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means that the murderer either
dropped the pistol down the chim-
ney early in the evening before

ped down to the basement and plant-
ed the pistol at the bottom of the
chimney, after doing the shooting.

sudden rage?”’

“Yypu were asking for an opinion,

Max,” Inspector Flaherty interrupt-

there was any snow on the roof to]ed. “Let him tell any facts that
mark his footsteps, or that he slip-|might have a bearing on your gues-
tion.”

“] yield to the police on a point

of law,” replied Michaelis, smiling.

' SEVENTH INSTALLMENT

SYNOPS A card game i in
gession in Bymer Henderson’s pent-
house atop a\New York skyscraper.
Henderson, Police
Inspector Martin  Frazier,
Archie Doane, ichaelis, and
his friend, Williams, a § ker.

They are waiting for Stephen FiXg-

i

gerald.  When he‘fails to appear, W |'puzier, The Assistant District At-
telephone call brings the »mfurl}w« torney picked up the receiver, as
tion that he is out with a girl. Fitz-} pichaelis went into the studio. In-

gerald and Henderson are both ro-
mantically interested in Lydia Lane,|)
the famous actress, but Archie Doane
reveals that she is engaged to mar-
ry him.

Doane lcaves the party eatly when
Fitzgerald fails to appear. A short
time later he tcelephone Inspector
ﬂahon_v with the frantic news that

has found Fitzgerald and  Miss
Lane dead in Lydia Lane's penthouse
apaftment,

When Flaherty the
pxaminer reach the apartment
ipd that Mise Tene s stilt
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spectar  Flaherty  diseloer Miss
Lane's purse, as plainly  dropped
wherever it chan-ad to fall A quick

glance disclosed that it rcontained
only soma koya, 1 hgdterebicf, a
Ao

make up compact and o fe
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The wearchore stepped into  the

squave entrance foyer and recumed
their scrutinv. Max Michaelix, apen-
ing the door of the coat closet. tonk
Archie Doane’s coat and hat from
the hook where Martinalli had hung
them. Fxeept for coat two
which were obvionsly Miss Lane's,
there was nothing else on the hnoks.
“What's that in the farther cor-
ner, Dan?"' asked the lawyer. In-
spector Flaherty turned his search-
light in the indicated direction.
“Looks like a bullet hole to me,”
he said. “That’s what it is!” he ex-
claimed, after a closer scrutiny. A
moment's digging in the plaster with
his penknife disclosed the bullet.
“Another thirty-two,” said the In-
spector as he dug the missle out.
“Where was this fired from, now?”
He backed out of the closet,

a or

the floor.
“Bullet went

tally,” he said.

about the height of Fitz’s

it—

“Max, do you know what I think?
1 think Fitz was shot just as he was
starting for the telephone. Someone
who wanted to keep him from call-
Shot out here, and carried

ing up.
into the other room.”

“Looks reasonable,” Michaelis ad-
mitted. “In that case, Dan, he would
have fallen prone right here. Might

look on the rug for blood.”
“Good idea,”” the Inspector
plied.

closed.
“That knocks the burglar theory,”
said Inspector Flaherty.

other room.”

“Were the rugs disarranged when

you came in?”

feet arder, except for the bodies,”
was the camera man’s reply.

was starting toward the door of the
«tudio where Doane was resting,
the telephone rang.

spector Flaherty was about to fol-

thru the front
something in his hand the nature of
which Frazier’s glance as he spoke
into the phone, did not distinguish.

hia
eye on the bullet hole, which was
about four and one-half feet above

in almost horizon-
“That would be just
heart.
Now, if he was standing out here,
right beside the telephone, facing

re-
Again the searchlights were
brought into play, and a small, dark
spot on the Oriental rug which cov-
ered the floor of the foyer was dis-

“A burglar
mighf have killed him here, but he
wouldn’t have dragged him into the

“No, sir; everything was in per-

“I'll ask Archie if he found them
n disorder,”  said Michaelis. He
as
Inspector Fla-
answered.

for you, Martin,” he said to

ow when Detective Martinelli came
door. He carried

“Here’s something  interesting,
Chief,” said the detective, with a
motion of his head toward the bed-
room, inta which Flaherty followed
him

Frazier joined
Doanea a minute later
Dactor Carrel on the
said  “Miss Lane will
Q¢ has recovered conseiousness and
i welve hours o1 <o will be abl~ to
Ra far

Michaelis  and
“That was
phone,” he
pull thru.

Carvel eays she s

i p odnze apd remembora soath

Mat Ceppensd
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huret fram 1 Y

The weapnn dangled, muszzle do

of Archie Doane “Then this whole
harrible business will he cleared np.”

“T hape Tt's a Chinese puuzle
now,” said Flaherty. en-
tering the carried one

.
Tnspectar
room  He

hand behind him. and the evpression

«n his faro waa gra o and “tern.

| “Here's something which

{the whole husirese he said

[ Max  Michaelis Avchir

;Did you thie
Nagne?"

e whipped his hand fram hehind
his back and displayed a nicksl
plated pearl-handled revolver.

