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CHAPTER L—John Bartiey,
4nal investigator, recently re
gocret Service work during the war, is
gsked by the governor of New York to
a mysterlous attempted Tob-
the Ltobert Blyke home at
near Sarato
slances of the case intereat B:
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proves that he commsitted sulcide, -Bat{-
10 me, that gun and the way it 1 hall
proves murder. Nnt only murder, bwt
that the gun was piaced 1o his hand’
after death.
hand grasps tha revolver. It s not
beld so firmly bot that with some
effort It can be oved. The testl-
mony of all medico-legallsts 15 that In
cases of sulcide oy of accidents, the
attitudes and -acts of the persod

Nustrationsby
IrwinMyers

1 .She gave o start, wrung her hands,
lnml answered exseltedly, “The buler
found him,  Mr. Slyke wus going fish-
- ing toduy, afd was to huve been called
(early. The Lutlef went to Knock on |
ihis door and found it half opened

Bartley interrupted, “Then, 1 take

| tinued for some secon

s suddenly ended are con-
: 5 atieF JCAtE]

Roché was listening attentively, but
Bartiey's lust words were a lttle ov@F
his head. Perceiving that he did not
understand, Bartley explained At
greater length: .

“What I meun by that 18 simply
this: 1 cuses of suicide or where &
man shoots himself by accident and
dies suddenly, the hand-éutehes the
wedpon so tightly that after death 1t
{g almost hupossible to lovsen his
grip: —Theve ds-u muscnlur SpASm thet
follows death which causes the hand
to grip the wenpol even more tightly
than in life. 30§t medicolegal books
agree that a4 weapon so held is the
best evidence of suichle”

Roche wal Rot willing to nceept this
statement. ““Thut's u tine theory,” be
sueered.  “Just the sort of u thing
you eity detectives dig up.” You have
got to have more than that to make

Look at the way mpw““““‘”

velver had belanged to the
rade the waiclde theory plausible, yet

so8 bow the faets
that’ Bartley had brought torward o
disprove tbe suicide cowld be over-
throwp. .

“What makes you think, Mr. Bart-
ley," Rochs asked, “that Siyke was
dressed at the time be was killed?”

Bartley answered: “If Slyke had

to bed there would have
been more blood ob S bed’ﬂotlzu
than the few drops Wwe see 0B the $ii-
Jow: -His- pightshiet, too, Jt It had
been worn at the time he wus kiled,
would have had some traces of blood
on It. There aré no such stalns. This,
end the fact that death must have
Been Instantaneous, mukes me teel
sure thut he was undressed ufter he
wag Killed and then-placed..on the
hed In the postiion in which we huve
found him,"

