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_KEEP QHRISTMAS — “MERRY” ! !l An Editorial

A man’s home may be his castle — but during the
Christmas\hojidays, it is more susceptible to fire than
at any othertime of the year.

“Because of this intensified fire hazard created by
holiday decorations, all families should have an escape
“plan worked out and rehearsed for use in case of fire.
Parents are urged not to leave children unat!:ended' for
even a short period while shopping for last minute gifts.

_ - Last year’s-death toll from fires in Decer_nber was
over 800, with the property loss accompanying these
deaths running way up in the millions. .

- Part of these staggering losses could be directly
attributed to Christmas Trees and Decorations. Thus
in order to at least eliminate this source of fire during
the Christmas Holiday Season, here are some sugges-
tions that should be followed:

When buying a Christmas Tree — shop around.
if necessary — but buy only a fresh tree! Stroke the
needles on a branch of the tree you are planning to buy
with your hand. If needles drop from the branch, the
tree is not fresh — so pick out one that doesn’t do this.

A tree kept out-of-doors will stay fresh much

 ﬁﬁxﬁﬁ#uaﬁyﬁxﬁﬁﬁyﬁyuxykﬁﬁﬁ

___louger than one in the house. So, if possible, keep your
t%loutside until just before Christmas — and be sure

to pht it in a pail of water as soon as you get home witiy
it.” The tree will “drink” water, and the water will
help keep the tree fresh and green.

When you bring the tree inside the house to decor-
ale it, put the tree In the coolest part of the room
away from radiators, hot air ducts, and fireplaces.

1'0 help keep your tree fresh longer, you should
use a tree stand with a metal coutainer that can be
filled with water. The container should be filled with
water immediately, and then re-filled daily until the
tree is taken down.

~ Only tree decorations made of glass, wmetal, or
sutne othel non combustible mateiial should be placed
on the (‘vl’y‘j\srtmas Tree

W hite ﬁlastﬁc foau o popula atetal Lo giug
ments and centerpiéces,, L.y seen. fiveproof Lat, %h
fact, burns easily and can Le ignited by a spark. An-
other fire hazard is cieated by mixing angel hair and
snow spray on a tree. Both items are advertised as
non-flammable, and aie essentially sate when used
alone; however, in combination they becowme so flam-
mable that a m ch of flame sends them into a
burst of fire: '

Check Christmas tree lights before placing then:
on the tree to be sure they are in good vperating con
dition. Strings of lights with frayed wires or faulty
sockets should be replaced with new ones. (We find
it most economical to buy a new string of lights righi
after Christmas when they are on sale — and then
throw the poorest string of lights away when taking
the tree down.) .

Christmas tree lights should be furned off at night

and — NEVER leave lights on when everyone is
away from home.

If you have a metal tree, do not decorate it with’

Christmas-lights as they could cause a short circuit —-
instead, .use an off-the-tree lighting arrangement.

And last — but not least — when the needles start
dropping off the tree, take it down even though you
had planned on leaving it up a few days longer.

Christmas wrappings should be removed as quickly
as possible, but they should) not be burned in the fire-
plaee. ‘ >

Then after following all these suggestions, have =
“Merry Christmas” — without fear of a disastrous fire
over the Holidays ! ! !
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50 YEARS AGO
December 5, 1919
_J. H. Backus, Publicher
Charles Shelly, 84, died at the

home of ‘his daughter, s, Wil-
liam Youmans Saturday, Nov. 29.
Four daughters survive. Interment
was in Hillside Cemetery.

Menzo Mead has purchased the
George Rossbush farm and with

his daughter, Mrs. Gertrude Joyce,

and family will move there soon.

Mr. and Mrs, Clifford ‘Burdick
are parents of a son, Carroll Tru-
man, born Wednesday, Nov, 26.

Henry Horan has moved the
Slocum-house which he purchased
last summer, First Street to his lot
on Chestnut Street this Wednes-
day.

3hydiss Helen Baker of Railroad
Valley and Leland Helmer of Hor-
nell, were united in marriage
Thursday, November 27th,

Mrs. S, G. Crandall of Inde-
pendence has gone to California
to spend the winter with her son,
Benjamin. .

Mrs. M. A. Green of Indepen-

Cleveland, Ohio
Monday to visit her sons.

Miss Sarah Wheaton of West
Bingham has been spending a few
days with her sister, Mrs. Rae
Rogers.

Mr. and Mrs. William Bines lef}
on train 26 Wednesday for Jack-
sonville, Fla., where they expect
to pass the winter with relatives.

