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Raﬂroad Companies Dare
Not Invest Money for Im-
-provementsand Extensions
. Usider Existing Conditions,

This week we copy a letter bs; T.
A, Griffin, which so0 clearly * and

.+ logically expresses our views of the

reason for hard times, and “high
cost of Uving” that we give space
for the entire letter.

‘With enormous crops commanding
the highest prices ever known; with
every kind of business on a safe and
gensible basis; with merchandise
stock of all kinds almost at a mini-
mum; with everybody desirous of
making good all the necessary im-
provements which the last two years'
‘depression would not permit of, and

fill up. stocks which have been
almost depleted; with plenty of
money and credit to do all these
things, there is a hesitation by the
greater part of the business com-
mwunity, for the reason that some-
~thing has’ appeared calling a halt
in _the progress which had so fairly
started in the latter half of 1909.
‘The one great and most apparent
element which has caused this hesi-
tation, is that railroad corporations
of thiz country have stoppéd the
purchase of anything beyend their
immediate necessities, so much so
that - betterments which had been
projected, (which are not only better-
ments, but in a great many cases
are almost, or soen will be nec-

Our legislators seem to be unmind-
sand million dollars, have been held
up. It is customary for railroads
to prepare their budgets of ex-
penditures January 1st. 1f these
bhudgets had been prepared on the
lines of necessities the outlook for
general business, particularly among
manufacturers, would -be exception-
ally good for 1910. These budgets
have not been presented, and are
not within the call, or within the
sight ef those who would gladly
welcome them, and it is doubtful
when we will be able to make any
reasonable forecast in the manun-
facturing and commercial world. It
48  unquestjondbly  true that the
railroads yould
year of lberal
matters stand now, i3 is quite pos-
sible that they will be compelled to
‘drop back into .the condition they
were in the latterepart of 1907 and
during the year 1808, that is, pur-
chase nothing except that which 1
absolutely essential, and the reasons
are exactly the sdame as those that
existed In the early part of 1807,
that "i8 “Radical Railroad Regula-
tion.”

Our loglslators seem to be unmind-
ful of the causes of the depression
ot 1907 and 1908, and give every In-
dlcation of re-entering the field with
even more laws to interfere Wwith
and discourage the investment  of
mopney in railroad  enterprises,
whether it be for Increases or im-
provements in existing lines, and
abaolutely calling a halt on new pro-
jdocted rallroad enterprises.  And
the rail have not ked the
position . that they 'now occupy

"“through any concerted plan; the ail
remiize and appreciate the neccesity

—of-ronewing. thelr tracks and .eguip-

ment - that  the recent depression
would mot permit of. This in the
face of a very general actual or
- threatened - demand ' for large in-
" creases in the wages of thelr em-
ployees, and knowing that the only
way they can grant these advances

.~—will-bo-by-a-eorresponding- advance

fn their revenue, and the only way
in which they could . Increase this

¥ovenus would be Dy rafsing tieir]
____rates, "and -certainly the outlook for|

. this is far from promising. They
have no certalnty as to the character
of legisiation to come; they are
ln posliive fear of Congress, and
are warranted in that fear by special
‘billg _already introduced, which is a

“sufficlent cause for them to hesi-

tate, They are not certain  that

the people generally would favor

-;__a@x_lncrease in rates, and they are

-equally uncerialn as to whether the

o public would not side with labor in

i imn-easedﬁggvmands _upon the

.mzii—;. '!'heyteelssallowners of
-Droperty. ggtnra!ly weould tee;, that

o speciat- -tax,

—
Rev. Annls ~ Pord ~ E&itmaw, - Will
Speak at tho Convention, April,
27th. .

