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THE ANDOVER NEWS

Washington, Lincoln, and Firearms An Editorial
February marks the birth anniversaries of two of
America’s greatest Presidents, George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln. ) ‘
~ Both of these titanic leaders reached their zenith
of greatness while guiding omr country through wars
which could have killed off the nation at birth or before

50 YEARS AGO

S

B l_lld.iUIiLy. Both—knewfirearms; for military and—for

sporting purposes. , e

George Washington‘spent nearly a quarter of his
life under arms.— When he died at 67, he had soldiered
for 151% years. When peace and leisure permitted,

" he hunted constantly. Hunting was perhaps the favor-
. ite and foremost recreation of the Father of His

Country. : :

Abraham Lincoln’s numerous biographies note
that he “hunted”, that he “shot wild turkey,” and that
he served in the militia in the Black Hawk War. His

“interest in firearms, especially in military weapons
efficient enough to shorten the Civil War, led him.per-
sonally to test-fire and approve the Spencer repeater,

@ - ety fipst-magazine-cartridge- arm-extensively-used. by
,._,.U-:.S'. FomeS. - .. - e e

Lincoln as commander-in-chief directed probably

the biggest rifleman’s war in the Western hemisphere,
in which by far the highest percentage of casualties
were caused by infantry bullets. Like Washington, he
fully recognized the role of firearms. For one man,
they created a new nation, For the other, they held it
together.

So America was fortunate that both of these heroic

: wartime leaders of classjc stature had a thorough grasp
and understanding of firearms:

But the wars themselves, in 1775 and 18361, whal
did they stait over?

In 1775, was It the Stamp Taa, the quatterlug ol
Bitcsh regdlars iu the omes of Awencan coloniuls
“laration without reprosentation”, of what?

In 1861, was 1t the Fugitive Slave Act, *Bleeding
hausay’, the tariff issue between industrial North and
agricultural South, or what?

What actually turned each clash of words Into a
“shooting war”? .

The answer In Loth luslances 1o vey newly e
saLne. oo T

n <

alla wethodically disarming every individual Amer
fcan who lefi Boston, marched a eolumn of sodevats
from Boston (o Concord, Mass | to selze the arms of
Ame.ican militia stored there. .

In 1861, the first shots were flied over whether a
foa it the hachor of Charleston, 3 ¢ ) showld be evae
uate d and in effect disarmed.

Both wars, then, spramg in thelr fall Llown fonm
Lo efforts to disarm Amertcans who would ot be
disutined )

Whenever anyone stops lo ask hlmocdf whal -t
mwahe America.s fighting mad, he might do wetl to
consider 1776 and 1861 :

P(:x'haptj_ on the annl |,l‘;;“l;.u W V\/uulllngluu wittd
{ tneoln, that 1s as tinuely a thought as any.

(Perniission was granted us 1o 1eprinl the ayove
tiditorial by The Auderican Rifleman, W ashiagton
D. C, Febl. 1967)

serm

Howeyor, what really frightens us, 1s the apatlyy ot
th. American Public and the way they are letting the
Polticians gradually take our freedoms away from us
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J.oH. nackus, Publisher
. Mrs. L. P. (Jennie) Crandall,-

42, died Saturday, February 17,
Her husband, a daughter, her
. mother, three brothers, three gin
ters and a half-brother survive.
Burial.was in Hillside Cemetery.

Mijss Eilen Hall of Andover
and *William Furgeson of Hornell
were united in marriage Wednes-
day Febmuary 21st by - Rev.
Charles Collins.

The second fire of the year
came to Andover Monday evening
while the members of the And-
cver Hook and Ladder Company
and their guests were enjoying
the Seventh Annual Dance. Fire-
men were called to the O*‘Donnell
Pornddy -building, and-dus. to.tae.
handicap of water, they were

tha upright of

Cochrane, 63
died Thursday, February 9th at
her home on First St. Her hus
band, Johm Cochrane and a sis
ter, Mrs. DeEtta Bullard sur-
vive.
Cemetery.

Mr. and

able to save only
the building.
Mary Delilah

Mys. Earl Leon of
Call Hill are the parents of a
son.“Arthur Clair, born last week

Mr. and Mrs. Laverne Kenyon
are the parents of a daughter,
born Wednesday

Mr. and Mrs. A lLowry of lu
dependence are the parents of »

awaughter, born Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. A, C. Green aud
Jdaughter, Fern of Indepenacnce
are guests of (nels parents, Mr
and Mrs. W. W. Thompson a'
(Coudersport, Pa.

