that his selster Judith knew where he;
| was, and he had placed a shadow on the|
woman’s track as we have seen,
Although the result had not doafirmed
the deta_?ﬁve’s belief, he had not

he was not positive.

y recognition.

s were tense with excitement.

e

§83

looked Stuart-full in the face.

.t~ flashing orbs, for.he wheeled abou

d-torun N

L n, Staart was sauatering along
El)(:xl;?xm:u’eet when he observed & men,
n tront of him, who -he thought re-
 ombled the man he had met on the

r?llge tollow entered a’saloon, and Btu-
ort followed him and heard him speak.
hie bolieved he recognized the volce, but
The..man wore &
ap pulled down over bis face, 50 that
is ayebré}ﬁm‘rﬁ'm&&laﬁ:" Butwhen
he man left the saloon, as he presently
1id. he raised his cap, and Stuart made

At last he had found the man wso had
brought an added welght of dreadful

uspicion upon him, snd whom he be-
hioved to be John Oskburn’s murderer.
Stuart’s heart leaped, and & wild; ex-
nt feeling came upon him, while his

At that igstant {he man turned and
‘I'he latter saw a look of recognition in

he fellow's eyes, and no doubt the
sther saw the same expression in Stu-

onini

termined that Judith should be the

ruse whereby he might turn Judith’s:
supposed knowledge to accouit, sinee-
the “shadow” had falled to track her to~
Levi's concealment. .
Paxton trled “the letter dodge,” as the
detectives termed it among themselves,
That is, he obtained -a copy of Levi
Eredge's handwriting, and wrote a note
Tike tids: -

“JupITH—Mcot me to-night; same
place, L.”
. The note he dwy malled, and he
knew Juditk received it.

But the woman paid no attention to it
whatever.

It seemed that Judith Kredge was too
cunning to he easily over hed, but

| eusing himseif, i:reseg'tly he Ieft the-of-
filee, .. ... - . - .~
From the time of Levi Kredge's dis-|

appearance Paxton had felt confident;

|
1
and he had " de-r

0.
He had racked his mind to devise some: | .

Fogamble
overcoais

In
was not
bssaasin

eally

Lol

“I have
tovery.”

rise, and

ped on

th
ed

tin

Paxton did not despatr. -

tempt a grand coup—to try the most
difficult impersonation of his life, all
things considered. In short, Paxton had
resolved to personate Levi Kredge, and
try to deceive the janitor's own sister,

For a_week the detective had been

4
qUlss

dned
onld not escape.

s BHEERE

= il

e
and =
i neizhboring corner.
o be seen.
[riously. »

F

by the blow.

y pain in his head.

AEfiEdes

Bppointed. -

0 do g0,

whom he related his experience.

he nnknown and Levl Kredge.

thiz point.

young man’s story.
“Am I never-to

concluded his narrative.

hat

liget,” said Paxton, and he added:

pou about it now.”
'hus speaking; he opened & desk and
vok out a small package.

uke rrom the closet in Levi Kredge's
ool when he gearched that apartment.
[ wish you to closely observe what I
Bt about to show you,” he said, and
PRoning the package he drew out a small
unvas bag, such as gold coin is packed
u it the mint, ’ )
Pnxton held up the canvas coin bag,
fud both Stuart Harland and Stanmore!
faw the name “John Osliburn® printed
bu the bag, as though the work had been

Fone with a pen.
Stuart Harland sprang forward and
Pramined the gofn bag maore closaly.. .
| have seen that money bag i

stuart Harland lesped after him, de-
that the supposed murderer

“Halt!” eried Stuart, and he strained
wvery muscledn-the attempt.to overtake

. EREE - _
1 next instant, when the ehase had
only well begun, Stuart received a cruel
blow on the head, and he fell to his
knees, but with a desperate effort, in-
apired by the thought that the man who
mizh! prove his innocence would escape,
1egered up again, half senseless,
v Levi Kredge disappear around
The man of
vhomr he was in pursuit was no where
He had vanished myste-

Ntuart reeled back against the wall of
he nearest building, dazed and stunned

When he had sufficiently recovered,
fStnart mmade his way to a neighboring
porner, suffering from vortigo and a dull,

