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A Legal Notice
Proposed New
N. Y. State
Constitution

STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Albany, October 5, 1967
Pursuant to the provisions of
Chapter one hundred sixty-nine-
Laws of nineteen hundred sixty-
geven, the following Question
adopted by the Constitutional Con-
vention will be submitted to the
voters of the State for approval or
disapproval, at the General Elec-
tion on November seventh, mnine-
teen hundred sixty-seven.
JOBN P. LOMENZO,
Secretary of _State

ARTICLE 11
Suffrage

Thir srticle defines the right of
citizens to vote. Any citizen whe
is domiciled in a county, city, or
village of the state for at least
three months, and in his election
district for af least thirty dg',_'s
prior to the date of an election is
entitled to vote in such election.
In elections for president of-the
United States or statewide offices,
domicile in the state for three
months and in the election district
for thirty days is sufficient. For
school or special distriet elections,
the only requirement is domicile
in the district for three months.

Property qualificatlons or other
tests for voting are prohibited
except that statutes may be en-
acted estublizhing property qualif-
ications for voting in special di<
trict elections and requiring party

AB-STRACT OF QUESTION enrollnient for voting in a primary
NUMBER ONE clection. All voting must be in

. PROPOSED" - secret. The minimum voting age
NEW CONSTITUTION is 21 'years except that statutec

Preamble * may reduce the voting age to not
WE, THE PEOPLE of the State

; less than'18. If so reduced. the
! of New York, grateful to Almighty
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voting age may not be thereafter
increased oy statute.

Domicile is defined as the fixed.
permanent and principal home to
which a person always intends tc
return. Provision is made for the
enactment of statutes for the con-
duct of electicus, the nomination
of candidates, permanent persoral
registration and voting, including
absentee registration and voting
All boards of election, except for
school district n
village and special distriet elec’
tions, are to have equal represent-
ation of the two political parties
receiving the highest pumber of
State constitution’s bill of rights. votes in the last gubernatorial
It provides for freedom of reli- clection.
gion, speech, press, assembly and .

Goa for our Freedom, in order .
provide for the heslth, safety and
welfare .of the people, maintain a
_i.repregentative and orderly govern-
" "ment, eliminate inequality and
{ poverty, assure legal, .socla] and
{ economic _justice, provide oppor-
tunity for the-fullest development
of the individual, and to secure the
blessings of Freedom and Liberty.
DO ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH

THIS CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE 1

Bifl of Rights

This article is the New York

" ARTICLE HI _

petition in language substantively ) gislature
3 ot firstamendprent——ee—e —o e
'.“*'.w“’th‘e fed ral consxgltqtlo;.w Cr]é,a power of“the state”in the senate
jzens’ suits are authorize and the assembly. Upon the re

gtrain uncorstitutional acts or ex-
penditures: .

The article grants equal pro-
tection of the laws, and .proh}‘b__l‘t"
giserimination in civil rights™on
grounds of race, color, creed, re-
ligion, national origin, age, sex or
physical or-mental handicap. Un-  yea;s. Until such redistricting the
reasonable searches and seizures present fifty-seven senate and one
and unreasonable interception of hundrcd fifty assembly districts
telephone and other communica- gre continued. Members of bo:r
tions are forbidden, except that houses of the legislature must be
i statutes may permit the intercep- a: least twenty-one years of age
! {ion of such communications upon und be eligible voters and must

districting provided for by thsz
article, the senate is to consist of
sixty members and the-assembly
of one hundred fifty members, ef-
fective in 1972, to be elected for
two year terms, from single mem-
ber districts, in even-numbered

i

QU -—ander. conditions  haye been domieiled iu the stale
; ccified. Such article forbids de- ¥or three years preceding the
- privation of life, 1liberty or Pro- lection.
i due Mo—f ]_a{v] Eollowing cach federal decen
i ; senete—and—us