Atty. C. L. Early left Thurs-
dax, for New York City for a fevy
days business trip. He will visit
Paterson, N. J. and Montclair.

40 YEARS AGO
December 6, 1929
J. H. Backus & Son, Publishe s

Clara Kemp Mingus, 73, died
I'uesday, December 3. A son and
an adopted daughter survive. In-
terment was in  Fulmer Valley
Cemetery. '

Mr. and Mrs. Winfield Scott ase
the parents of a son, born Noven:-

28th.

of. and Mrs. Rahl and family
of Ithaca, were guests over the
week-end of Mr. and Mrs. C. M.
Crandall of Independence.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarnce Greene
and children of New York Citn
spent Friday with Mr. and Mrs,
C. M. Crandall of Independence.

Misses Katherine and Margares
Fulding were hpme from Elmira
to pass Thanksgiving with their
parents, Mr., and Mrs. Michael
Folsing and family.

Francis Vickers, Lloyd Gee,
Malcolm Brumdage, Charles Lever,
Daniel Farwell and Roger Tuttle
were among those who attended
the State Older Boys’ Conference
at Rochester from Friday until
Sunday.

Miss Emma Folsing was a
Thanksgiving and week-end guest
of Miss Doris Stimson of Ilion.

Mrs. LeRoy Brundage went to
Buffalo last week to pass Thanks-
giving with her daughter, Miss
Frances Brundage who is attend-
ing the Nurses Training School in
that city. -

Miss Dorothea Snyder was homa
from Cornell University for the
Thanksgiving week-end with her
grandfather, Jesse Snyder.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence King
of Buffalo, spent last week gueste
of ker parents, Mr. and Mrs,
Byron Proper. \

December 13, 1929

Mrs. Ila Blosé Clarke, 89, died
at her home in Andover Saturday,
December 7th. A son, three daugg-
ters, a sister and a brother sur-
vive. Interment was in Indepen-
dence Cemetery. :

Miss“Mary Hincher of Elm Vai-
ley and Albert Sortore of Bel-
mont, were united in ‘harriage
Wedneaday, December 4th by the
Rev. Charles Parsons, ]

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Williams left
Saturday by motor for Florida
:o pass the remainder of tlie win-
8.

ikeralx and Conservatives have
ap%&:n y found something they
can sgree on.

The qther day Republican State
Senator John Marchi of Btaten
Island, laM- leser in the race for
mayor of Néw York -City and now.

the leading conservative figuyre in
the state Legislature, called for
the-atate takeover of all local wel-
fare costs.

This proposal was first made
over two years ago at the state
constitutional convention by one
of its leaders, Dr. Alan Campbell,
now dean of the Maxwell School
of Citizenship and Public Affairs
at Syracuse University.

And he has been making it per-
jodically ever since whenever the
subjeet of welfare comes up.

Marchi - would have the state
take over the cost gradually, 10
per cent a ¥éar.” T

Opponents then and now made
two arguements against it. First
there was the matter of local
control, which would be lost.

The second was that it would, in
the long run, cost more to opexrigte
welfare on the state level. "The
figures on both sides of the argue-
ment were vague in 1967 and no
one has since come up with any
that can be trusted to any degree.
One thing seemed — and I em-
phasize ‘“‘seemed’’ — to be evi-
dent in the proposal. If counties
didn’t have welfare items in their
budgets, it would be a major
load off the backs of local real
estate taxpayers.

Marchi said he will introduce
a bill next year. It will be one to
wateh with interest.

On the subject of legislation to
be introduced=in January, Repub-
lican Assemblyman Charles A.
Jerabek of Suffolk County prom-

ises to introduce a bill which he
claims will restore about $2.5
million taken away from local

Thursday, Dec. 11, 1969

school districts in 41 counties of
the state.

He said the districts lost the
money “when theState Board of
E&ualintion and Assessment pub-
lished lower equalization rates for
the high tax districts in October.”
He asid this was some four months
after most districts had announc-
ed school tax increases after pass.

ing thje budests o
ben. the 1989 session of the -~
Legislature pamsed the bill cut-

ting back state aid fo schools, the
formulas were based on existing
eqpalization rates at the time.
The new rates mean some lost
money. . ) |

One district in Dutchess County
lost $37,000, ke said. Two in Erie
County lost $67,000. Two in
Rockland County lost $200,000
and 10 in Nassagu County lost

..-3587,0%0.- WM _Suf-
5(())%{ County lost a total of 3908,

One district in Ulster County
lost $36,000 and one in Onondaga
County lost $6,000. Two districts
in Schenectady County lost $132,-
000, one in St. Lawrence County
lost $9,000, two in Saratoga Coun-
ty lost $54,000, two in Putzam
County lost $26,000, two in
Orange County lost $62,000, five
in Monroe County lost $254,000
and one in Madison County lost
$73,000.