The Woman's Suffrage Clubs of
Allegany’ County will meet in Con-
vention in Andover, Wednesday,
April 27th, There will be a morning
and aftérnoon sesslon and in the
'eventng, Rev, Annis Ford Eastman
of Elmira will deliver a lecturs.

the earning capacity of their prop-
erty is now absolutely dependent up-
on the manner {n which they shall
be -governed. They do not know
what that government is going to
be; they are almost positive that
there will be no legislation~ which
will cause an increased desire on
the part of investors to put their
money into railroad properties. They
lhave been given to understand that
probably thelr borrowing capacity
is to be limited within narrow lines
by the Government, so that even if
they were willing to make these ex-
penditures, it would be difficult for
them to obtain the necessary financ-
ing. .

In fact, looking at it from any
point, the owners of railroad properts
have nothing to see that would en-
eourage them in spending any money
until they have a more definite idea
as to what extent they are golpg to
be controlled and directed by the
National Government, and under
such circumstances, all of the vast
industrial enterprises are depending
upon the railroads, will find that at
the time that their present - orders
upon which they are working, issu-
ed some six months ago when - it
was not dreamed of that the present
adverse conditions could possibly
arise, will have been completed, that
we will again be in practically the
same position that we were in dur-
ing the early part of 1908. In my
judgement unless Congress restrains
its interference with the earning
capacities of the railroads, there will
be a permanent set-back in the
general business of the country, that
it may take years to overcome.

Some <Congressmen think that
the railtoad interests are the real
force that is behind the rapidly grow-
ing unrest of the business men re-
garding legislation. This is absurd;
we need no spur to wake us up to
our unfortunate -situation, which is
by no means confined to railroad
supply institutions,

There are 1,500,000 railroad em-
tloyees. It takes 1,500,000 men to
supply what the railroads need, and
a vast number of men are employed
in supplying the personal needs of
the above 3,000,000 men. Evgry kind
of business is dependent in some
measure on railroad prosperity.

The producers "of weol, cotton,
tobacco, sugar, and many other
special articles in this country, have
so interested themselves in thelr
business that they have forced the
General Government to put a special
protective tax on the things they
produce, which we and our em-
ployees, who do not produce them,
have to pay for, and to many of
which we _do not object.

On the same principle, and for
the same reasons, wWhen business
men become as active in looking
after thelr interests, and with the
same rights, we can induce the
General Government to give us equal
protectl by’ ing the
companies, Who are the producers of
our reyenue, to make sufficlent prof-
it to ensble them to buy a full
plenty of the goods they need Which
we manufacture. This will involve
- will - mean better
rallroad service, and more business
for everyone, particularly the work-
ing man; and when ft i3 consider-
ered that-in reality 90% of all the

lmbney recelved By the railroads and

ourself goes -directly to the work-
ing people, we should -have the
solid ~ endorsement and individual
support of very working man in the
country.

CAUSE:—The trouble with the
| whole “situation Is "that many of the’
men Who make: the laws are not
familiar with the true inwardness
of the relations and dependence
which the manufacturing and busi-
ness interests have upon the general
railroad situation, nor do they realize
that in*administering their so-called
discipline to the railroad companies,
that we are the “ultimate con-
Lsumers” of that distipline,

—See” Frank ~—Rautenbarth’s line
lot “Béttendort = Sfédl "Gear”

0! 5
_agqna for one or two horses, /‘
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The nitro-glycerine magazine lo-
cated at Fulmer Valley, about 4
miles south of Andover, exploded
at about 3 o'clock, Monday afternoon
killiing Charles YKéy, an oil well
shooter of Wellsville, who was in
the magazine unloadiing some cans
of glycerine at the time. The maga-
zine was owned by the E. L Du-
Pont Co. and Mf. Key was their
Superlntendent in this field, Nothing
s left of man, team or wagon, ex-
cept a few .pieces of flesh, and twis-
ted iron.