The first passing car halted at a signal
rom Stuart, and, boarding it, he was
arried rapidly out of the neighborhood.
The incident which we have just re-
ated transpired so quickly that scarcely
i it, and no excitement

It maddened him to think thatthe sup-
posed assassin had eluded him, and he
vowed to repay Levl Kredge for his das-
ardly blow if he ever had an opportunity

The young man proceeded directly to
he ofhee of Paxton, the detective, to

Acting under Paxton's instructions,
{iive minutes later Bayer and another of
he detootive’s agents were on their way
o thal particular part of South street
in which Stuart Harland had encountered
They
‘ere Lo attempt to trace these men from

While Stuart Harland was relating his
acent exciting experiences Stanmore
viered the detective’s office and be-
o an interested listener to all the

innocence? |
A 1 10 bo again placed on trial for my
life?” said Btuart, despondently, as he

“I'brlieve disclosures will yet be made
vill flood this dark mystery with

I made s little discovery the other

tay, which I saw fit not to mention to
uy one, but to encourage you I will tell

It was the very parcel we saw him

i
1
'
1

.
1

ohn Oakburn’s little safe!l Where did|

Fou find 182" he eried.

hewored Paxtoh. . -y

- I)'han he had & hand in the mu{‘ier
Perhaps,” answered Paxton, At al
PYeTts we now have a good oase agalnst!
Kredge.  Let me recaplitulate the point!
huvo made against him, First, 1t can-
lnt bo dotermined where he was.at the
ll;lé! of the murder. Besond, his boots;
1ady

OW. Third; he -has- a—targo-sum of
vney now, whioh he did not have be-
're the murder. Fourth, the money-
:u_z' l[\’ngwnﬁo belong to Joha.
1t to have béen ki h

B found in Kredge’ o hl's privete safo

"ATtor sl your labor 'bés not boen
il g n.:_:_vgnuuompmm?ﬂ uch,”

Trus, Gu.
ve_ My :

“l tound -1t in Levi Kredge’s room,"!

d

|
|
i

i
I

!_

i

considering this last and most diffical
expetient. i .

Every day he had been studying hie
part and practicing the character upon

e successful impersonation of which
s0_ much depended, just.as_an. actor
~studies & mew Tole, <t T T U s

‘He knew that it was folly to suppose
thdt even the most experienced veteran
‘in his profession could perfectly ado?t
a difficult character at a moment's
notice. X

It was Paxton’s attention to details,
and the fact that he neglected no pre-.
caution or spared himself no labor that
might avail to assist him, that had fre-
quently made him successful where
other men in his profession failed. :

The detective felt tliat he had now ac-
quired as perfect an impersonation of
the character of Levi Kredge as it was
possible for him to attain,

His make-up was & triumph of hig
art. It was positively perfect in every
detail,

Paxton was s “facial artist,” and he

pression of his features in. a marked
manner, In order to imitate the habitual
expression of any character he under-

The detective had determined to at- .

possessed the power of changing the ex- |

ade .t.
As

the rish of
here.”

action i
~The wo:.
detoctive t

kwisted in
throw the

& momeant Paxton comprehended

that he hed

. It was clear-that

_Paxton .

- Paxton’s face was the picture of sur-

discovery was the gomrce of pro-
ound astonishment for . b
The détective returned the locket to

the pawnbroker snd

8 i
ere suggested by his discovery.
After nightfalf, disguis

redge, he creptto the window of the
tchen in the rear of .Oakburn’s flat,
d seelng Judith algme within, he

: Evérythiné depended upon the occur-
ences of the next fow momeants.

. Before venturing to present himself to
Judith Kredge, as her brother Levi,
Paxton bad well considered all the con-

4
. The detective’s foresight prompted
bim to devise a plausible execus:, where-
by to aecount for his preseice, -well
knowing that it would hardly be safe to
trustto an inspiration of the moment
Yor an impromptu story as to why he
i;aﬁe there. ;
oreover, he had'given his assistant, o N
~wHo WS WalCHDg the HOUSE, Certaln It 80ne.far seuough. - We
:trg‘c_twi:i:a 10g the Douse, Certaid e—wgmrar—iafiot.  Tell-me now what
fellow would act in unison with him so
‘a8 10 sustain the ruse he had decided to

the detective, _so _perfectly dis-
~duplicate her ‘brother inap- |
ear..nce, stood before Judith, she re-
garde t him in astonishment for a sec-
ond, :.d then she said abruptly:
“Le: i, you're a fool to come here.
ihough nothing could tempt you to run

As Judifh thus addressed him, Paxton
experienced a feeling of relief and satis-

:an’s words. conveyed to the

‘Sonation w
“The fac. is, Judith, I am here only
by chanee, : nd a very marrow chance at
that,” answ.red Paxton, while Judith
hastily securcd the door and drew the
Wid6w ¢urta’ n closely.

