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FIRST INSTALLMENT
In Elmer Herdorson's bungalow!
on tup of the thuuy-story Highharo
¥im Company's building vn East!
Fifry-sixth  street Ffth
sie, Foue men were playiug poker

near

cu 4 eold Jutaary uigght.
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“What does he wnvent?”

s fatest s a new way of mak-
my taliking pretures,” sald  Frazier
irings out the natural volee much
bettvr than auything yet, 1 under
stana Loden’t pretend o kuow
1. those things., but they say the
Highsrt F:lin people pawd him close
t @ miilivn cash on account of roy-
alties,

spector

a

and a4 salary of a hundred
supervise  the
wurking of his device.  He's got a
Yaboratory back in the other roomt.”

Lhat’s what he meant by giviog
Lane Jdame a vowe test, then,”
srunted Dun Flaherty. L thought
ne didn't lovk Lke a singer. Guess
~aay sare’s all right, ¢h?”? He glane-
- still

thowsaml or se to

the telephone.  “Archie

for any rytien ones

v hari hit, [ oshould
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“That's saying & good deal, 1
should think,” said Henderson. “He
is rather on the inside of things,
st he?”

*i¢ by that vou mean that he has
the contidence of the District At-
torney’s office and  the Police De-
partuent, 1 should say that he's very
wuch on the inside.  He's that rure
bird, a cruuinal lawyer who is abso-
lutely on the level

“I'tl say he is,” Dan Flaherty
growled . “lels my goat, sometimes
buttig in vn police matters.  But,
damn him, he's always right.  Got
the best set of brains of any man
[ know. Probably that's Max now.”

The doorbell rang as he spoke.
Doane the others.  “No
answer” he sa “Qiuess she's gone

s the shrewdest lawyer

rejotned

to see her suut.”

To Dan Flaherty's
however, seemed a trifle
disturbed cutwsed  ealm.

“Deesnt like it because Fitz was
going to peet some dame an! the
Lane frail’s gone aut toc,” he whis-
pered ro Frazier. as thev all arose
to gruet the newcomesrs Max Mich-

shrewd eves,
the actor
nader  his
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Flaga W il Henderacn, “You
mderstand how  to  use a  dial

“Exense me 3 snnute” he wid]

“ the
ran o

sthers, ax Archie Doané be
whirl the tsiephone dmi.‘
I 26 wrth 7iu again right away.”!
He srossed she foyer and wer.:f
ta aacther rmom. )
“Nice ittle guy, Henderion,” said|
Tan Flakersy. “fnad nerve.  ton:
“he *ay he hacked him buated fluah
.ut now and gnt away with it oma
a3 gnod poker as I've ever sesn.
I'd have sworn he waa holding o
kicker with threes, or had two big
paiz at the least ™
“What does he 40?7 Teaeh sing-
ing? There must be money in it,
the way be’s fixed up here,”” Hs
glanced- apprsisingly aroond” the
Juxuriously furnished room.
“No! he's an inventor,” replied
H—yoa-aboat
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YVau wera right”

he aaid to Fraxier
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“Mind ¢ [ 33e yiur phazne again?”
aaked Doana. il jost eall up Misw
lane. ¥he waan't aure whether she
waonid be gogng sut tonight or not;
nalf osxpected a saummona from a
dawagar aunt or aomething like
char.”

“Surely.

Help youriel,” replied
“Give her my compli-
won't you?”

“Tell me abost Michaelis,” he
went on, addressing Frazier, “I've
heard acmething about him, of
eoorie.. You see,” he added, turn-
ing to Inspector Plaherty, “this is
really Frazier's party. I don't know
many people in  New  York—too
busy in my laboratory until lately
to make many friends. Doane and
!Pritz. of course—got to know them
in my picture work. If it hadn't
been for meeting Frazier, here, thru
l?.riu, T wouldn't have thad the

£ 3 .
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anew Refore®
) I» may sound asdd, but I
was rarn and raised southern

snly visits to the
and Fast have been in the
U've nnly seen snow at a
on the mountain peaks,”
{ Hendersor.

distares,

“Southern Califarnia, eh?"  said

3 . . s
;M:chae‘.u, moving over to the apen
U T MNg 2.0ng angyone ! fre.