L.
TTTRY P o N
;% rights in criminal proceedings. district lines and congressional dis-
It continues the right of trisl trict lines are to be redrawn by a
" by jury in all eriminal and civi! yive member commission appointed
: eases as heretofore provided and g5 follows: one each by the tem-
| extends the right by guaranteein® porary president of the senate,
" trial by jury in all eriminal cases the speaker of the assembly, the
. where the punishment may be in minority leader of the senate, the
excess of six ~months “imprison- mincrity -leader of the assembly
ment. Every defendant is guaran- and the chairman by the court of
‘teed the right to counsel at -al' gppeals. Senate and assembly dis-
‘gtages of a criminal proceediny. tricts shall be as equal as prac-
Y@ caaes of felony, the-def tiecable i total population, com-
ijs entitled to a nreliminary exawti- nact and contiguous, and sha!
ination or an inspection of the wherever practicable utilize tne
and jury minutes gnd may no! poundaries of existing govern-
e triad except by indictment of & mental units and natural geo
+ grand jury unless indictment {2 praphic boundaries, bv%t mno cit
waived by the defendant. .EK~ hlock may be aivided. Such stand-
cessive bail may not be requited ards shall also govern congress
and the court may dispense Witt jonal districting to the extent er-
bail if reasonably satisfied that mitted by federal law. Gerryman.
the defendant will appear. dering for any purpose is prohih-
No private property may be ‘ited. Such redistricting nlan shal!
taken or damaged by condemn- have the force of law, subject to
ation except after a public hearing . review by the c_oul_'t .of appeals,
and upon the payment of just cor- end repluces redistricting by stat-
pensation, including the fair value ute.
of the good will of retail pusiness- The article directs the legisla-
es, as defined by law. ture to provide the same annual
" The privilege of havéas corpus salaries for all its mem})ers, and
may not be suspended and ex reimbursement for. their actual
post facte laws are prohibited. and necessary expenses. Allow-

H

The article guarantees empluy- ances for officers and other mem
= ;e____d_PB_,ZA_Fg - : g

.es the richt to organize and har ers serving in a special capaci
;nin collectively and prohibits dis- are permitted, but no salaries or
crimination in employment and in allowances may be increased dur-
“the right to join a labor union. ing the term for.whlch members

. The legiclature is suthorized to are elected. [Legislators arp pro

j rovide a system of workmer’s hibited from holding additiona
Eomvensation', unemployment a:d public offices, other than constiti-
disability insurance, and protec. tional - convention delegates or

members of the armed forces re-

tion =against the loss or inade-
serves.

quancy of income and employ- i

ment opnortunities. For any spz2ech or 'debute ir

The legislature is authorized to either house of the legislature, a

/\ provide for the protection and edﬂ_)- member shall not he questioned ir
* (ation of the people of the state any other nlace.

peainst unfauir, inequitable or dis- The article incIndes provisions

nonest sales, marketing and fi-  for tke organization and proce-

1ancing nractices. X dires  ~f the lewislature. The

The public is granted, in the assent of a majority of the mem-

yanner provided by law. the riunt bers elected ta each house is re

+ inspect the recerds of the state, :':nr("‘ ta mave o bill exvrent that a

- wenl  rovernments,. and puh!_w B appropriating puhh(' money

sthorities. T or property, for private or jocal

and . -nonpartisdl

Thursday, Nov. 2, 1967

THE ANDOVER NEWS

purposes requires the assent of
two-thirds of such membership.
The article prescribes the pro-
cedures for the impeachment of
the governor, lieutenant governor,
comptroller, attorney general or a

jadge of the court of appeals, and.

for the trial of any such impeach-
ment,
' ARTICLE 1V

Executive

This article vests in the gov-
ernor the executive power of the
state. It confers on the governor,
amcng oiher powers, the power to
grart reprieves and pardons for
all offenses except impeachments,
to convene extra-ordinary sessions

of the legislature or of the senate. -

and to approve and disapprove leg-
islative bills. He may disapprove
one or more items in an appropri-
ations, bill and approve others;
and his disapproval may be over-
ridden by 8 two-thirds vote of
each house of the legislature.

The governor shall be at least
30 years of age and an eligibie
voter domiciled in the state for at
least five years preceding his elec-
tion. He shall be elected for a
term of four years. The same
gualifications are required of the
lieutenant govermor, who shall be
chosen jomtly with the goverror
for the same term. The lieutenant
governor serves as president of the
senate but has nc vote except in
che case of a tie,

The lieutenant governor becomes
-governor for ti.e remainder of the
term if the governor dies, resigns
or is removed from office and be-
comes governor for a full term if
the governor-elect dies or declines
to serve.-=Certain other contingen-
cies of vacancies in the offices of
governor and lieutenant governor
are provided for by the article.

ARTICLE VI
State Departments and Officers
and Public Authorities

This article describes the or-
ganization of state departments
and other agencies, including ta«
two which are headed by eleeted
officials: the department >f audit
and controi, headed by the comp-
troller, and the department of law,
headed by the attorney generat.
Their qualifications are the same
as those of the governor and th.
attorney general must be admitted
to the practice of law in the state.