“Don’t tal.. in riddles, Levi,” she said.
“Well, to be plain, I was on my way

covered I was ~hadowed. I doubled and

the man who
with Stuart Harland, =~

adopted s false theory, -+ -

-
“of. the dupposed
examined the portrait eriti-

He fancied -there was: something |

tamﬂiu: about that pictured

.- Suddenly he-gave-a violont-siart; aud]
txolaimed: '

made a reéognlﬁon and a dis-

it could not be doubted that'

the ghop, his

ed “as Levi

the window.

® woman saw him, aha opdning thé | around i -
doot bade him onter. around with a hat, taking up a collec

In a moment the detestive stood in
e brglllantly Ughted kitchgq eontronit:k

CHAPTER XAV.

which might arlse.

and he knew that the trusty

1
arrest you take by coming

xpressible.

o certitude that his imper-
.3 & SUCCOsS.

‘Weeks, when I dis-

ev.

-y shape, but I couldn’t
fel:

# off my track, until af

dast I dodged iu-o the passage between |

6 leaat |
had exchanged

pléte change fn his
while at- the same time he had given
sowhe fustructions to two of his agents
whom he' d there. E

| stern, and his-

Voios became keey
‘cutting, and esch word fell upow
gadge’seul_lketlmell'ol doom &8 b

“I have-come to tell you that I have

. Upon receiving Paxton’s ordeis, these
en, who were both powerful fellows -
whom he kney to'He perfectly fesrless
1in the midst of danger, went out.

[ 'Was near mi
. y_combined: har-room
blishmeant,

which
;was thronged, and looked about for
Kredge, but the janitor was not there,

The detective sat down.near the door
and waited, hoping that Kredge at this
late bour might venture into the publio
L room.

An hour eolapsed, and then, just as
Paxton began to de:ipa.lr of meeting his
‘man,. Eredge entered. . S

far from -the door, and just as he
s?t‘fed the room a man at the other end
of the apartment mounted upon a rude
s:%e and began to perform some

[ triok with one hand, for he was a
one-armed man, while a boy passed

. tion for the performer’s benefit,
Paxton stealthily arose glided, to the
street door and looked out, .
He saw his two agents, who had left the -
ioﬂlee in advance:of him, standing one
on each side of the door. .
. With his men_hp oxchanged & silent
ut slgnificant sighal, and then he ap-
I“proached Kredge and touched his arm,
The janitor wheeled about with a
start, and his hand sought lLis pistol
tpocket. :
i “Whatdo you want? Who are you?”
'he demanded,
. ‘I come from Malvin, A word with
youin private. It i& important,” sa:d']
Paxten. . .
s was his purpose to decoy Kredga
outside, but the later was wary.
Just &' the door he paused and said:
“We.l 4 Ve are-|
word

you br.ng from Malvin?”

K:.:Ige stood with his back to the door;
that moment Pazton saw one of
w.cents cautiously open it. |
_ The detective east o rapid glanceabout
the room, and he saw.that the attention
of all the dangerous characters there
assembled was centered upon the man
with one arm who_was performing the
card trick at the other end of the room.

Paxton came close to Kredge, as
though to make a confidential communi-
eation which he feared might be over-
heard, and then, quick as a flash, he
gave him a violent push. _

The janitor reeled backward through
the door, and at the sume instant he was
seized by the detective’s two agents,
and the door closed behind him.

