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" VALEDICTORY
THE REALITIES OF LIFE

Mr. Smith, Mr. Kessler, Mem-
bers of the Board, Parents, Facul-
ty, Friends — Tonight another
year has passed, and another

SALUTATORY

- —by Peggy Tutthe —
THE SKY 1S THE LIMIT -

On behalf of the class of 1969,
I wish to extend a warm welcome
to Mr. Smith, Mr. Kessler, mem-
bers of the Board of Education,

in supposedly peaceful demonstra-
tions, yet almost all of these dem-
onstrations cause rioting and
fighting. In some areas of this

* ccuntry farmers are paid not to

raise crops on a section of their
land while in other areas of the
world many people ,starve. Mil- -
Hons of dollars are spent in spec-

taculdr voyages into outer space

- o i e

group of people will graduate 1mto
adulthood. For this, everyone in
our class can thank many people.
‘We are on this stage as a product
of American Education and Amer-

ican environment. How we féel
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. -enly consolation is

eut of this. The ideas we hold
about success and our goals are all
a part of the American way of
thinking. At this time, most of
ws will experience a branching
from-many of our old patterned-
ways. Many of us have finally
realized how to think, and from
this comes freedom of thought.
The freedom to think against what
is an established way of ‘thinking.

During the past year, my mind
has been opened to many terrible

enly just beginning to see life. I
feel as though I have been led
blindly through life disguising the
truth for a beautiful dream. My

is that lfe MAY

because of its realness. The

thought of the power that my
great heights — but as I look at
the world around me, I feel g great
deal of sadness. How will we
react to our new awareness of
Yife? To either follow in the
footsteps of our forefathers, or
depart so completely that we have
no understanding of what has
eome before us, would only bhe
foolish. .

When we are very young, per-
haps we see the world most clearly.
We feel an extreme closeness and
anity with natire and life. OQur
«<ares are simple, but very import-
ant to us. We need affection,
food, shelter, and sleep — yet we
are able to express our feelings
epenly and freely As we grow
older and begin our ascent to
adulthood, we tend te wake evary
Yigy, we o w0 cowplex At the
shought _uf":ceming foolish to our
fellow men, we -deprive ourscives
of s0 much freedom ¢f expiession.
We become selfish and hold back
all we have to offer to the world.

‘Che education’ of eacy of vus
sas been and will be a very ima
portant part of our lives. “Iguor-
ance is biigs’”, but once we leave
norance there is nothing that
san ever convince us to return to
hat stage. The people who teach
us hold a mind within their hands.
They can inspire ug to becom=
anythirg they wish, or turn us
against the world. We are like
3 block of clay, constantly being
molded inte different shapes, but
as we sit longer in the air we be-
<ome Nharder and it is less easy @o
manipulate us. We begin to use
the logic and sense which educa-
tion has given us, and are able to
forey our own opinions without he-
g told what is beantiful or whay
¥ good. It is to teach us indepen-
dence of thinking that we receive
an education —- yet somehow this
wducation becomes twisted into a
device which we vse against our-
selves. Wa turn ourselves against
the possihilities brought about by
education, and find in its place.
poverty of thought. Somewhere
vong the way, we become a gr
ef . unapireciative, competitiv
eonformists.  We hold a great
deal of control nver our thoughts
and actions,” and believe that the
enky way to make sure we are do-
the right is to fcllow in the foot-
gtens of someone with the courage
m ke an irdividua'. The import-
ant part of our education is the
jndividual — because after all he
Tt the real product of education.

~ He has independent thinking.

Durihg the fastest learning per-
ird of our iives — our youth —-
two main groups of people hold a
great deaFof influence in our -
Kves: parents and teachers,
Through either love or hate of
them, we become what we are. The
qglality of thege individuals is im-

cften
. surv

faculty, relatives, parents and
friends,

Most of you have known the
members of this class for quite
some time. You also know that
after tonight we will be leaving

yet some people can not «even
afford a decent meal or a pair
of shoes. Besides these difficul-
ties there aré serious racial prob-
lems in many areas of our coun-’

ally this is only a beginning. For
tonight we, along with many
other seniors are stepping out into
the world on our own fer the first
time. Each one of us might be
compared to an aircraft on the
runway. Just as the pilot of a
plane must have. a flight plan;
all of us need to decide what
course we will take in the future.
0Of course, we all hope to follow
the path which leads to success.
Howevqr, there are many obsta-

way. Almost eveyone of us will
face disappointment, failure, or
sorrow in our lifetime. It is
said that only the strong
fve, so it is up to the in-__

toward a we

tinue on his way
earned success.

 “"~Comimencenient exercises nave OV

been going on in this school and

in thousands of others for many

years. Rut never before have a

group of young people been faced

by a more complex and confusing

world. Some people protest war
t

teachers in the highest regard.
Most of them sacrifice their lives
for the prosperity of this country,
but they receive few rewards for
their efforts. If we could listen
and put understanding, not just
hearing, into our listening — they
could open the world to us.

Parents receive the credit for all
the evil in the world. It is be-
cause of our not being able to
undevstand their position of res-
ponsibility and inexperierde that
we can blaine them so easily. Kach
o«f our experiences as a person is
a completely new experience to
them as a parent. In the first
learning processes of our lives,
they are our only guides. There
are certain parents, along with
certain teachers, that make mor:
of an impression on ug than others.
These pcople, we have o thank
for their guidance. They were the
individuals we followed, and
through them we were able. to
learn the true meaning of indiv-
iduatism. .