They are to e elected at the same

general election and for the same
term as the governor.

The heads of all other depart-
ments and permanent boards and
commissions are to be appointed
Ly the governor with the adviec
and consent of the senate, except
as otherwise provided by the con-
stitution. -

The article also” describes the
powers of the governor and th:
legislature to reorganize depart-
ments and agencies of the state.
The governor may submit a reor-
ganization plaa which takes effect
unless disapproved by either house
of the legislaturer The state board
of social welfare is continucd,
with its name and powers to be
determined by the legislature. A
reorganized public service com-
mission is constitutionally estab-
lished for the regulation of utilit-
ies and other public-service enter-
prises. It is to consist of
members, four of whom aré to be
appointed oy the goverpor and
three of whom are to be elected by
the legisiature by joint ballot.

The article réqmires the advancs
filing of rules and regulations of
agencies of the state and of polit-
izal subdivicions before they be
come effective, with certain ex

“ARTICLE V .— "
JudisTary=

This article ®vests the judicial
power of e state in a unified
statewide court system, counsisting
of the court of appeals, the su-
preme court and its appellate di.
visions, the court on the judiciary,
the court.of claims, the surrogate’s
court, the family court, the eivil
and criminal courts of the city of
New York and the district eourt
system. The legisiature 1is dir-
ected -to create at least -five but
rot moreethan seven appellate di-
visions. It also includes county,
town, city and village courts now
existing until they may be suver.
seded and abolished by the adop
tioT "of the district court system :n
any eounty - outside the ety of
New York. The legislature is au-
thorized to establish an admiais-
trative body as part of theé unitied
court system to hear and deter-
mine such minor infractions of
law as mav be provided by statute

The article includes provisions
relating  to the qualifications,
manner of selection, assignment
compensation, terms of office anu
retirement of judges. Most judges
are permitted to continue to serve
until age 76 upon certification of
need and capabhility. The article
continues concurrent’ jurisdiction
of the surrogate's and fami'y
courts in adoption proceedings
The jurisdiction of the court of
claims is enlarged to include ac-
tions against joint tortfeasors with
the state.

The cost of operating the coust
of appeals, the court of claime.
and the district court system is to
be paid by the state. In addition,
the state will, dver-a ten-year per-
iod, assume the costs of operating
the supreme court, appellate di-
visions of the supreme court, the
surrogate’s court, the county
court, the family court, and the
civil and ecriminal courts of the
city of New York.

The article provides for a man.
datory reéferendum in every coun

a0

prising New York City and those
counties -in which a district court
presently exists, on the questior
~f whether a district court sys.
tem should be established. Upnn»
establishment of a district court in
any county, inferior courts there-
in may be abolished.

The authority and responsihility
for administrative supervision of
the unified court system is vested
in the court of appeals. The cour:
shall appoint an administrator t«
he chief executive officer of the
court system. The court of ap
neals may create additional judges
b certifying the need therefor
subiecet to disnpnroval enly by con.
current resolution of the Tneisla
fure.  In addition, there is con
tinued the power to create addi
fional judges by statute.

rules and regulations and to en
act a code >f administrative pro
cedur:, which shall include provis
ion for independent review ar¢
such judicial review asx shall be
proviged by law to apply to agen
cies Of the state and, to the extent
practicable, to its subdivisions.

The article yoverns the creation
of public authorities, and define:
certain aspects of their powers
and their relationships to the state
and local governments. Author
ities may be created and their
powars altered only by special act,
after public hearing. They may
not lety taxes or special acsess
ments on real property. The state
or an appropriate political sUbdi-
vision may acguire all of the
prope;ties and pay all of the in
debtedness of any public author
ity The accounty of public au
thottties ace made subject to su
pervision by the st.te comptr I'e
and his cep.rt and rccommenda
tions theifeon are made public

ARTICLE V11

Public Officers and Enipluye..

This acticle governs the condu. .
of public officers and ployee:.
It sets forth the oath office to
be taken by members of the legis-
lature, elected state officers .ard
such other public officers and em-
pioyeces as may be provided by
state or local law. It bars any
other test of belief, vath or declar.
ation, as well as ownership
property, as a qualification for
public office ur employment.

A public officer or employce
who refuses to sign a waiver of
immunity against criminal prouse.
cution or to testify before a grand
jury with respect to his official
conduct at any time within five
years prior to such refusal, may,
after a hearing, be dismissed if it
is determined that such refusal
subsiantially impairs his fitness
to serve in -public office or em
ployment. .