Kredge tried to "¢all™"for help, well
knowing that assistance would be
promptly rendered him if his voice wus
heard by the men in the "dive,” Lut ¢ne
of Paxton’s agents clutched his throat
s0 that he was unable to utter a souund,
and, lifting him between them, they
tl:rust him into a cartiage which stood
cloe by, leaped into the vehicle aiter
hi..;, and were driven swiftly away.
}1‘ axton hurried away ou foot as fa<t as

| When Paxtor; reached Brouscem's it |

was the son of Catherlne the Great. _
—The

{ter. . Nichelas, *the Iren Czar’ &s he —

-china, heavy and coarse, which were

fro B conzINURD. |
—_— T

. —t _.
" BIG CHINA CLOSET.
The Treasures of the Winter Palace
. at 8t, Petersburg, ——
Perhaps the largest residence in the
world Is the winter palace at 8t. Peters.
burg. " It has 700 rooms, many of thes
of enormous size, and #ome.so large-
that the White House 8¢ Waabigton'
tould be erected in them, portieo and
ail. It is said that 5,000 soldlers have
[its great foof. The atorerooms of the
winter palace are filled with fhe chins
of the Russian czars as far ‘back as -
Catherlne the Great, and here a woman ~
collector wasg able to obtain samples
by purchasing them of the attend-

tel one at a time for several days after~
prices—mot more than some plates
-svould be worth at a shop witheut con-
| siderlng the value of assoclation.

The imperial china is all of Russian
manufacture and does not equal in
quality oor iIn-luster the product of
Austria or Germany or France. It Is.
plain and coarse, and -the decoratiolis
are not very artistle, although there I8
In the winter palace a world-famous

with gold, that will furaish a banquet
of &30 covers. - It dates back to the
tizne of the crazy Emperor Paul, who - —

used by
larger than the ordinary size. Those
of Catherine were ornamented with
conventional designs of blue and gold
4nd bore the imperial crest in the cepe.

was caiied, used enormous plates and
cups and saucers of the commonest

also decorated with blue and in the
center bore his Inltial, with a crown
and cross. The ching of Alexander IL,
who was assassinated by the nihilists,
was a little better in quality, but of
similar desigus, only it bore the inltial
A and an eagle with outspread wings.
T¥at of the present czar is of the same
patterz and bears the same mitial with
the distinetive III. under the A to ine
dlcate that 1t belongs to the third mom. -
arch of that name.

It 1s sald that the private china.in the
smaller palaces 1s very different and
of much better quality. It was importe
ed by ™e empress from England, bat
strangers are not allowed to visit them,
and it is impossible.to obtaln a eample,

On the night of the day of which we!
are writing, Paxton had resolved to test
his wonderful disguise, and his power to
perfectly cieate the charadter of Levl
Kredge. .

But some personal buslness now de-
manded his attention. X

Just outside the office door Paxton
encountered his agent, who was still
watohing Judith Kredge.

“Ah, Brady, what news?” he asked of ]
bis man, _ L L.

“Perhaps nothing of econsequence; I've
just tracked Judith Kredge to a pawn-
broker, where she put up something,
I thought I would leave it to you to find

When we
see I hdve

vange,

‘this_bullding = d the next. Then the
shadow went on by me,
back and explore the passage. We shall
hear bhis footsteps, for I placed some
loose boards whero he'll step on them.

go out the front door and make off. You

my tracker the slip,”
Thus Paxton replied, telling the story
he had devised for the occasion inﬂad-

“You ought to have sent a messenger

Lo Pratt and Weeks, instead of ventur-

_ing to go there yourself,” answered Ju-
dith, -

But he’ll come

hear him in the passage, I'll

come, Judith, merely to give

possibte:

The arrest kad been accomplished so
quickly that even the people on the street
thought that Kredge was an intoxicated
man whom friends were taking away in
‘& carriage.

That night Kredgs siept im a police
station, and the following day he was
transferred to the Tombs, charged by
Paxton with assault made upon Stuart
Harland, with intent to kill.

The detective did noi{ mention to the
authorities that he belinved-Hiredge was-
concerned in the murder of John tak-
burn. .

Meanwhile, a few days pricr o the
date of the occurrences last recorded,

—San—¥Fra Chronicle.

Lord Loriié and the American Girls.