Now we are standing on the
threshold of life, gazing in on dif-
ferent professions as if they were
garments to he worn that we may
cast away when we are finished
with them. Seriousness has given
way to the mystery and excite~
ment of the unknown, and we hold
in our hands all of the dreams and
confidence of future victories.that
so many gradusting classes- have
held beforg us. So many times we
will he defeated and destroyed,
that it is almost sad that we can
look into the future with so many
promisex __ but if we attain only
half of our goals, we can be proud
of cur lives. The frustrations and
anxieties of past years diminish
with the thoughts of confidence
and power we possess for future
yvears. Our lives here experienced

hea; M‘nﬁ»ﬂ.

try and I am sure that we have ail
vur college campuses. Similar
problems do exist in many other
countries but -I feel that we here
in the United States iheed to work
tegether to . help bri
better  understanding %
people. If we did this Ave might
set and example for the fest of the
world to follow. Then
could find a solutio
problems also. So
country can not isola from
the rest of the world. - We as in-
ivi not shut-out-the rest—
of the world either. As we
along on our separate paths

the other people around us.
as_young people nee

h -Tomr Kent crowmng his ﬁstef, Jeﬁnette Kéizt “Q'é'égn’; o{tﬁ;e-

* Junior - Senior Prom Friday night, June 20th at the Al'x;dqve_z Centyal-

Schoot Auditorium, and Joyce Aan Dibble erowning her cousin,

%g Jo}ce “King” of the Balk Tom and Joyce Ann were last ¥
success, let us not forget Kbov}xt . = T
e

friends- and ;}Hﬁainfances.
we need to listen to the advice of

88 0 ay
have encountered many of the
problems which we must face
sometime during our lives. How-
ever, the older generation should
take time and do their part to help
bridge the “generation gap’ which
exists today. I believe that most
young people “of today are very
aware of the world around them.
Some of the young people do not
like the present state that- the
wortd is in and they are using
violence to bring about sudden
change. But the majority of
young people just want an oppor-
tunity to speak their minds and
have the rest of the world listen
to them. If we could all work
together toward a better under-
standing between people, perhapas
the world might become a mora
peaceful place to live.

Let us not forfeit happiness and
peace of mind as we continue on
our search for success. It is the
responsibility of each individual
to select a career or a way of life
which is the best svited for his
needs - and ‘interests. A career
should not be chosen jnst because .
it"séems exciting or glamorous or
because the pay is high, It is also
important that each of us try to
do the best job possible in the
line of work we seleet. We can
not all be great artists, mugicians,
or scientists, but we can al use
the abilities given to us. And in
our own small way we too can do
our part'to help mankind, If we
do this we can be rightfully proud
of our achievements,

Not all of the. problems which ~

face the world and the nation can
be solved by this generation or
probably even the next. One can-’
not expect to clear up all problems
which have been around for sev-
eral hundred yesrs, in a few days.
I am sure we all-wish to thank
our parents and teachers for guid-
ing us and putting up with us for
thirteen years of schooling. Tha
help_and guidance are greatly ap-
rreciated. But now we must take
the knowledge we have obtained,
go tOUt in the world, and do our
est. :

a bekinm - gow we will take Yeu paduw.' -high-
what weave use-it..~gchool is a bir &vent in our lives

again and again, We are this
country’s future. What happens
to ‘us will- effect what happens ‘o
it.

You have given us the instru-
ments for life, and now you must
have faith in the way that we use
them. Wrong or right, all of uos
wi]l uge what we have in a way we
believe will be most beneficial to
us. We will pass our ideas down
to the generations after us, and
they will either reject or accept
them as we have done with yours,
but the faith we ask of you we
must also give now and always in
order for this nation and the world
to survive~

but it is onlv the first step on the

long road to success. Let us Fet

our goals high and remember the

ekv’s the limit. - T
Thank you.

SAVE-A-UM
CANCER PACTS

“for free beokiet write

AMERJCAN CANCER soq,m,'

<« lowg

rtant to the quality of future
%ﬁ‘ I -heve—always—held

Thank Fou, ~

Also

c FeR) 3. {18 - SqQuUITes
the son of Mra. Carolyn Squires of
Wetlgville, “Bill”, as he is known
to his classmates, ‘was born on
March 2, 1950. He has three
brothers.and two sisters. Before
coming to Andover, he attended
school in Wellsville.

Bill’s activities in Wellsville in-

cluded: Camera Club, junior and -

senior year -— President, senior
year: Projector Club, all four
years; track, junior year.

Bill’s plans for next year are
indefenite, but we all wish him
the best of luck.

Roving Reporter

With final exams only a week
away why not test our students’
vocabulary and prepare them for
their English tests. Our A.C.S.
students were asked the meaning
of “terrapins” The dictionary de-
fines ‘‘terrapins” as a North Amer-
ican fresh water turtle. Here'’s
what we think a terapins is:

Peggy Tuttle — A new kind
of toothpaste

“Tom Dixon __ TLinda Leon’s car

Ruth Shear — Polish safety pins

in the ground

that floats on water
Hal Sisson — One of the ani-
mals Bob B. says that goes chatter,
chatter, chatter
David Schweigart — A yellow
Terry Hyland —A lost land

a
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* ACCORDING 70 THE GUIDE-BOCK._ £YDNEY
HAS SOMS OF THE WORLD'S MOST
‘“’"3 v BEATIFUL. PLORA AND FAUNA Y. ’
SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13203 ' -
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--Diane Leon — Merry-go-Roiind : !
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