“Los Angeles? Oh, Pasadena.

fellow

tetter. ramed Evereir, Joseph Everett, a

Great friend of

T ear’t 2ay I know him well,” Hen-

. fdemon answered. “‘Here,” he con.
agz.n aa the oth-)tinzed, as his man came in
¥ tcast. Fiah-lfresh glasses for the newcomers, *1
lepacne and res!
s with the!

with

don't suppose you gentlemen will ob-
jeet to a drink?”

“Not 1" said Williams, the stock-
“Br-r-r-r-r! - Winter's here
alt right. This would be a great
right for a murder.”

“Hear that Dan?” said Michaelis
to the Inapector. “What are you
doing, taking a holiday on a night
like this? Williams says it would be
a good night for a murder.”

“Well, here's success to crime,
then.” replied Flaherty, raising his
refilled glass. “I've never noticed
the weather made much difference.”

“Success to crime,” echoed Max
Michaelis, glancing around the room
28 he drank. “Cozy place vou've
got here, Mr. Henderson. Nobody'd
dream that it was storming out-
side.”

“We had no idea there was a
storm until you came in looking like
Santa Claus,” said Archie Doane.

“It has to be sound proof, as sound
proof as possible,” Hend

glass. “Just think what the news-
paper men would do with a smlmd-
proof room as the scene of a crime.
‘Sereams of the victim smothered
by padded walls’ and that sort of
thing.grou know. ‘Wunder some fie-
tion Writer hasn't pulled off 2 mur-
der in a talkie studio. ldeal set-
ting, ehg Dan?"”

“A for that reason the last
place to expect it,” growled Inspeé-
tor Flaherty. “Most murders are
unpremeditated. They happen as the
result of a sudden impulse combined
with opportunity. That’s what makes
it hard to convict a murderer. If
he has set his stage for the job he's
bound to leave clues we can pick up,
and vnce we prove who set the stage
we've pretty nearly got & conviction.
It’s the hit-and-run killers that do
most of the murders and leave few-
est clues behind.”

My, what a gruesome turn our
party is taking!” interposed Archie
Doane. ~ “Murder! Ugh! It even
makes me shudder to see it in the
pictures. I'm supposed to shoot a
tough hombre in the film I'm work-
ing in now, and it gives me the
creeps to pick up the property pis-
tol.™

“I agree with Doane,” said Hen-
derson. “I'm funny that way, but
the sight of bloodshed, ar even the
thought of it, turns me sick at my
stomach.  You gentlemen, in the
Police and the District Attorney’s
office, and practicing eriminal law,
natura!ly take it as part of the day’s
work. I'm going to have an«ther
drink hefore we get hecl: to  the
business of tha evening  Will you

ser

jein me
Only Doane accepted, and the two
drank another highbsall each while
the others re-ume<d their seats at
the eard tahle and Frazier hogan te
dogl,
“Sorry 1
agreeable,

started anvthing dis-
gent'omen,”  Mishaelis
“Par you  wght

when venare st

apelagized sgain.
wet ta talk shop
in ennpany
“11 tal nothing but
gruntel the
Its a cold, Adnrl wight ard T svave

prokor from
new an”’ Ty sy-ontar.
- scitemnt
T'H- oxcitement begins vioht now
Dan.  2pid May Michaeliz.  “ Table
stales, »ll jack ota. T balieve!
U1 take the Uid off thi: ene ™
H- akaved a st-ck »f bl-e ¢ ipa
inra the middl 7 the tadblc and the
~ me wa~ on.
Fok - isn't & g ime of cnrde: it's
a same of humsn nature,”
af ran