It is reported that some 800 quarts

of the npitro-glycerine was in the
magazine at the time, and the force
of the explosion shook the surround-
ing country for miles around and an
immense hole some, sixty feet wide
and twenty feet deep  marks the
place where the magazine formerly
stood. The magazine was surround-
ed by woods, which for a space of
two acres are now cleared of timber.
The cause of the explosion, as is
always . the case, is not known.
When  nitro-glycerine explodes, it
never leaves anyone to tell the
reason.
C. P. Key was a young man thirty
years of age, and had been employed
by the E. I. DuPont Powder Co. for
several years, in charge of their
plant, He was one of the most care-
ful workmen ever engaged in this
most treacherous business. Key left
Wellsville Monday morning, stop-
ping at the magazine on the Duke
farm and taking on 100 quarts of
glycerine, drove on to the Fulmer
Valley field to shoot a well for Tom
McAndrew. After the well was shot
Key came back to the Fulmer Val-
ley magazine, evidently to leave
the empty cans before returning to
town. Shortly before three o'clock,
a young man, Arlo Babcock, work-
ing in the field nearby, saw Key
drive his team down the road and
‘turn into the narrow roadway lead-
ing up to the magazine,

Twenty minutes later there was
a deafening explosion and Babeock
was hurled to the ground. When he

came to, the woods around the magsd.
zine had been swept away and a
heavy smoke hung over the immense
hole where once stood the magazine.
Windows were shattered in houses
for miles around, especially at Halls-
port, and many neighbors rushed to
the scene of the explosion, but no-
thing could be found of the man or
team except a few pounds of burned
flesh and these were carefully sav-
ed and taken to Wellsviille, to the
undertaking rooms of Earl Jones, to
await disposition of the eoronet and
friends, M

Had he only gone to the magazine
to leave a few empty cans he
would have remained but a few
moments and the fact of its being
twenty minutes leads some to be-
lieve that Wp had stopped to make
some alterations in the stock stored
there, but this is only a matter of
conjecture. The truth will never be
known.

C. P. Key was a young man thirty’
vears of age and unmarried. He has
been employed here by the DuPont

Po.wder Co., for several years and
was an experienced and careful
shooter. Key is survived by a

mother and one sister living at
Urbana, Ohio; and two brothers, one
living in Virgina and another, James
Key, a resident of Butler, Pa.

In speakmg of Mr. Key, the
Wellsville Reporter says: Genial,
jovial Charley Key met Monday

afternoon the almost inevitable fate
which ultimately awaits the glycerine
shooter. While some may follow
this business for mears and escape
yet those who have followed it con-
tinuonsly and died natural deaths are
indeed few and far between. Mr. Key
first came to Wellsville about six
vears ago to assist Burt Harder who
was then superintending the DuPont
Powder €ompany’s business in this
section, When Mr. Harder resigned
in 1906, Mr. Key was appointed to
the positiion which he has since so
acceptably filled to the satisfaction
of his company and their patrons
alike.

8TEP LIGHTLY.,

Andover has a Few _such “Fathers”
Holding- Down Street Corners
and their Pockets at the 8:me
Time,

Children, hush! for fa'.her‘s rest-
ing, he is sitting tired and sore, with
his feet upon the table and his hat
upon the floor. He is wearled and
exhausted by the labors of the day,
he has talked about the tarriff since
the dawn was cold and gray; he
has lost elght games of billlards for
his leck today was 'IPeam and his
luck was still against him when he
bucked the slot machine; so his
nerves were under tension, and his
brow is .dark with care and the
burdens laid upon him seem too great
for bim to bear, Oh, he’s brokea
down and beaten by the long and
busy day; he’s been eitting in the
teed store on a bale of prafrle hay,
telling how the hungry grafters have
the country by the throat, how the
tarriff on dried apples robs the poor
man “‘of “his coat; how this polar
rumpus might be settled once for all
—and his feet are on the table
and his back against the wall; let
‘Bim find his home a quiet-end a
heart conmsoling nest, for the father’s
waorn and weary, and his spmt longs
for rest,

A FEW .DON'TS,

.wherever you are. . . ._..~_ -
Don’t make your money out of its
citizens and.” ‘spend it - somewhere

else.
an’t frown. on every public im-
prceenvent  simply becanse it will
a dollar or two -

but Jend .
Don't a great +ral  about

what si 1 done anG rer-in on

the bac - _“Wait'ne for ;o meone

else Lo ac it
Don’t tay the pubHe €chuola are o

- Don’t _fail__to. sound. lts-praises}

upsetting the school’s discipline and
beer punighed for it.