Civilservice—app ments and
promotions shull be on the basis
of merit and. fitness, to be ascer-
tained, as far-as practicable, by
comnetitive  examinations. Thn
article defines the vpreferences
granted to certain veterans of the
armed forces of the United States.
Membership after July 1, 1940, in
any pension or retirement system
of the state or any local govern-
ment, is continued as & contrac-
taal velationshin. the bhenefits of
which mayv be increased but mav
not he diminished or impaired.
Tensions raid by the state or any

- leeal government to officers ard

emnloyees thoreof shall not he sl

iccl ta state pease tasas,

The articie reanires {"at Tqhar
ers, workpion or mechanics, in the
emnloy of a contrartor-or sub.
contractor cngaged In the per-

formance of public work shall be
paid no less thun the rate of wages
prevailing in the same trade in the
locdlity of the public work,
ARTICLE VIl
Natural Resources and
Conservation

This article provides for tte
conservaticn and protection of the
stat2’s naturali resources and
scenic beauty. It continues the
present corstitutional requirement
that the lands constituting- the
state forest preserve “shall be.for-
ever kert as wild forest lands,”
and shortens and simplifies the
staterment of the several exceptitns
to that provision. Tt provides that
future exceptions may be made
only by concurrent resolution of
the legislature agopted at two reg-
ular sessions of succeeding terms
of the legislature and thereafter
approved by the feople.

The article also provides that it
shall be the public policy of tha
state to conserve and protect its
natural rerources and .scenic
beauty and to encourage the im-
provement of its agricultural
lands. The article creates a state
nature and historical preserve of
properties of natural and histor-
iral cignificanze. Properties so
dedicated and wplaced within thc
nature and historical preserve may
rot be taken or otherwise disposed
of except by statute enacted by
1Wo suggessive regular sessions of
tl kéff?f’é‘fure. &

The article does not inclade any
provision relating to the Barge
Canal.

ARTICLE IX
Education

This arlicie continues the pres-
ent system of free public educa-
tion below the college level and
requires the legislature to nrake
annual appropriations therefor. It

ceptions. _The leg’slature is dir .gg%ggg‘; %151 legislatyre to estal
ected to prowide 1or notice of all fish and Jefine a system of higher

educaticn, encompassing both pub
lic and private institutions, by pro
grars which may include free
tuition, grants, fcllowships awnd
s-holarships.

This article poosldes that o the
state relieves students at public
institutions  «f  highel lcarning
from the prescut requivement of
paying tuilior and other fees, the
contractual obligations of any
such institution or instrumentality
of the state which have as their
security, ditcctly  or  indirectly,
student tuition and other fees and
which rertain Apard as the result
of sich state actioh, wil! be assunt
ed br the state. ’

* Equality "of educational uppor.
tunlty Iy suaianteed to W1 th.
of the state and di.crimin.
ution: by reason of race, religion vr
natioqal origin mm sdmis:don to aay
school which receves public furds
1s prohinited

fhe artivle does net tnclude the
oo dsting prchioition against di.ect
ir indirect aid to Jdenominatispal
senools, but such a,d is sabject to
the restiictions ot the first amend
ment of the United States Consti
tution which are incorporated in
Article I of this constitution

The aiticle requires that in awu,
law apportivning state auid to
school districts, the basis of «ovra-
puting the number of puyils shall
be the repistration thereof and
that there be taken into ac.our?
the opecial educaticnal meeds of
students in each district and the
total local tax burden ol the tax-
payers of each district

The board of regents 1s coutin
ued as the head of the university
of the state of New York and it

organiration  and functions are
prescribed. The article grants
constitutional recognition to the

state university of New York and
the city university of New York
and nekes each responsible for the
control and administration of the
institutions and facilities therein.

ARTICLE X

State Taxation and Finance

Thiz article governs the finan-
cial management of the state. In
the field of taxation, it prohibits
the surrender, suspension or con-
tracting away of the state’s power
to tax, ard ~ontinues the present
probibition against the alteration
cr reneal of exemptions granted
to religions, educational and char-
itable instifutions. Tt retains tne
prohihitions acainst excise or ad
»alorem taxation of intangible
perconal sroperty, favation of une
distributed profits, und discrimin-
atory {avation of banking corpor.
stions,

The article seis forth the pro-
cedure for the submission by the
eavernor of hudects to the leogis-
lature and its action thereupon,

P T