Jerabek said the bill ‘would
allow districts to use the 1967 or
1968 equalization rates, whichever
is greater, in determining the high
tax rate aid for the current school
year.

“The money for this recommend-
ed is already funded in accord-
ance with the 1969 state budget,”
said Jerabek, “Eligible school dis-
tricts had every right to receive
this lost state aid and the addit-
ional burdenn should not be car.
ried by already overtaxed prop-
erty owners.”

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Clarke and
daughters of Binghamton, Mrs,
Reva Thompson of Greenwood and
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wood of
Bridgeton, N. J., were called to
Andover this week by the illness
and death of their mother, Mrs.
Ila Clarke. .

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Robinson
and Mr. and Mrs. Harry Smith at-
tended Pomona Grange Meeting
at Belfast last Tuesday.

Miss Rose Elien Casey returned
to Buffalo Thursday, where she
has accepted a position in the Gen-
eral Hospital. '

30 YEARS AGG: . -
December 1, 1939
J. H, Backus & Son, Publishers
Francis Mead was elected Mas-
ter of Andover Grange at their
regular meeting last week.
Mr. and Mrs. Luke Dougherty
were guests at the home of ‘his
gister, Mr. and Mrs. W. E, Gross
in Buffalo Wednesday and Thurs-
day.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Fanton and
three children, have moved into
the Fanton home in Fulmer Val-

ley.

Atty. and Mrs. C. L. Earley
and Atty. and Mrs. R. J. Sooth-
eran, left Wednesday for Union-
town, where they will be Thanks-
giving guests of Mr. -and Mrs.
Mark Sheppard and family.

Mrs. Carrie Hunt is spending
this week with her brother and
wife, Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Reimann
at Angelica. '

Arling R. Baker "was :ih New
York City on business this week-
end.. While there he visited his
sisters, Mrs. Rose B. Vincent and
Helen M. Baker.

Eugene Smith of Olean spent
last week at the home of his
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Mrs. Emma Robbins went to
Angelica Tuesd‘ng to visit at the
‘home of her brother, Charles
Bossard and family. \

Mr. and Mrs., Frank McCay of
Cleveland, Ohio were pleasant vis-
itors;at the Frisbey.Porter home
Saturday.

Edward Dixon, 53, died Tues-
day, November 28th. His sister
and two brothers survive. Inter-
ment was in St. John's Cemetery,
Andover,

"Miss Florence Elizabeth Parker
and Roger J. Tuttle both of And-
over, were united in marriage

Wednesday, November 22 by Rev.
Lucien’ H. Kerns.

Frank Emery, 67, died Friday,
November 24. A son, two sisters
and a grandson, survive, Inter-
ment was in Hillside Cemetery.

Pastor and Mrs. W. L. Greene
are passing the week-end with
their son and wife, Dr. and Mrs.
Claire Greene at Brighton, N. J.

Mr. and Mrs, Wallace Clarke of
Solvay, were guests of their par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Clarke
ofdlndependence over the week-
end.

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Church and
daughter of Elkland, Pa./ pgssed
_the._week-end with Mr. and Mrs.
R. B. Church.

Mr. and Mrs. John Snyder and
son of Camden, N. Y., were week-

end guests of her grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Oille Green of
Davis Hill...

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Norton are
passing the week &t the home of
his mother, Mrs. Vesta Norton at
Angelica.

rs, G. W. Barrett and Mrs,

John Joyce motored to Hornell
Saturday to meet Miss Edna Bar-
rett, who spent the week-end with
her parents on Corwin Hill.

Mr. and Mrs. Al Kinney of Buf-
falo are spending several days this
week at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
John W. Cannon.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Trow-
bridge of Groton were overnight
guests Wednesday of his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Trowbridge.
Miss Marjory Trowbridge of Ful-
ton spent from Wednesday until
Sunday with her parents. ~

Mr. and Mrs. Haroeld Brainard
of McKeesport, Pa., spant several
days guests of his sister and hus-
band, Postmaster and Mrs. J. D.
Cheesman, .

Miss Florence DeRemer of Jer-
sey City visited her parents, Mr.

Thursday'untﬂ Suiidny. .

Mre, George. Carpanter passed
the week-énd in Brocton with her
mother, Mrs. Pearl Ryckman.

tng et~ th
NegWeiiing Houw .