Bartley began a search of the room,
using a swall ginss once or twice as

1y evenings i N Ny
c. Visitors CHAPTER 1L—With his_friend oy, | v bie wantly hept the dovr of his |
Butiey goes to Cirde Lake, the pair | F0OR lacked.
bocoming Lhe guests of Bob Curre, an “Ye did. I do not know why. The
- oot triend. The three visit the Blyke | pycle ) e
YYD, W. M. Sne, flyke apparently resents Bartley's utler saw it was open, looked in,
TR Ve B ___:;;é!#_ng. saying o:e—u:: sau-ne'idlhe wo ‘ ealled him, and got no auswer. Then
3 LEAGUE. were gullty. Bartley ia not Next morn- | P® told me. . was At break-
]ytghslyke is toun;:ld e:d in bhed, apparent- fast. 1 went to his room, and there
fon, Inc. Iy having shot himeglf. he was—" and bher “voice trailed off
ach Month CHAPTER tI1 ;| In Rorror.
dent. . N Bartley's face was very grave as
res. Suiclde or Murder. he said, "What did you do when you
r, Becretary I was out of bed In s moment, and | ind be was dead?” .
getting Into my clothes as rapldly as Por the hundcedeh . brughed
NO.-1008. 1 could... Fully dressed, I1_followed the halr from her eyes. called the
wnd Fo Bartley out onto the Tawh, Which W | Tt oer Ruth. was. re.. Then 1
urth Dl et ith the morning dew. Wa | (Sephoned tor the doctor .
). O. F. Hall. crossed the fleld and went through Roche did not like Bartley's dolag
ter. the “woods-in. sllence. At last I ven: :n the questioning, and he agserted
tured to ask what {t was that he had is official position by saying that it
3, Secretary e pegarding Siyke's death, — | Ho8 B e Pyias P e o ene
eleome “aAbout five minutes before I woke : ere wly;:f “fﬁ—k ttee-iad a
you, King 'phoned to say that ho had o eh e ed with. ;12:. g e
NO. 18 been called to Siyke's house—that 8! ¢yiie feat gqua B Tt et—hr%?;i
was dead. He was toid that he had ; square, Was le5er
| committed snicide” had expected- to find, It was fur-
sdays of each — iy -houtd- b Sk Eitted- h nished llke a den. The bed in one
ait— e y 8 e- have ~him-| sorner was the only evidence that it
Commander ; 8 -
scord Keeper. b ltl::t.: man who had nerve enough | ger the white coverlet we could 809
ya_walcome. In a moody tone Bartiey replled, ;ha “m;‘om oin man huddled i &
P o e ine s o liie Doyond
g o the alr & e beyon
to puzzle out his meaning. the foot of the hed. His face was
ntry eslhs. When we reached the house thers | palr hidden by the pedclothes, which
8—9 A M. was no outward evidencé that 8RY-| were clogely drawn around his neck
d : thing unusual had taken place. Doc| and over hls chin, The doctor had
Conter e 5 —Gai--Tas .coming. Yo _ the | at Slyke's head, and
Y. -drive as we neared the front of the | we all stovd about him “In slience uni
* bouse. With him was a short, red-| Bartley’s volce broke the stlllness.
faced Irlshman {n police uniform, «Miss Potter, when you came
M. D. Whom he Introduced, a moment later, | did you touch the pedelothes at all?”
argaca 28 Roche, the chief of the local police She hesitated a second, as if trylng
' -force. - to-think, then replied, “No, 1 gave
nwood St. Bartley turned to the doctor. “Just | a guick look, saw he was dead, and
N. Y. .what did they tell you over the| hurried from the room.”
o » he-asked.
——— “On I you. Y
M gotten + of bed, whepn the Dell TEUE
y o _.__and_an excited volce asked me to
‘e R Fome at once, as they Bad—justtound
e, Center St. Siyke dead and thought he had killed
LY. = . ~RImgeS T s e e
Before we could ring, in fact before | cheat. yEe'S itghirt —had--
«gre could reach the top step of the | been buttoned. His face was calm,
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flung open and &

showing Dot the alightest sign of &
death struggle; bls eyes closed; bis
wouth partly open. As Bartley pulléd
the elothes still turther down, Wé n

Then we notlced the wound that had
caused his death. It was under his
jeft ear, half hidden by the plllow,
on which were a few drops of blood.

The doctor knelt' and examined the
wound closely, then rose to his feet
Bartley In turn bent over the body,
but he turned his attention to the
hand holding the revolver. It Iay
close §o the side of. the body with the
fingers gripping the butt firmly. Bart-
oy moved It & lirtlg, ‘but did not-at
tempt to loosen their clutch. With
snother glance at the pillow and the
face upon it, he rose, his lips com-
pressed, his face grave.

Roche turned to us with a hatf
smile, “It's such a slmple case, Mr,
Bartley, that it won't need any of
your skill to solve it. The doctor

— o hold a long lnquest. It's

48 ctear a case of suicide as

~1 ever seen. He undressed, got in -bed,

and then shot himself. There 18 the
gun in his hand. Not much {n this

= case, ls there?”
- T Ww%
CE «siyprg Come, Doctor, Jt's Come, Just 88} ment; but Bartley, as if be
1 Expscted—Ho's Killed Himselt= heard, the bed, his
. tace stern, and examined the revolver.
3. Maln St. woman of about B coshed wildl9 | Gop Ty stralghtencd up. be said
to the doctor's side. She was far impl “It's serious enough, Chief.
» ¥ -an gttractlve women, thin, with what ;dffdz; always is, and this ls mor
is called a hatchet.face Her shrill |- e d Lo

