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One day when Stuart was- gelog
througt - the .frelght yards in -search

. Jor things that should not exist there
be discovered Malyey behind 2 lot
of rice aacka' that were belng shipped

zivep .the operator'’s chair at Slerrs
Blanca, —Beforg he had been thdre a
wepk he hod, with great difeulty, in-
Hted and Yorwarded a letter. which
_ipncerned Him more-than afl his other
3opes; and when_ Missg Cook recelved
t she was not offended. 1t was & boy-
sh letter,- free from affectation; and K
Qifed with expression of genuifie and |J
tifocere love. The little glrl's heart
chrobbed In_ rlotous joy and ghe for-
[z0t all clse that morning. Only'hls"
xords that kissed her mind “tendérly
1nd lovingly, coyld she remember. She |-
1ad. his letter'in her hand when her
nother ‘asked to see it. She had never -
nd a sweetheart before, nor a secrét, ’|
wd.swhen her-mother scolded her for

Foetotestenteotortortor?:

- from New Orieans to Cailfgrota, Ma-
honey was but a youngster, vhosé real
" ploce was a e schoolroom fnstead of
‘trying to tramp his way to the Pacific.
“¢oast. Stoart had a violent hatred
" .or “hoboa” TMhey had been the cause
of - trouble on bls division ever since
;le had been promoted tothe Superip-
endency, . aud "he was tired of them..
Of ‘late, since-the stéel works had
clased dowa In Dithols and Ohlo; and
- the news had gone forth that the of}
fields 6t Celifornia were alluring.

. But' whea Méhoney had Sumped to
the ground;gad looked Stuart-in the
eye, the ‘warning and.rebuke he start-

§ edto let fly from his’ Iim"i@re lett
: unsald,. Forhe saw an honést face
searching hlg. ° The boy's budy’ was
stralght 83 in antfeipating an assault.

-1t didu't take a ot ques-
tlondng tdr the superintendent to find
out'why the boy was there, -_He-told
his story ‘In unfaitering tone. Left
“%ithont mother or father, cast.upsn
the charity of an ussympathetic reta-
tive tn 8t Louls, he:had ‘hroken i}
the cords that bound him to hig 3ls-q
sourl birthplace® and had started for

- the great. West to find any .sort of
employmeat that would give ‘him an
anscolding bed.” -~ . N

When Mghoney had washed Mg face
at the tank mnd then, feported to the
se¢tion boss, hosus-hungry -enod g to-]
do ampie - Justice to the baked ;beans”
and fried pork that .were set before
bim, « The next day he started pleking
op -stray bits of fron that-had falien
in the yurds and wherrnight hag came,
and—he--had met—the “superintendent

agaln, who (his time smiled kindly §t.
him. bis heart meited-and a tear came

_ lo his eye. .

A ocar oolghbor of ‘the Sjunrt fam- {.

Iz ‘was Mrs.~Cook, and (her pretty
‘Annghter, Lgtitia, a_young gir] with
Brtless ways, a pair of eyes as blue
as the wings of o Jay-bird, with an-
burn--hulr-that hung .in wavy curls
sbout” a beautlful forehead, whose
Juughter "was JAnfcctlous and whose
dreams were as delighltully free from
-.eafe a8 the winds abogt licr were of
imalarla,  One’day as ‘she was walk-
ing-aimlessly ebout the rallroad tracks
she wos eaught by a° palr of youthful
h:fiids Just fo time to miss n: poivers
“ful enging that was flying throush the
#ards haullng a #hrongh freizht bound
tor the termingl ot Oakland. She did
bot faiot when she reaiized the dan-
gerotis posltlon from which. she had
-been anatched. She looked into Ma-
heney'sfaves and “thagked hiim ~while
“ ke was &HIl In his anns. and the
fushing cots were stift muking noise
Jtoough to- drown all other sound. .
Mithofiey gssr her. to her mother's
“arartments.  YWhei he had. sapper at
the s2etion boss' ranch, his mind -was

pntasted. ‘A nervous ttching had pos-
sessign -of his bpdy. From, that night
o1 hé was no longer a visttor at the
Gragd Pacific resiaurant which svax
_locoted Over by the statlon, kept by
Mrs. Fooilgan and frequentéd In eve-
2ings by young: men who plaved
cocly and drank“beer. Mahoney had
bicher ambitionn, Whén his _day's
work wag fnished he offered to do
* Jobe - arond :the. dispatchers office.
%ithettt pay it hs wers allowed. to
plny with the mystefions keys and be
tnight* the. alphabet. In.a little whtls
A wak-eficlent edough to inake hir|
3(-!( Iotelligible t5 the agent ab Fa-
L beas,

t-ursavesher from death if h

fon the sldotrack.