The following pleasant and unusual
experience happened to a party ol
well-known-American girls-who wer¢
traveling in Europe last summer. Itg
truth, of course, can be vouched for.
The story is vouched for by one of
the young ladies: “On our way t¢

_“Eeinburgh we stopped over a train_at _ ﬁ

Stirling to sec the castle, and ther¢
nn adventure befell us, of which 1
will tell you. 'When we got out ol
the train and were looking about for

the proof that you murdered Jobn Osk,

at different tlmes been sheltered undes, - .

ants, who brought the pteces to her ho- - )

table service of solld silver overtald ™ ~

ward and demanded only moderate

Lot St

b

Y

out what-she pawned, if you-wished-t
do it,” answered the other.
“Very well; I'll attend to this matter.
Give me the pawnbroker's address.”
© “Here it is,” replied Paxton’s agent,
and he presentedia card on whick the
address in question was written.
“Continue to keep an eye on the
woman—as-heretofore,—and by the way, |
do not forget that to-night I shall try
the russ I have explained to you.”
“Correct, sir. I'll not forget.”
The detective’s auxillary turned away.
Half an hour later Pagton entered the
pawnbroker’s shop--to™
Kredge had been shadowed.
‘What relation, if any, Judith’s visit to
the pawnbroker might have on the In-
vestigation which he was making, Pax-
‘ton could not imagine.-.
On gencral principles, however, he
Imeant to find out.
The détective had previously:made the
atQuaintance of the pawnbroker.
: The latter had been arrested yot long
bince for & certain Irregular transaction,
and Paxton was the man who had'taken
him in charge. i
Of ‘course he was recognized by -the—
bawnbnoker the moment he entered the
shop.
On this cocaslon the detective wasnot
in disguise, . K
- The pawnbroker was now onhis “good
behavior,” for the authorities had threat-
“Shed t0 ASprive him of his 1ioenes; and |
ko he naturally desired to goneiliate the
detective. . - .
: Paxton antiolpated no diffioulty in-
btaining the information ‘he sought,.
End therefore he did not resort to sub:.
erfuge. ' .
Coming dtractly to the point, he jae-
durately deseribed Judith Kredge.
»Then he sald: . ' .
“A woman correagonding to the'de-,
scription I have just given. you pawned

. -4 gold- looket,™ answered the pawn
broker.
“Let me geé it?”

Jnm%gm%rgwagg,
e gold’ ket, whioh he handed

to

: The moment he saw it the

hich. Judith

“There’s

Quick as

._As.she spoke, there came the sound of
footsteps in the passage. )

slip,” said Paxton, who knew the sounds
he had heard were made by his agent,
whom he had instructed to traverse the
passage soon after ho entered the house.

the fellow I want to give the

thought, Judith extimguished

Richard Stanmmre Teccived @ 1etter With
a foreign postmark. Inside the outer]
envelope a second leiter was inclosed,
eontaining a letter which had been sent
from New York to a foreign country. and
now was returned again.

A i [ the directions on ihef
inclosed letter, Mr. Stanmore -«

ways and means of reaching the cas-

-tle, we were accosted’ by a tall, fine

looking, middle-aged man, who asked
1f . we were not from the ‘other side o}
the water.” We said ‘yes,’ and that .
-to-get-to-the-eastle. He
said he was going there and would be

| the
“Come,”

“I "think
you could
steer olear

He was

this time.

i

e couater to i
deteotive’

O

euognised - -
oY peld e efid,
We gées Marion

3

‘Oakbum wear

which
| PiiFPORS.

light in the room.

tho frout door.

. “You intend te remain at Brouscem’s,
‘I suppose?” she asked, as they started
for the front door. .

“Yes, for the present,”

‘Alley, especially after njght-fall, and I
‘presume you keep close during the day?”
“Trust me for that.”

. With this conversation they reached
the front door.

“Look out, Judith, and see if the coast
is clear,” said Paxton.

The woman unfastened the door and
cautiously peered out.

In an instant she drew back, saying:
{ __“All right, now is your.time.*

“Good. I'm off, Good-night, Judith."
“@Good-night, Lev&.” ...
ThefitPaxton sprang-down- the steps
and darted away, not forgetting to imi-
tate Levl Kredge's peculiar limp.