RLEY, :‘olﬁe 'ﬁnn:‘scﬁé _gmbbed the doc| "l yjs words Miss Potter, who h:d

. | or's 8l al B sl me, eage
Jounsellor at La “upp's come, doctor, 1t's come, just a3 :e:;m:‘:n:::fymt;z " d:hu ims go ni
on "Good Real 1 expected. Be's killed himself. b, | g ey Ag for myselt, 1
up. rity ) J knew there would be trouble. Night ?aa ot greai.ly. gorised at his
NES: st’ _after night, 1 have had.g message O%| oorq  His manoer bad been %0
RECEIV. e ouiga board. It sald agaln B o0y g 1 had been expecting
] “Frouble, trouble coming’ ARl L othing of thp sort. Roche grunted
Andover, N. I have dreamed that he wan dead; 180 B amusem od to King. |
- - s come. He s dead” «Do you-hear the man mow! Mur,
N Bartley gave me @ look Tots, hel 0 Ghy, that's fooltsh, Mr. Baxt-

. the_sister

: a“ﬁ": was hﬂ&.l’:&u‘n hesent spie | ley: I suicide. He has the gun

. Buykes gead in his hand.” .
tld Em Bartley gave him\an amused gianes

introduce us.
By the time

-day before.

© . It was some tim
‘equld get ber calm

the introductions bad
wero all in the blg
had met Siyke the
had told us the
Siyke was to
ight, and the
d been one.
tables,

" .been completed, we

-yoom in which we
Currle
. .previous evening that ®
card party that
that ghere bs

e before the doctod
od down enough to

may be foolish,
put it's murder. u\de' he hx: !h‘l
gon in his hand; that makes it
took something Like sulcide, I agree;
but that's just what someone wanted
o8 ta think.”
This - statement
Roch . His face flushed and
he snecred, “Oh, come LOW, bow do
you expect to prove that
“Bartley did not anawas but stmgly
1 think we ail

-3

that the right hand held a revolver. |

ed to makel

u -

Tie THIBE he WA Tourdered:™

Burtley gave a little shrug of his
sboulders, up if bored by the whole
thing. “As you wish! 1 had an idea
you might want more evidence than
that” He paused, und we walted
breatblessly for his next words.

00K &
closed. Itisa recognized fact by all

C: —when-death--€omes 1
by violence, the eyes of the vietim
gre wide open and staring. On the
other hand, in ceses where death
comss slowly, they may be half shut.
I nelther instance are they ever Tully
closed. When “we find & CuBe “wirere-
the eyee are tightly closed, we know
fhat someone -has- elosed them, nnd
that it was done after the man was
dead.

“Here we find the eyes closed. If
he committed suicide, they would be
opeﬁ'wmﬁ-ﬂmﬂrd&edrbhw—
would be open also. Though the fact
they are closed does not help us to
declde between murder and sulcide, it
does point to the fact that someons
has been In the room and closed them
after he dled. May We not Suppose

8 ‘eyew, —Fhey-are-tightly-1-

ing.,
Staing wnyw

. .Hiv_ expl
enough,
Why had the m

the

difficulty s l_m.kl K
growled flercely w}\en_%_
butler motoned to thegdivetor 1o vome

A 3

Bo- bwtton 1o the trons ui bl sbin
hold bls collgr, and one stoeking
{s missing. ADy wup may losa & ook
Jar button, but If be dous. that buttop
wili be dropped at the place where be
No button & In thig room.
It waa lost in the room in which he
was Dadressed. 3
here but voly one stocking, and we
nsturally ask where 15 the other stock-
Then, teo, there -are no blowd
here tn this room. Though
his wound dig not bleed wuch, It must
have bled some.
sons why 1 say he wes not killed 1n
this poosn, OF gven unfiressed here."”

we flnd his shoes

These are the rea-

hle

bed.

lanation seented F
yet  womewhat
urderer tuken ull this
trouble to unulress Slyke, abul why hnd
he-done 1t In some nther -t
next questlon was just us puzzhing.
slyke had not heen killed in this roonn
whare lad the erine U
i he hed rend my
suggested thut as there wus imotlier .
room in the ower, we uikght see what
could be tound there.

The hutler, who entered at this mo-
ment, did bis best not tp dhawe at
He was holding with great
opewn Alredd

mystifyini.

The

As
Ioehe

n Pk
Lo ¥

round toose o

to Burtley.

that
The

le

gady @
entire pade.