The weaapon dangled, muzzle
down, from the Tnspector's finger,
which was thrust thru the trigger
guard, and on the end of the barrel

tangles
facing

Doane

hefare,

and

over  ece

im silencer.
“Don’t answer, Archie,”” com-
manded Max Michaelis, as Doane

was about to speak, “Where did you
get that, Dan?"”

“Tony found it at the bottom of
the chimney,” Inspector Flaherty
replied. “It’s a thirty-two, and two
shots have been fired from it re-
cently.”

ed to Doane.
he said.
spector’s question.”

“Al right, Archie,”

like it, before,” said Doane.
either the pistol I've been using
the Highhart Studio, or its
—Probably you'll find my
prints all over it.”

zle,

" responded the Inspector.
on it at all.”

Detective Martinelli
find nothing, and then, acting
the chimney flue, and

covered the pistol.

be able to talk.

Tem fresh, Probab

be no problem at all when he have

was the sinister cylinder of a Max.

Max Michaelis smiled as he turn-
“You can answer the In-

“Yes, I’ve seen that, or one just
“It's
in

twin
finger-

“That’s another part of the puz-
“T've
just had the Bertillon man go over
it, and there aren’t any fingerprints

“Aren’t we wasting time, gentle-
men?” asked Martin Frazier, after
had told them
how, with the aid of the janitor, he
had searched the courtyard only to
on
what he called a “hunch,” had had
the man show him the location of
the clean-out door at the bottom of
there, half
buried in soot and ashes, had dis-

“Wasting time, for by afternoon,
Doctor Carrel thinks, Miss Lane will
It’s two o'clock in
the morning now. - I think we'll all
be able to think clearer if we get
some sleep and come at this prob-

heard what Miss Lane has to say.”
“Meantime, the murderer may be

B

Max Michaelis. *You sce clearly,
of course, Dan, that the discovery of
this pisto] at the bottom of the chim-
ney, assuming it to be the pistol be-
longing to Highhart Films, which |y,
can be easily ascertained, absolutely s
clears my client.”

“How s07” demanded the Inspec-
tor.

“1'll leave it to Frazier, as a pub-
lic prosecutor,” Max Michaelis an-
swered. *“Could you make any juryle
in the world, Martin, believe that}l
Archie Doane, standing in the door-
way of the bedroom here—for we
know by evidence of the footprints
in the snow that he did not get near-
er to the chimney than that—could

s

hit a hole in the side of the chimney
top twenty feet away, without dis-
turbing the snow on the edges of|;

cumulated around Archie sc far.”

“Tet me look at that gur please,
Dar.” said Michaelis. The Inspec-
tor laid the implement on a table
an! the lawyer focused the rays of
an eleotric floor Iamp upon it while
he ecerutinizad it from everv angle.

“Taak it Tap.” he caid, at
last * ~an find a arcratoh

on it

over,

e if van

“Not a serateh,” the Tnspector ad-
mitted, after a minute evamination.

“Ther the feat which you
bute to Archie- -

“I'm not attributing anything to
Archie, Max,"” objected Flaherty.
“I'm only hoping we can find an
‘out’ for him. Circumstances are
attributing things to him, not me.”

“Well, put it another way, then,”
smiled Michaelis. “It would be a
wonderful feat of skill for anybody
to throw this gun into the chimney
in the way it must have been thrown
if it was Archie Doane who threw
it; that’s admitted. The chance of
it striking that hole by accident, if
it wcre merely thrown blindly, is
about one in a million, for a rough
estimate. But accidents do happen,

attri-

and juries are prone to believe in
them.
“Now if this pistol had been

thrown from any distance, even a
few feet, and had accidently tra-
versed the only possible course thru
the air which would take it directly
into that hole in the chimney, what
would have happened? Would it
suddenly have altered its trajectory
in the center of the flue, and from
travelifig horizontally, or nearly so,
have changed to a vertical course
downward? Is it possible, under
the known laws of gravitation for a
missle to take a sudden right angle
drop, unless it happens to strike an
obstruction of some kind?”

“I get you, Max,” said the In-
spector. ““If this gun had been
thrown into the chimney it would
have hit the bricks on the other
side and there would be a scratch on
it to show where it had struck. In-
stead, it was dropped into the flue
and struck nothing but a soft bed of
soot and ashes at the bottom.

