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FIRE PREVENTION EDITORIAL!

Last year, fires killed 491 persons in New York
State alone, injured many more — and destroyed $226
million in property With care, a huge portion of this
shameful waste could have been avoided.

During the week of October 3 - 9, all of us will be

- asked to re-double our efforts to cut down on this enor-
mous toll of life, limb and property.

Fire Prevention Week is “not just another crusade
to be taken lightly.” It was conceived, and.isre
at this time every year, as a deadly serious remirder bo
all Americans that fire prevention is a relatively snnplie
task, but one which must be kept in mind at all timee..
— since statistics show that nearly half of thos¢ who
dled were elther small children or elderly petople.

ab:hty to react qmck}y to: the danger of fire!
How simple it is, fot example, to put out that
cigarette — or match — before discarding it, rather
- than tossing it carelessly aw H perhaps te kindle 2
: fire with consequences you will never forget.

’ How simple to clean out the basement, attic, gar-
: age, and other storage areas — and then keep them frea
i from debris, clutfer, and oily or paint-soaked rags and
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Fire Preventxon Week is a time to think of these
. things: to throw out old newspapers and other un-
. needed collections of combustible materials; to check
‘ — or have a servicemen check — electrical apphancee
and wiring and heating. equipment: It is a time to
pledge ourselves to making fxre prevention a year-

round job.
Matches and smoking, accordmg to studies of
official records, are responsible for one out of every

o ... fiye fires.” )
e T e But don’t let us kid ou:selves the real culprits are -
. PEOPLE — people who are careless Wlth matﬁhes or-

who have less than tidy smoking habits. -
We offer these suggestions to help hold down fires
of such ong'in
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