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GUEST EDITORIAL
Executive Vice President, National Nevnpaper Assaociation
Freecom of the Press Belongs to the People
Wheever told that nosey editor he had a right to

pry into what happened at our council meeting? What

gave that reporter any idea that he could write about

the school board members the way he did?

The answer is that there is no law, rule, regulation
or order that specifically requires a newspaper reporter
to cover eity council, school board or court sessions.
The Constitution says — “Congress shall make no Taw
—abridging the freedom of the press.” One can search
out all of the laws of the federal government, right
down to the Freedom of Information bill passed by the
89th Congress, and find nothing further about “the

ress.”

P The same can be said of state law. Most consti-

tutions recognize freedom of the press to publish news,

but none particularize these rights, or set down any
press responsibilities.

The newspaper is not required to report the city
council meeting or send someone to the school board
sessions. The reporter could stay home. Nor do laws
specify that “the press” be accorded any special treat-
ment before any public body. “Open meeting laws”
never mention newspapers, reporters, or news media.
They simply affirm the right of the public at large to
attend and observe meetings of governing assemblies.

Mrs- Smith, then, can “cover” the city council —
for her club, her neighborhood, or just for herself.
The principle of open government meetings was es
tablished for the people — the resident, the voter, the
taxpayer, all the governed — not solely for the press
or its representatives.

dom of information” always seemed to be linked with
the press?

In the very carly days of American settjement all
of the people of a local community would gather in the
town neeting and determine the affairs of the commun-
ity. Almost everybody attended, and those who didn’t,
soon learned from the informed majority.

But villages soon grew into cities, and the “pure
democracy’” of the town meeting gave way to represen-
tative democracy. Government was growing more
remot. from the people It was-also growing more
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It followed naturally that the Nation’s fledgling
(1t e should fill the role of reporter and commentator
on public attair. Ho one passed a law requiring it.
The Founding Fathers siingly had faith that a private
press, given the guarantee of freedom to do so, would
accept the responsibility.  Aud of course it has.  For
nearly two centuries newspapers have attended eet-
ings of governing bodies, reporting and interpreting in
behalf of the public.

Thie reporter attends clly councll meetibgs as a
member of the public. He has a right to be preseut
only if the public retains that right. The editor com-
ments on the council’s decision - - or lack of them -- as
an ordinary citizen While he is aided in his function
by the printing press at his disposal, it gives him no
special rights. He cun comment only so long as the
public has a privilege of commenting. .
The “right to know” and “freedom of informa-

tion” are concepts with which the newsman works

every day. The same professional tradition which
sends him to the city council meeting ecompels him-to
resist inroads on these public rights.. For he knows.
and the public should always realize too, that in ali

behalf of his fellow citizens.
We have presented the above “Guest Editorial” to
honor “National Newspaper Week” Oct. 8 thru Oct- 14.
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_E. J. Atwood has purchased the
property of D. D. Remington on
Pleasant Ave.

Thomas McTighe %f Bingham-
ton has purchased of Mrs. Ros-
anna Burrows, her residence prop-

on Center Street.

ertér .
. laude Donaldson, 23, of Harts-

ville died the first of the week
from an injury sustained when a
horse kicked him in the head.

John Dean of South Hill was in
Allegany over Sunday for a visit
with his daughter, May of St. Eliz-
abeth Academy.

Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Brooks of
Norwich, N. Y., came Saturday~
and are guests at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Dell Clair of East
Valley.

Lewis Slocum of West Union
visited at the home of Thomas
Riley last week.

Miss Reva Clarke was home
from Canisteo to pass the week-
end with her parents in Indepen-
dence.

Miss Lela Slocum left Tuesday
evening for Olean to enter West-
brooks Commercial Academy.

Mrs. Harriet Meade of Wayland
is visiting her many Andover
friends for a few weeks,

Tom Mulcahy of Pittsburgh, Pa.
returned home Saturday after
spending the week ruest of his

rs. P. Muleahy
Miss Elizabeth Folsing who has
Leen spending a three weeks vaca-
tion with her parents, Mr, and
Mrs. M. Folsing, returned Monday
to her duties in the German Hos-
pital in New York City.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Foster
motored to Rochester Sunday and
were guests of relatives.

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Slocum of
Hornell are visiting his parents
for a few days.

Mrs. Chas Calhoun visited her

‘Home Owners Warned!

The Better Business Bureau of
Western New York today warned
all srea residents not tn contract
for chimney or roof repairs with
individuals soliciting from door to
docr hefore careful investigation.