Don’t say a board of trade is “no
good on earth” until you can prove
it by statistica.

Don’t, stay at home on election
day, but get out and “hustle” for
good men and good government.

Den't let a good local paper that
i3 the town’s untiring champion ab-
andon the champion business be-
cause of lack of deserved patronage.

Don’t forget to drop your dollar
ip the slot when the committee that
is after a new enterprise comes
around with the subscription list.

Don’t forget that in. bullding up
the town hearty co-operation united
endeavor and a spirit of get there
ate what win the day. There is no
pull like a long pull, a strong pull
and a pull together.

BID8 WANTED.

The Town Board of the town of
Andover, N. Y., will receive bids
at the office of the Town Clerk, for
painting 24 bridges in the town of
Andover, N. Y. average slze of
bridge, 16x38 feet, on or before
April 26, 1910, at noon.
nished by the Town Board. The
Town Board reserves the. right to
reject any or all bids.

Slgned W. E. Sayder,

Paint fur- |

OF HOETOWN"

) tjndover Amateurs at the Auditorium

-Magazine Blows Up

Charles Keys, Shooter, Team and
Wagon Blown to Atoms Monday
Afternoon at Fulmer Valley.

Thursday Evening, April 21.—A
Rural camedy. "

The Helress of Hoetown is a side
aplitting comedy in three acts in
which the following characters are
Introduced: Jimmie Blake, a physical
culturist, Jack Wright, a civil en-
gineer, . Ezra Stonyboy, the village
postmastem  Count Victor Quebec
Picard, waiting at the church, Cor-
poral Cannon, a veteran, White
Blackstone, a lawer and dealer in
titles, Congressman Drybottle, a
Dpower in politics, Doolittle  Much,
canstable and proprietor of the vil-
lage hack, Mary Darling, an heiress,
Betty Brown, a school teacher, Jane
Stonyboy, a woman of ideas. Tilly
Tung, the village pest, Summer
boarders, village loafers, etc. The
scene Is lald in a small New Hamp-
shire

village. Mary’s aunt, Janc
Stonyboy s =anxious to have her
marry a title. Blackstone with

Pecald, a bogus count appears and
an arrangement of marriage with a
large  settlement is soon made.
Jimmie somewhat slangy, but with
good hard sense, discovers the
count is not the real thing and
with the aid of Mutch decides to run
him out of town. Blackstone ac-
cuses Jimmie of stealing Mary’s neck
lace, demands that he be searched
but instead Mutch searches the
count, finds him without money and
arrests himas a common vagabond.
The count is released, wedding ar-
rangements are proceeding when a
financial panic wipes out Mary's
money and Blackstone and the
count get cold feet and hike for old
Broadway. Jimmie with just love,
courage and car fare stays, and the
loss, the sham, the foolish dreams
cease to gall, for Mary knows true
love has called her.

During fthe play several catchy
songs and pretty dances will be in-
troduced, which together with the
fast and furious fun and elaborate
specia! scenery will make this one
of the best amatuer productions ever
seen in  Andover. The following
persons are in the cast:, Messrs
Frank Burrows, Herb. Snyder, Erwin
Baker, Will Snyder, John Cannon,
Leo Raufenbarth, Andrew Fuller,
Glenn Cheesman, and Misses Grace
Cheesman, Mary Brown, Josephine
Raufenbarth and Daisy Yarger. The

chorus, Misses Julia Raufenbarth,
Helen Richardson, Iila  Browd,

Maryella Green, Jessie Bloss and
Angie Davis., Messrs, Lou Blosg, Leo
Snyder, Lee Robbins, Harold Brain-
ard, Lawerence Hunt - and Robert
Dean.. Proceeds are to go to the
Auditorium seat and scenery fumnd.
Cannon’s _ Orchestra will give 2
special program and accompany the
chorus. Seats on sale, Monday morn-
ing at Calhouns. Prices downstairs
250 seats at 35¢, 100 seats at -50c.
Balcony 25 and 35c.