Mr. and Mrs. L. . VanWoert
of Coming were guexls of Mr.
and Mrs. A. C. Frisbey, Sunday

Mrs, William Reed of Canisteo
been visiting at the home of

Las :
thix

her father, Calvin Slocum
wech.
Mre  Dicili. Spenect ol Alied
StaEon wus ne gaest £ hed
i S m, Tuesday

Miss Haze "

Jlle is spendiug the week guest

of hor .uut, Mis Wilnam Logers

Mr. and Mrs Lleya Daxis and

sous of Perry were Andover vis

itors over tne weeh end. .
R
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Feb 25, 1827
Behus & vomn, Fulaood

o, ot B Mewd, 31, 91 Heas
. L, tormwerly of Andoser was
ciashend betwoen  lwo tainrvad
cars Wednesday ulght and died
shunly after in the 35t. Jumes
Mercy  Hospital His  widow,
chree .naldren, his father, three
sisters and three brothers survive.

Hilared S. Kkogers, 29, died
‘Lhursvay, February 24th Eis
widow, a Jaughter and his father
survive  Interment was in Hill
side Cemectery.

The early Rohius seen and
heard in the South Hill local’ty
‘tmt week were short lived in the

ad weather of Sunday.

Murs. Fred Brewster and daugh-
ter, Ids Annette, of West Green
wood, have been spending a few-
days this week with her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Miller of
Hornell.

Mrs. Mary Greene returned to

F il ;
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P

Y SepowsLIlchstrong gentral, government
that “they” control. : o
This enables a handful of powerful men to grad-
ually lead us along the “primrose path” to that rosily
. painted “Island in the Sky” __ called Socialism.

. And, when that point is reached, all of the sacrif-
7 iees of our great Patriots will have beenin vain ()3

this once great country of ours will mor¢ than likel:
be in the final throes of bankruptey and despondency

.- .. with the Citizens back in Bondage! ’

-
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Aay-from Tip Top where she has
been spending the past week with
her son, Edward and family.
Jim Wallace is spending a few
days with his brother, Ephriem
Wallace. -
Mr. and Mré Ralph Perry are

Interment was in Hillside .

. .moviiig- from. the J. M. Hartrur'

Farm to a fdarm between Green-
wood and Canistes. Edward Pad-
den will work the Hartrum farm
the coming year. - . -

Cashier and Mrg. John E. Can
pon have returned home aft>
passing a week guest of Mr. Can.
non's sister, Mrs. Jesse Philips
and family of New York Cityv.

District Deputy A. D. Fuller
made his Qfficial Visit to Frierd-
Jhin Fo & A, M. Lodee Monday
‘avening. B. S. Brundage, A. R
Baker and W. 8. Calhoun accom-
panied him.

Miss F.e'ma DeRemer was
guest at the home of her sister
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Crossett of

¥

3
a

~vizited her

__by‘Hmins Lourssa

TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC

The first bill of the session,
introduced as Senate No. -1, pro-
posed an innovation in State gov-
ernment, the establishment of the
office of “Ombudsman” in New
York State. While new in Amer-
ica, such an office of Parliamen-
tary Commissioner or Public Pro-
tector has long existed abroad.
Sweden was the’ pioneer, having
had an Ombudsman for civilian
affairs since 1809 and for the mil-
itary since 1915. Finland followad

. swit-in 1919, and Denmark in 1262, .

Norway, , New. Zealand and, 1
part, Great Britain have adopted-
simiiar systems. .

In the United States there is
only on “Ombursfan”, this Swedish
name meaning “one who repre-
sents someone’’ adopted without
translation. He functions in Nas-
sau County under a temporary ap-
pointment made by Democratic
County Executive Eugene Nicker+
son,- who thus has the honor of
having sparked the current dis-
cussion oh other governmental
levels. Mr. Nickerson, perhaps
wisely, chose a Republican, retired
Judge Samuel Greason, to be the
first Ombudsman. The interest in
the office is by no means confined
to one party. Senate No. 1 war
introduced Dy Republican Senator
John Dunne, ulso of Nassau. As-

Arkport Sunday and Monday.

A. O, Kemp and W. N. Rice re
wurned Saturday night from a
motor trip to Ithaca: They were
dinner guests on their return of
Leon Bloss of Waverly.

30 YEARS AGO
bob, 19, 1837,
& Son, Publi-l.
r. an . o
entertained eighteen guests at a
\ alentine rarty at their hoiae
Sunday evening.

The Amercian leglon Basd o1
ganized for the 1937 season Mon
day evening. - Officers were elec-
ted as follows: Lloyd W. Robir
Fresident; John E. Green,
1, Hadudy, Secre.
tary; C. Backus, Treasuger
A. L. Bloss, Director and C.L.E.
lewis, Asst. Director.