Then

wne one
Flahs-ty's aphorieme. Afrer
henda hed bhern played he
sanld *oll mase nbhont the character
wf the c<rhers at the table than an
nrdingry men could learn by months
of intimate ascociation. With the
poker techninue of Martin Frazier,
Archie Doane and Max Michaelis he
was already sufficiently familiar to
estimate almost to a two-spot the
prohshle contents of their hands, by
their evpressions ~nd manner when
making their hets. Mirhaelis" friend
Wilkams, and the host of tho even
ing. Elmer Hendersan, were strang-
ers. and the veteran dotective gave
his closest serntiny to them.
Williams, he speedily decided, was
a long-chance player, a victim of in
=atiable curiosity who cared little
whether he won or lost so lang as
he got action for his money. Hen-
derson, however, puzzled him.
Twice, when Flaherty was certain
the other was bluffing and bet heav-
ily upon that belief, Henderson fool-
ed him by showing the winning
hand. Yet more than once, when
the Inspector had folded a good
hand of his own, convinced that the
inventor held higher cards, the oth-
er had laughingly shown a worth-

a fer

less hand as he raked in the pot.

Dan Flaherty's respect for the
slender young inventor mounted as
the game went on.

Archie Doane, however, was not

jng in his usual form. It was
ﬂ:ﬁ‘{o—bdﬁ“ﬁiﬁc}ty that somie-
thing was worrying the actor. It
was not hard to guess that his
thoughts were upon Lydia Lane and
the possibility that the rendezvous
which had kept Stephen Fitzgerald
from joining the party in Hender-
son’s bungalow had some connection
with her absence from her own
apartment. Doane was playing me-
chanically, without enthusiasm, sel-
dom backing his hand and then, as
often as not, laying down what
would have been winning cards. His
customary brilliant and courageous
style of play was noticeably absent,
and Flaherty was not surprised when
after an hour and a half, he an-
nounced that he had had enough.

“Don’t let me break up the game,
gentlemen,” he said. “There still
will be five of you. I'm not up to
it tonight, that's all”

He settled for the several hun-
dred dollars’ worth of chips which
he had lost, took a final drink and
said goodnight.

Henderson escorted Doane to the
elevator.

“Archie’s worried about his girl,”
said Flaherty, as soon as the two
were out of earshot. “He isn’t any
toa sure of her'

“My guess ic that Henderson'’s a
hit touched in the same quarter,”
suggested Frazier. “He was pretty
quick to come to her defense, when
T made that bad break a while ago.”

“I'm not an,” said Max Michaelis.
‘Wh~'s the dame?"

“T forgot you weren't here,” Fra-
zier sapologized. “T made a fool
breax about Lydia Lane and bhoth
Hendorson and Archie snapped me
up If Hendoraon isn't sweet on
her, thon I'm a had cuesrer. Rut
Archie annnunecd that he's going to
marry he*

“I.ydia Vane, eh?" echoed Max
Michgelia. “Well, there are plenty
of "em in the nicturee with worse
reputations *har hers T don’t know
much »bhout her as a mai*er of fact,
excep' that she s a g od looker and
never hag heen mixed up in & rublic
weandal
at ~ut.”

“Bat Henderman scer's to he as
good A ape * in love s he iz at the
cards  he ccntinged.  ‘If  you're
right, that i< ahcut his having had
aspir~tionx in the faiv Lydia'= direc-
tion A game little chap, T should
say. Sernitive and high <trung, but
certainh aplendid
trol.”

“He's a great poker player, all
right,” grunted Dan Flaherty.

“He sure plsvs 'em hard to fig-
ure.” Michaelis agreed ‘“‘He's had
me fooled a dozen times.”