AW US

R

wmount of untsed white

and tinding neue, 1 brodget

» uthers

e card

o 1o his slde, 1 saw that
. Like
vie back carried 2
sent thut- covered the
s one bt an unusual

1f by drawing

! to him. &s he reached his side, Duc- | jey poluted sitently Lo W
| tor, King placed i hand upon the | jhud idiy smused hinmse!
dob's hiad and 1t eensed to show U5 | o tr with n pencl, a bublt many
-~ —teeth und rs. _Wor gev- | people have.

Bartiey Began a
Using a Smatl Glass Once or Twice
as If He Were Loeking for Finger-
Prints,

if he were looking for fingecprints.
Siyke's clothes were flung over a chair,

that the same person that placed the
gun in his hand to make his death

»-to-be-guicide,wax ali0 the ONe |

R

who closed his eyes, not knowing that | 1oy was right
in | they should have remained open, DO | derer had undressed him after the

matter how he dfed?’

He paused, as if waiting for some-
one to speak, then as no one did, he
continued:

wBut that Is pot all, Roche. You
should use your comiton sense. Here
is Slyke, dead, with both hands by

= 4 hos—up

and one of his sfockings had fallen to
the floor. The way the gray suit 1ay
wonder if Bart-
when he said the mur-

crime. It looked 80 much as if it
had been carelessly fung there by &
mau preparing for bed. N

After golng throogh Siyke's pockets
Bartley sald slowly, “} have grave
doubts If he was even Kkilled in this
room.”

_placed Bs arms by his sides. - He did
Bt ~for

ntly, without even a strug-
¥cond atter the shot was fired,

e

drawers

" time enough for that; h¢ | a second TIN¥

& tﬁe room,

of the deak, exa®ning the
o - ihei b5 came-baek-to-the

clathing. Pieking up the blue
shirt from the chair he examined it

He was ot killed in this room.
Here is the suit he wore. You orifl

right.

orid wras over as far as he was
It was someone elie who
arigiigod those things. Someone who
wighed bis death to appear to Dy sal-
¢lde, and In trylng to do that tather
overdid the whole thing. No, I do
not think there is the slightest doubt
in the world but that he was mur
dered.” .

Roche had long since lost his con-
fdent alr, He said nothing, though,
even when Bartley had finished. Thé
doctor, too, had listened with intereat,
yet 1 was not mltogethee sure that he
wholly agreed_with Bartley’s roason-

ing.

«“But, If Slyke was murdered,” the
doctor asked, “why should all this
trouble have been taken to make it
look ke sulcide?”

Bartley, who way bending over the
bed examining the bedy, did pot an
swer until he straightened up agaln.,

“King,” he said in & grave volee, “1
gm—sure—this—1g-murd not gy
The person who killed him wished us
to believe he killed bimself. More-
over, he was not killed in bed” -

Both the doctor and Roche looked
as if this last statement were too un-
b vable;and. avep who bad long
since ceased to be surprised ai

tley.—roight say,

won-
dered a little. '

“When you look at the pillew,” he
explained, “on which his head les,
you will find only one or two spots of
blood. The shirt, in fact, has none
at all. The wound must have bled
gome—not much, it Is true, but far
more than it seems to have done from
the appearance of the bed. He was
Kkilled elsewbere and placed In this
bed afterwards. 1 doubt if he was
even undressed at the time of his
deatb."” L

Miss Potter, who bad remaiméd 3i=
lent although obviouly very nervous.
asked If she might go to her room and
teave the doctor in charge. This dele-
gating of her authority to the doctor
aid not appeal to Roche; and he told
ber that, f her brother-inlaw had
boen murdered,. it weuld be the police
and not the doctor who would take

made DO
bat started to leave the roon.

“Miss Potter” Bartiey asked, &8
the door, “di¢ you eyer
Mr. Siyke's band?”

notice mtmmaomuuphe.d
onthho]m!rhch-mmnerwl
mmwon!dumnniplmuum
was undressing for bed. But there

lcked his finger
eral moments he and the butler held 2
low - conversation, then King turned
to us to say that he had just beep
called to the hospltal for anm operation
and would have to leave at once.
Bartley scribbled something on &
plece of paper, and hending it to the
doctor sald, 1 think-there ought to
_pe-a pleture taken of the body so
it ean be used at the inquest.”