Mrs Carnte Witter, 41, died
Wednesday, February (7. Fer
husband, two daughters two sons
a sister and three brothers sur-
vive. :

Paul Geer, son of Mrisnd Mre.
R. A. Geer- of Andover, has pur-
chased the Payne Pharmdicy a-
Ellicottville, N. Y., in which he
has been employed as pharmicist
for the past few mouths.

W. N. Rice hus sold his home
and truck garden on Chestnut
St., to Charles Gath. Mr. Gath
will take possession April lst.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Clarke
Mrs. C. M. Crandall, Mrs. R. E.
Spicer and Mr. and Mrs. Carl
Clarke are attending Farm and
Home Week at Ithaca this week

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Dawson
of Depew spent from Friday until

son,
Marnager;

in__Ard-

‘mental
‘and, unhappily, bureaucracy

"individual

sembly Minority leader Perry Dur-
yea ‘established a committee of
tive Republican Assemblymen to
study the proposal and make rec-
ommendations. On the Democra-
tic side,. besides Mr. Nickerson’s
initiative on the County level, a
bill was prefiled by Assemblyman
Edward Stevenson, of the Bronx.

OMBUDSMAN'S FUNCTIONS

The function of the Ombudsman
is_to represent the individual eit-
.izen in the examination of possible
abuses of
keep
growing year after year, so do
the possibilities -of misuse of pow-
er, of harm to the interests of
citizens. True, they
can always resort to the courts,
but that becomes expensive and
time-consuming. Most aggrieved
people therefore are inclined to
shrug off an injustice with a “you
cannot fight City Hall”, but that
is not a healthy situation in a
democracy.

The Ombudsman system has
worked successfully abroad. Ex-
perience has shown that usually.
a majority of the complaints com-
ing before the Ombudsman will,
upon investigation, be termed un-
justified. but even this is a val
uable service and a reassurance to
all concerned.

The office dves not duplicate the
work of any existing official. It
differs sharply from the District
Attorney’s office which concerns
ijtself only with cases where a
crime is suspected. If the Om-
budsman comes across such cases,
he turns them over to the Distriet
Attorney for investigation and
possible prosecution. The Ombuds-
man will only have the power

¢reated - by the -prestige - o& s
a2 ok d 4t

authority im govern- -
As government

findings -wblic. If he finds in
favor of a complainant, it is up
to the altected branch of govern
fenf to Fectity whutever wrorz
has been done to the individua’
Public pressure will help to assure
this.
" Guod government will have aoth
ing to fear and should be expected
to welcome this new reassurance
rather than seramble to get exemp-
ted from the Ombudsman’s sphere.
e is not set up to harass officials
or create suspician
MAJOR QUESTIONS

There appears to be broad public
support for the mnew institution,
and Legislators are interested.
However, there are many practicai
questions. Denmark has 4.7 mil-
lion, Sweden 7.7 million, but New
York 18 millivn inhabitants. Should
there be one Ombudsman’s - office
for the whole State or a separate
one for New York City, as well as
for major counties? Should the
Governor or the Legislature select
the Ombudsman? Senate No. 1
said the Governor, but that seemed
incongruous to many, since the
executive branch would be the.onc
the Ombudsman should keép an
eye on. Senator Dunne amended
his stand to appoint by two-thirds
of each house of the Legislature N

over.

Miss Edna Barrett .of Buffalo
visited her parents, Mr. and Mre
George Barrett at their home on
Corwin Hill, Saturday and Sur.
day.

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Ruger
and__danghter, Lois, were week-

b ¥ i+ - 2122 e T2 2
decision, and it could well be that
the Constitutional Convention
would ‘have something to say about
the matter. When Denmark got
a new Constitution in 1953, a
brief paragraph provided the basic

cad guests of Mr. and Mrs. Wil
liam Kibler of Rochester.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Childs grd

family and Charles Rogers were
Saturday and Sunday guests of
Mr. and Mrs. ‘Francis Wales ¢f
Elmira. .
- Miss Doris Chufch of Campbell
Creek and Miss Roberta Church
of the Bath Extension
passed the week-end with their
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Church.

 Mrs. Fugene Nobles and daugh.
ter, Patricia of Towanda. Pa
brother and family
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Church Sun-
day and Monday. .

Schoo! |

authorization for an Ombudsman.
aNd & new- following:
spelled out the particulars.

Most important for the success
of the new office would be finding
the right man for it. He would
almost certainly kave to be a law-
yer, nerhaps with bench exper
jence. He must be recognized as
neing as impartial as possible. Fol-
itical aspirations would be detri-
mental.  If the right man is found,
and he Is given reasonable cooper
ation and working conditions, the
Ombudsman office could become a
major factor in securing better
relations between the public and
the evergrowing governmental set-

up. .

- Year-




