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“You're a funny one, Pierce,” he
spoke jokingly—and at the same
time meant every word he said. “In
the first place, coming with all that
stage scenery on yourself. It takes
one of you correspondence school would never
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into the drawing room, and we had
a minute’s talk at the foot of the
stairs.

“I’m going to my room now,” he
explained. “It’s a wmaid's room on
the third floor, but it fits my pur-
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cape thru the doorway, and it would -
iled the plan for him to see _
us on the way out. Lying close to the
walls, it was likely he wounld pass us

stay, as the swampwater glided be-
neath the boat.

- It was .after nine when 1 sa n€
flash of a lantern across the water.
Thin clouds were in the sky, and
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derer would recognize your deter-
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newspapers -— and-—meke-- himself
scarce before you could get out
the handecuffs.”
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