The doctar agreed and went out, ac-
companied by the butler. As the door
closed behind them Bartley went to
loek 1, but the key was missing.
|- Atter—a-moment's—hesitation._he
cided 1t would do no harm to leave
it unlocked while we were gone. and
we all etarted tor the floor above.

The room we entered was of the
same size as the one In which we had
Here, too.

fou!

aro

gmoked cigarette and & magazine, b
on the opposite side of the table the
sub of a cigar.
both of them with keen Interest and
finally placed ‘hem in an envelope.
The cigarette must have been a very
high-priced one, for the end was of
the finest stra®.
the table suggested

| ence,
table,
interest in the room.
&5 W

oncealod by Mo folds. Glancing

nd Slyke.

und

14T -was 0
While

7bllo Bariley was Sttt gianeing-at
the table, I walked over to the large:
wingow and drew aside the heavy cur
tain that reached to the floor. At my
est waa a playing cerd that had been

5

a little table In
the room, a lounge In one corner, &
smell desk in another.
table that - attracted. Bartlay's aiten-
ton. On it stood a half-emptied
bottle of Scotch wbisky, and beside
the bottle three glasges, one of them
holding* about a i

been smal A
perhaps, &t whick a

had axed

The design wad shmple,

unug through them.

Pursuant to an

that all
Char!

of the
of said deceased,
James T. Fo
in the City
Steuben, on or
July, 1923.
Dated,

there was
hajrs grouped

the center of

It was the

poonful of liguor.
asges was_a half-

order

ody, Opera
of Homell,

Cot

only & tuss of scrolls, with u it
figure here and there,

(To be continued)
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

of Hon. .
Bernard-B:- Ackerman, the Surrogate
of the County of Allegany, in Sar-
rogate’s Court, notice is hereby given =
persons having claims against

cember 16, 1922.
ANGIE A. DAVIS,
2. Administratrix, -
JAMES T. FOODY, ’

Attorney for Adminishatﬁx,

tthe

und lines rump-

same,; with the vouchers thereof, to
the undersigned, the ‘Administratrix
Goods, Chatteld and Creditora
at” the office--of-
unty of
before thg 1st day of

28

S Davis, late of the “Town of ~— —
Andover, in said County of Allegany,
deceased, are réquired to exhibit the

Homé_n, N

Bartley looked at

The appearance of
that three men
3 8 of |

bifl introduced in
day by

or

‘Webber A.

same width as
Abolttion of ge proposed statute

ANOTHER . FREAK BILL

Albany, Jan. 24, — Every sleigh
in the state will be sent to-the junk
pile in the event of the passage of a
the assembly to-

Joiner, Republi-
Joiner meas-

inchea apart, . .
“gutomobiles.

would be made ¥

three feet apart.

- .

ishable by & fine of ten doliars, x"1‘1:\(;

species of sleigh has runners about .-

—
__.Read the Classified Ads.

FINAL CLEARANCE -~
Suits and Overcoats

Ma;ly of our patrons have told us that at mid-season

prices our

value

Clothing stood alone from the standpoint of

The new sale prices emphasize that value sharply

---——=go-definitely that no thrifty man, who appreciates good

Clothes, will pass up this wonderful opportunity.

O O
l W s & G ——
Shirts §0c to $1.48

‘Madras Shirts of high
. quality are offered “in this
. Great Sale at a money-sav-

ing price.

Underwear 89c to $1.65
.C%;quped together at one

D e 183 S€

wear which offers -value

plus.

ngae

“Hosiery 19c to 65

The man who looks to
present as well as future
needs will do well to putin a
supply. -

Gloves $1.56 to $1.95
Made of specially selected

Gloves offered.

kcape and made like the best-

STAR.

" MAIN AT CHURCH

X the party broke uwp- MV we Wﬁm in it, by sowe HORNEL‘.-, N. Y. -
- s quick-glanes arousd. mtvacis, § clge to Lils statemedl. L .
.modmnmmu.w,m As wa did not spesk, ba replied, _ _
te g “Bosbe, om (hipk that e (a2 Ba lo) B2 s r——
g e o e e i . T ] ' » _
b - _ . L
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