The Bareau has received re-
ports that a group of individuals
are “persuading” elderly residents
in the vicinity of North Buffalo to
sign contracts for chimney repairs,
gutter work, roofing and tree

trimming, at prices far above what

e worth. . Some home
owners reported to the Bureau
they were cquoted prices 3 te 3
times in excess of what the jou
was actually worth, For example

one family was quoted a price of .

$3,000 for work whic¢h, according
to two reliable contractors, would
cost less than $1,000. Fortunately
many home owners call the Bureau
before they mgn a contract,.or be-

_fore they ray any money.

The eity of Buffalo has granted
many of these operators a home
improvement license. However,
home owners are reminded that
a City lcense simply means that
the econtractor has paid a fee for a
license. The bond which the con-
tractor is required to place pro-
tects the €ity, not the home own-
er. The practices of these co--
tractors sre being reported to the
License Director’s office.

With the recent flooding con-
ditions which caused much prop-
erty damage in the Southern Tier
areas, some of these questionable
individuals may try to take ad-
vantage of a home owner’s mis-
fortune. Their only security is
0 do business with a contractor
who has a proven record for doirg
quality work at a fair price. Home
cwners can verify an unknown

- iabili by check-
ing with the Better Busffiess Bur-
eau before paying any money or
signing any papers. Don’t do
business with strangers.

tives for several weeks, are snend-
ing a few days with her mother at
Mosiertown, Pa., hefore returning
to California.

Mrs. A. C. McFetridge goes to
New York City Monday to attend
the Grand Chapter O.E.S. as dele-

‘rew Constitution.

Convention
Viewpoint

There are 15 Articles in_the
proposed new New York State
Constitution. Each voter will be
asked to vote on.acceptance of the
document in the regular November
¢lection on Nov. 7

Of nrimary importance to us all
is the Bill of Rights. The Dele-
zates recognized the importance
of our freedoms and made the Bill
of -Rights the first Articl€ in the
It provides fo-
freedoin of religion, speech, press
gsgemolv and petition in the same
language as the first amendment
to the federal Constitution.

It grants us-all equal protection
of the law, and prohibits discrim-
inatfon on the grounds of race,
color, creed, religion, national
origin, sex, -age, or physical or
mental handicap. It prevents un-
reasonable scarches and intercep-
tions of telephone and other com
nunications. It spells o0T our
basi~ procedural rights in crim-
wnal procecdings including  the
right to a trial by jury in criminal
cases and the right to & prelim-
inary examination.

It also guarantecs us that none
of our private property may be
condemned or damaged except
after a public hearing and upon
a fair payment. All Andover
businessmen will be glad to know
that in any such condemnafion
payment, the fair value of the
good will of a retail business must
be taken into account, as provided
by law.

This important Article also gives
employees the right to organize
and bargain collectively and guar-
antees a system of workmen’s
compensation, unemployment ana

diEabiiity-imsurance—H-also-auth
orizes the Legislature to provide
for “Truth-in - lending”. Every
citizen of the State is oranted the
right to inspect the records of the
state and local governments and
ail public authorities and, most
important, the right to sue to res-
train unconstitutional acts or ex-
penditures.

The sccond Article of the pros
posed document concerns suffrage
and defines the right of citizens
to vote. Tt spells out the resi-

sister, Mrs. James Yeomans of gate from Anna McArthur Chap-
Bradford from Saturday unli' ter No. 242. deney requirements and ages tv
Monday. . 4 vote. Basically, if you have {‘;ved
Mrs. Foanh Ryan returned to 3 g 3. in the state. county, city or village
her—heme-in . Allegany, - : 3_U .YhAKb AGO for three months and your preseny
“fiesday after Spenting a few Guye = BT s e b Dietmiot for 30 o Loul o—
o - " 3 Tho voting n“' spt ot o

Mra: P Mulcahy.
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M1, Mary Dawson, 38, dicd
Monday, October 3rd. Her hus.
band, her mother, a brother &nd
three sisters survive. R

Samuel Albert Smith, 77, died
at the home of his sister, Mrs.
Ernest E. Orvis Saturday, October
1st. Two daughters, two sisters
and three brothers survive.

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Greene of
Cleveland were guests this past
week of Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Cran-
dali of Indeoendence.

Mrs. John Illig left for Mahoncy
City, Pa., Monday with her moth.
er, Mrs. Pomider, who has been
visiting her daughter in Indepen-
dence for two weeks.

Mary Grace Radeliff has return-
ed to her home in West Gre:n-
wood after visiting her Aunt, Eliza
"King at West Union.