Hendersan rejoined them and the
game was resumed, with the stacks
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Max Michaelis nodded approvip,
ly and seemed about to make iu,:v
comment, when Henderson ree;lte:
ed the room. They had >anoﬂ\::
round of drinks and resumeg theip
game. Somewhat less than half gn
haour later the telephone rang.

Henderson answered the call. “Ity
for you, Inspector,” he called, b
hand over the transmitter. “Are
you here or not?"

“T'll answer,” said Flaherty, ris.
ing. I always leave word at
Headquarters where to got me They
wouldn’t call unless it was gop
thing important. Hell1
Flaherty spesking

“What? The hell ven ~ag!
Where are you now?”

Tasportgy

There was a long <ilence in the
room. Max Michaelis. watching the
Inspector’s face from where he w,
saw it grow terce as the In-yecte

listened Then  Tlahertve  raig
again.

“Both dead? Al right; stay right
there. Don't touch snything. T}
be right over. What's *he adires)
Okay, Archie. —Dort lese

D your
What's 1447 Rue- | 11l heing
“im with me.”

(CONTINURD NEXT WFRFK)
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Michaelis, setting down his empty
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_ Mr. and Mra.
July 6—X A |
Komme and family of R
re Sunday visitors of M
we !

¢ Orville Green.
MrI:.aul Bruer and sister .of C
port Were guests at Orville (

day evening.
Tu;;n and Mrs. Charles Hal
oy Florence, Pa., were gu
}przrenls over the Fourth.
" Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hal
. Mr. and Mrs. Bert

iy,
i:‘r:]fimi]y, Fred Halgey all
:\'er and Mr. and Mrs. Char!

sey, Mr and Mrs. }.awrenc
way and family enjoyed 8
dinner at the home of their
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Halsey J

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Slocu
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Fre
cm at Shongo, Sunday.

Oren Meade of Bradf:ord
guest of Mr. and Mrs. Vieto
lnd over the week-end, 1
picnic dinner and fishing
Creek, Monday.

Roland and Richard Lac
smethport, Pa., brothe_rsl 0
victor Hoagland were vigitor
home Monday evening., Th
returving from a trip to Ne
Oren Meada returned hom
them.

M+ and Mre James Sim
yer Florence. Pa., were g
\r snd Ve Frank Halse
day

Mrs. Mae Davis and
Graves of Wellsville and 1
Gondridge were guests of
Wrs, 120 Davig, Monday.

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Dav
visitars in Wellaville, Weds
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callers nt Tawrnes Ordiwr
dry.
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PRI schonl  at

July 5 Nearly 100 pe
tended the commnuity pier
day with guests from ]
Perry, (Mean, Canecadea, F
Belmont, Petrolin, Wallm
Andover present.

Miss Coreths Mead is s
few days with the Pero
Limestone.

Mrs Carrie France of
is the guest of her cousin,
Teonard.

Barhara Richardson of
was the guest of Doris M
days last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon I
children were Sunday gues
tives in Jasper,

Miss Erma Burdick left
for New York, where shi
tend summer school at
University.

Miss Glennys Forsythe
ter has returned to her
visit to her mother, M
Clair,

Mrs. Effa Burbank of
was a guest at the Wah]
week.

_ Miss Ethel Mae Crowne
ing the week at the Y. P,
ence in Lima.

Francis Mead joined h
ﬂl_e M. E. church, Wells
Up to Letchworth Park
ening.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Me
called on his sister, M
Reynolds on the Vander
day,
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SUDper guests of Mr. an
:{m Clax'-k Friday evenin
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:\'er’s anniversary and |
€ Gertrude's birthday.
".\In and Mrs. Anthor
Y and family ang Mra,
er} Spent the Fourth af
and[r‘ and Mrs, Earl
Be_hx'tmuly and Mr, an
ehl ang family enjoy

Gnner at Syon
L0y and also motor
ke Wwhere
: tl
Joved & boat . i youne

°n Baldwin wa:
caller ap Ngprpe
Sftemogn. Newton Clag