b4

ct Linée, shé arranzed an excursion for %
\ Preoccupled. < Iis food nlmost went | §

the desk--when-the telegram -wris re-

“tounte: lag a rallroad -man
—she whose bloog wis as blue as the
ikies ubove—the paor _girl, wounded
nd T dleeding, tore the . paper into |}
‘ragients and then wetit into het room |4

jsb/weep,  Yes, her mother was right,
gerhaps.  Her former playmates and |«

fompanlons back in New Orlegns would -
1ever permit her a moment’s peace if
they were to heqr that she had chosen
4 lover from out the wilds of the Rio
Grande, while her, mother was staging
there 4u-hope of dissipating the hectie
fush that hnd 1it upon her' cheeks.
She would forget him—however hard
that-might be—she would doit. That
8 what she toid ool that eve
nihg at tea, and she really thought she-.
coutd. - l

mever czme, - As reail trdln after mail
+rain—had—come anid left him_to his
glromy and desolate home on"the big | 4
hill with- no “answef from fils firkt
love, his mffid found bevr theoriés as!
15 how it was possible she might have : d
missed receiging hig message, So he!l
wrote agal . As”the days wore on's
and he reddived notesponse, he nsired o
Kennon, the hight track man, i the!®
Codks were_still at T Paso.
they had gone, he thonght. But whe
he had been told over the wire -tha
Miss Cook had bheen seen Crossing the
irneks that very afternoon, bis hea ¢
sank within him, and for the firs
thné he took a drigk., -The mesqua
was_ bitter, and his head soon began;
o ache.  The next morning, he made K
two solemn oaths.  The first was that
he would pever speak m_gfm(her girl- 3

+

e had the .
chance.. - Iis second Tesolve was that

he woukd novehtake. drink. He ',
has, studiously observed ghe latter. :
One norning the.El Paso ‘Chronicle

hod A stors of Mahoney's biavery, and o
it was semttored all over the - frant o
nage of that newspaper. Rohbers had
bound and gagged him at Sierra
Bianca,.bit they hud not secured: his

to the telegraph key and warn the K
approaching express that was £00D 73
dge at Valentine of its impending dap- 8
ger.© This- incldent was followed a o
week later by.another story printed
equally- as  eoispicuous, telling how
Mahoney, with 2 pistol, bad shot' the
headlizht out of an enzine dashing by °
the statjon after the siznal liglits had -
failed to warn the ensineer to get in
Thus=a enllision
with - Ne. 21, whick wns_haulinz the o
general manager, was averted. Threo
weelis later Pave Maohomey was diss
patcher at, Bl I . N H

Fearing that hls retarn micht reliny
dle the..danzerous flame™Which, ap- K
parently, had beer sugcessfully ex-. S
1aguished in her diipzhter, as 'sotn gs . o
Mrg. Catk dixcovered Mahones's pres- . -

Toole
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.ersclf @and dagghter, into_ huahaa.

A month's stay ‘among the foothills:
of "the Slerra Madres worked ‘sich ]
wonder&gl results in the physiéal con- o
ditlon of Mrs. Cook that she conchid-
¢d she was well endugh to go back:
to . her Louislnna orange grove, |
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- . When we bought. our dto
this. season we did not anticipate
men would be wearing Uncle

. Ho:use for civilian clothes.
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cannot afford to ‘carry so latgean ‘amount |
for another season, we have cut the price
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to Superintendent Stewart, telling him | |
of her-plans, and asking him to see to
it that her belongings in the Magofin
flats were -packed and “Teady for
shipment on hefYeturn, and that' she
wodld depart from Chibuahua-the Yol
loxlng afternoon. ~~Mahoney was at

celved. He did not
and the Collows

_sieep that- night,
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