—Raufenbarth invites you to in-
spect that new line of Bettendorf
Stegl Gear farm wagons for one or
two horses .

~—The fine art of millinery per-
fection to be had at Traimor's Mill-
inery Parlors.

|: l;!t II
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Picked up - by the Nows
Correspondent Among the
Faculty and Scholars, -

The Art Exhibit

night. Every one is pleased with
the pictures, "of which there . are
200. Phere is a short program each
night by the scholars,

We are glad to learn that Wini-
fred Porter is recovering from an
operation for appendicitus.

The High School base ball team
played its second game {n Belmont
Saturday which resulted in another’
victory for Andover, score Andover, B
9, Belmont 6.

Following was the lineup:

Andover, Positions, Belmont,
L. Bloss, 3rd Base Handoch
C. Trowbridge, 1st, Base. Jasper
Payne, -8. 8. ‘. Newton
Erainard Pitcher,  MArriner
Backus, Catcher Corbin
0. Baker, 2nd. Base Mertes
J. Richardson,* L. Field, Norton
A. Bloss, C: Field. Morhouse-
Whitcomb R. Field, . Black

The next game is to be played in
either Angelica or Friendship, -
Professor  Bartlett has  been
serfously ill with an abcess in his
head. Dr. Barney came, up from
Horpell Wednesday night and per-
formed an operation.

Miss Judd has been entertaining
her mother this week.

Professor Bartlett's mother was
called to Andover from her home in
Gowanda 6n account of the illness
of her son. .
The pupils of the High School were
granted leave of absence to attend
the lectures given in the coaches
of the Special Milk Train at the
station, “Tuesday afternoon.

PURCHASES BRICK BLOCK.

Mrs. Effa R. Beever, has purchas-
ed a three story brick block on Mair
Street, Galeton, Pa., in which she
will locate the Leader-Dispatch
plant. Mrs. Beever was formerly
an Andover girl. She has published
the Leader-Dispatch for eight years
past, and has made a success inm
the management as the new
purchagse indicates, as well as the
paper which she publishes.

CHEESE MEN ORGANIZE.

More than 100 men, representing
nearly 300 factories and an invest.
ment of over half a million dollars,
met in Cuba recently and organized
the Western New York Batter and
Cheese Makers’ Association. A call
for the convention was sent ount by a
gelf constituted committee of leading
.| factery men and tke cheese buyers of
Cuba.

—The latest. styles in millinery
at. Trainor's. Every thing wup to
the minute,

~ We offer a good variety
- of Fresh Goods, selected

. Choice Garden Seed

4
-

Interesting School Notec -.

is now in full __
swing and will hold until Saturday ~ .

-{uine-tenths of -their time in learnm.
ing to decorate china would do well
ty remember that a young man In
search of a wife -is more likely
to tte to a girl who knows how to
decorate her china with a good
square meal, well cooked and da.int-
ily served.

NOTICE TO GAS CONSUMERS.

All bills are now due and pay-
able on.or hefore tas 20th of the
n nth. Bills that are-not paid on the
200, '-"uhvel)"no discount will bo
ineresster.

MUTUAL GAS CO. L’t’d.

“allowe.

failure because your boy .has been

T Clerk.- 16 .
" with the utmost care. We =~}

H. K. -Williams & Co.

have no lack of confidence %/
in the quality of the seeds 3
E . wesell. ~ E
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