In & moment he vanished around an

{ adjacent corner.....
success had surely crowned his efforh

Levi Kredge wag in hiding. He bhad not
‘dared to risk a further conversation with
the cunning Judith, .much as he would-
-have liked to draw her out and gain
further information,

Pagton well knew the
‘Lovl Kredge had secrated himself, and
he ‘was aware that Brouscem's was &
sort of lodging-house,

““Moréovér, he knew that Brouscem’s
‘was the most dangerous place in New:
[ Work to atfempt to ‘make an arrest in,

glut to take such a foroe would be to

eat his purpose when he sought 6o
ture Kredge, .

. Puton‘iiéiﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁésm“ﬂmhaf-
‘bus janitor that ver
moment or so he had hit

she safd, leading theA“;;’“;ow

At's about the safest place
find. No one you wish to
of is likely 1o visit Dreaders

e R eRteR—surprise - SRt cazerly
opened it

As he read the letter, Stanmore’s
noble, handsome face became trans-
formed, and a joyful light beamed in
his eyes. _

“At Jast! at last!” he muttered. “Her |
true heart.-uever banished my remory,
and she is convinced of my honesty and
‘honor.” .

Stanmore read' the letter again and
again, and he seemed like another man,
150 changed and joyful was his coxpres-
sion. . .

But leaving Stanmore {o reflections,
which’ must have been pleasant ones,
we will turn our attention to Levi
Kredge. . .-

The morning following the night of
his arrest the janitor sut in his prison|
o N, musing in terrer upon his sitia-
tion. "

. He was a coward af heart, and now

he trembled with appreheusion, but the

¢inning rascal had determined o feign

bravery and deny any -charge-that

migtlﬁ_be brought against him. .
Fs PO

show us his old family house, which
svas close by. We got into the can

‘the box beside the driver, and on we
went.. We finally -stopped before
‘a- quaint old House, ~with coats—e}——

into the courtyard, which was very
fluaint and old. He said. the place
was called ‘Argyle Lodge,’ and then
hidded: ‘Perhaps I ought to tell you
twhoI am. I am Lord Lorne, the
Yast of the house of Argylel” H¢
then took us all over the castle, the
eld Gray Friar’s Church, and rusheéd
about so that we saw twice as much
hs we could possibly have seen* by
ourselves, for he knew just what was
worth seeing, and could shake off the¢*

rambling story, Lotd Lorne was .
erfectly lovely, and we have all lost
ur hearts to him, and have serious

oxultant and deﬁghted, for

He had discovered where'

locality where

frequented by the

Ha-ono-thing-to-acouseme—of—~Fohn

Oakburn’s murdet, and another thing

to prove the charge,” he kept saying to

himself by the way of sustaining his

cou; .

The raseal had ‘no ides what strong

oircumstantial evidonce the detective

had to present against him,

At an early hour Paxton ealled at the

pril?on, and he was admitted to Kredge'e

cell. ..

It was Paxton’s policy to frighten
0,

desigiis TSt Upon the Tite of Princes:
Loulse, his wife, and then upon each
other.”—Rochester Post-Express:

- A Hustling Counrtship.

. They do things up quick In Chicago.
So pleased was Nathan Ladon, &
wealthy merchant of Menomineé, Wis,,
with the way pretty Mary Frauk, at the
head of the handkerchlef department
in a Chicago store, tucked the handker-

night, aod in &
upon a siratae!
te thought might snswer Ms-

o friend Levi, you find yourself
in nice, enug quarters,” wera the de-
tective’s - first~words as lheo entered
Krédes's cell.
H-TRENSLEEErated out an imprecation, |
bud ke did er- the detecsive, |

nOT--answ
whom he flashed 4 look of intense

shoraing, 6h?” continued Paxton.
Mdil you _ want?”_ demanded

*Not In a conversational mood ‘this]

e 1133 1 S a Haset 3o S
pocket the other day that he asked hét
then and ‘there to marry him.. So it
came ahout that Mary pulled 6ft her
aptoh and went up atalrs to tell her
employers all abogt it - Within an hour
they Were mairicd by the contity clerk
e i s g e et . A

The Nephew of His Uncle, ’ )
“Why does Luckpenny carry his coat
ofi his Ari PO mnteﬂmmitz d-o

----- 5 Leﬂ.:'d“"“ “He wants to laspire his triends with
huve come -eonfidends In bia Anancinl

o eay, and

condition.®

glad To show us the way, and also T

arms carved in stone, and he led us . __

guide when he started on his long.

riages and our new friend mounted = _

1