“Now, let’s see what that means,”

Max Michaelis answered him. “If
this is the gun from which the bul-

lets Archie out.
was until nearly eleven o'clock. Be-
sides, we have the medical examin-
er's word for it that Fitz had been

we arrived.
muking a clean getaway,” objectedithe idea that the gun was dropped
down the chimney from above
any time after the snow fell.

od in the bottom of the chimney af-

with the idea that whoever did the

ment thru the front door while Ar-
chie was at the back door.”

eliminated yet the possibility
Archie himself went down to the
cellar and hid the gun, before he
telephoned me.
the burglar lock off, then fastened
throw this pistol so accurately as tolit again from the inside after he got
upstairs.
chie, but just pointing out the holes

“Now, either of these assumptions]
We know where he

hot not moure than an hour before
1 think we can rule out

at
“As to the gun having been plant-

er the shooting, that begins Y_o
ound reasonable, and also to fit in

hooting slipped out of the apart-
“Locking the door behind him.
h? Well, who had a key?” asked

nspector Flaherty. *“You haven’t
that

He could have left

I'm not accusing yon, Ar-

n your defense.”

the h-ole? Throw it with gloves an “Tony,” he went on, addressing
— for theve are mae fingerprints oniDetective Martinelli, “go dawn an
i bring the jamnitor up here. He can
“It would have to be hacked %1 ftell whether anyane went  to the
pretty positive preof of other ‘0 |hasemer! tonight unless h-'s ip this
crimipating  eiveumetancs 1, ¢ 1 Jhimself.  He peight have o s of
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. aclis,
wn, from the Tnspecter’s finger “Yes, mearly always  “he cerves
e e et e e £ mr g e s e s e o - e Lae Mise Lane’s dresser
cumstantial evidence than has ac.| ~She could have got possession

of thiz revolver, would you say?”
“Yes, there is no doubt that she
could. She is on friendlv terms with
everyhady at the studie and has the
wn of the place ™
“Has she bean st the studie cince

von last caw ‘this sevaslver last
Thursday. you said it was?”
“Yes, Miss ULane plays apposite

me in the film we gre now making,
and we were warking until Friday
I am sure.”
“Was there any suggestion, at any
time, of any animosity
Miss l.ane and Adele?”
“No more than between Miss Lane

hetween

violent things under the stress of

“What -gbout-it;—Arehie - oo
“She threatened to shoot Fitz,
once, if he didn’t stop pestering her”
replied Doane.  “You know how he
was-=with women. --He' launghed- it
oft, but he kept out of her way after
that.” -~

(CONTINUED NEXT WEEK)

Cardinals To Play
Exhibition Game at Olean
Olean.—Crack semi-pro  baseball
stars of Western New York and
Pennsylvania are prepared for the
invasion by the St. Louis Cardinals,
National League team, here Monday
August 8th. The two teams will
play under the lights at Bradner
Stadium, the game being called at
8:30 o’clock.

James (App) Driscoll, manager
of the Olean Nationals will direct
activities of the squad against the
National leaguers. Driscoll in &
statement issued this week said that
he has gathered the cream of the
sport from various communities in
this section and fans are assured a
fast exhibition contest. Players
have been selected from Olean,
Bradford, Smethport, Wellsville and
other communities.
Spencer F. Harris, general chair-

weveral

man nf the oecasion heing sponsored
by the Olean Exchange Club to pro-
vide twa-way radio system and
patrol care for the Olean Police De-
partment, indicated that demand for
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SUMMER CLOTHES pog
CHILDREN

Socks and shoes ung
sembles virtually tuk,.
small ch[li§jvir1m
the summer time,

A “sun-suit ensemble
loose French panties or i
ers buttoned or sewed e
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a matching dress for lite girl
an overblouse for little boys
can be slipped on over the s\;n
when the sun goes down, f(.r
to town or for dinner.
The pantie or trouser
suit is eut with plenty of toom g
a deep crotch which is not too dM
to interfere with getting on a teP
cycle and with other kinds of |n.
If elastic is used, it is at leNpay.
inch wide and somewhat lnosv.: "
Sun-suits may easily be made {ro,
old French panties. A neat mm
fortable pair buttoned to a r;e; lr:
serves either as a sunsuit or v«heﬁ
worn with a matching dress, g 8
undergarment. .
The matching  overblouses and
dresses should open down the front
with buttons large enough (from
three-fourths of an inch to one and
one-fourth inches in diameter) fop
a child to manage. Simulated co).
lars and cuffs stitched flat to the
garmcnts are simpler to launder and
cooler to wear. Straight dresseg
with box pleats from the shauder
or shirring around the neck need py
belts and are roomy. Raglan sleeveg
cr no sleeves at all add ta comfon,
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CLAIR’S PHARMACY
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By Mac Arthur

THE HOUSE OF HAZARDS

~IN AlL OUR MARRIED
LIFE IVE NEVER BOUGHT,

ANYTHING THAT
PLEASED YOU.

DON'T BE SILLY,YOU CANT 60
WRONG— | HAVE KOTHING
A DEFINITE 1N MINDI--ANYTHING
WILL DO-- ' VERY EASILY

lets were fired which killed Fitz and

Mis

PASTEL ROSES- A

"s\ﬁ! 1 SAID USE YOUR OWN JUDGMEN
BUT NEVER DID | SUPPOSE-ERCARC: |
CIDRT YOU GETA SQUARE DESHSR WITH
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