
A w1de vanety of saws and mowers operate on

RS ga,sohne mqtors These call for still further precau-
f‘- ‘tions.- Tanks should be filled only on bare ground, and

' -a rigid nowsmoklng rule should be observed by those

handling fuel or the machines it runs.

uisher should be kept near the place gasoline-operated

- equipment is stored.

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST — Children should not
be allowed to use any gat'demng tool or to regard any
- tools as toys when they are not in use.

In other words, gardening tools may be. recrea-‘

tional equipment for adults, but they deﬁmtely are not”‘%

meam; for child’s plav'
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