Mrs. Delia Hunt left Andover
Wedreaday for-Washington, D.-C.
to pass the winter.

Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Baker and
Mrs. Mabel Bundy aecompanied
by A. M. Morgan, motored to
-Foronto, Canada —Friday for a

T

visit.

Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Bennett and
Mr. and Mrs. Snyder of Rochester
passed the week-end guests of
“their parerts, Mr, and Mrs. Henry
Bennett.

Mrs, Eliza Cooper is visiting at
the home of Mrs. Dennis at Can
isteo for a few days. .

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bennett
passed from Friday until Sunday
guests at the O‘Dell home.

Mr. and Mrs. C. O.. Tassell of
Williamson, Wayne County, have
been spending a few days witt
their nephew, Carl Tassell of In-
dependence.

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Trowbridge
left Sundav for Pulaski to spend
a few davs guecets of their son
Mr. and Mr«. O. B. Trowbridge.

. Mr. and Mre. Will Clarke, who
have been visiting Andover rela-

.Mr.s_ Carrie M. Slade of Hor-
nell spent Thursday and Friday
with Mrs. W. D. Clarke and her
brother Floyd Clarke.

Miss Hilda Clarke, who is at

tending  Brockport, spent the
week-end guest” of her parents ir
Independence.

Mr. and Mrs. Roy VanSchaick
of Independerice are the parents

of a son, Herbert Blair, born Sat-

urday, October 1st.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Vincent of
Buffalo are spending a few day:
zuests of her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. R. E. Spicer of Independence.

Mr. and Mrs.aVanCombs are the
parents of a som, born Monday,
September 27th.

Mr. and Mrs. William Childs are
enjoying a week’s vacation in
Tennessee.

Dr. and Mrs. W, J. Grenolds of
Westerly, Rhode Island, are vis
iting her brother and family, Mr.
and Mrs. Floyd Vars.

Edward Cannon returned to
Buffalo Thursday to enter his jun-
jor year in the University of Buf-
falo. Medical College. .. ..

Miss Kathryn O‘Donnell  of
Buffalo was a guest at the Rauf
enbarth-Fuller home from Monda)
until Thursday, where she leaves
for -Santa Barbara, California for
the winter

Misses Roberta Church and
Beatrice Sly of Geneseo Normal,
passed the week-end with the form.
er’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Rober!

‘hurch. )
Y¥r. and Mrs. B. E. Johnson af
Candor, were overnight guests of
Ler brother and family, Mr. and
Mrs. William Burger, Thursdwy
and were Friday guests of her
mother, Mrs. Emily Burger.

Mrs. Agnes Delaney left Wed-
nesday for Ruffalo after severa’
weeks visit with Mrs. L. F. Jordan.

Mrs. E. N. Johnson of Niagara
Talls passed the week-end with her
sister and husband, Mr. and Mrs
H. G. (lark.

Commercial Printing at The
News Printing House.

21 but the Legislature can lower
it to rot less than 18, but may
not thereafter increase it

Anocther ivaportant point is tha’
the Article prohibits property
qualifications or other tests for
voting except for certain special
district elections and, of course
requires perty enrollment for vot-
ing in a primary. =

ie S ibird fourth, Wifth and
major branches of government —
the Legislature, Execative and thy
Jadiciary. They will be discussed
in the neat column explaining h-w
thev work to maintain our trad-’
itional “check and balances” sys-

tem,

The sixth Article deseribes the
organization of the. departments
and acencies of the state, includ-
ing those two which are headed by
eiected officials. They are the De-
partment of Audit and Control
headed by tbe Comptroller ane
the Department of Law headed by
the Attorney General. Both these
men will continue to be elected in
the same general election as the
Governer and Lieutenant-Govern-
or. The heads of all other de
partments and permanent boards
and commissions will be appointed
by the Gevernor with approval by
the Senate, except as -otherwise

‘provided by the Constitution.

A major section of the Article
deals with the Governor’s power te
reorganize the state government.
The Governor may submit a plar
which takes effect unless disap
sroved by either house of the Leg-
islature. Another change reor-
ganizes the Public Service Com.
miesion, which iz constitutionally
established for the rtegulation of
utilities. The Article also roverns
the creation of publie authoritie-
and defines certain aspects of
their powers. For example, they
may not levy taxés. Further, as a
measure to protect all taxpavers.
the acapunts of these public auth-
oritiex are made subject to en
Jarsed supervision by the State
Comptroller and his réports and
recommendaiions are to be made
rublie.



