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CHAPTER VII=(Continued:)
He returned to the depot whence he
nad come, and the very next train car-
bicd bim back to New York city.

He thought of the exchange. of over-
oats which he had made with his trav-
ling acquaintance, and muttered:

“By Jupiter! Ileft the keys and the
wax impressions in my coat pocket.
hope they will not be the means of get-
ng the young fellow with whom I ex-
hanged coats tntotroubte.® -~ - -

When Stuart Herland alighted from
he railway train the officers who were
o the watch when the stranger whom
re have followéd, leaped upon the plat-
orm, were still at thelr post.

Harland had not taken five steps,
fhen & heavy hand fell upon-his shoul-
Her, and as the light of the policeman’s
antern was Te
he officer said, in a stern voice, as he
grasped the young man’s arm:

“You are my prisoner! I arrest you
n the charge of being & fugitive from
stice!” e T -
These two police officers were watch-
b for Stuart Harland, for to them Po-
¢ Sergeant Smith had wired the ycung
an's deseription, and 'when they stop-
pd the man who had taken Harland’s
-ercoat, they were on the alert. for the
tter.

Yutart Harland’s surprise was un-
»wunded, and he was indignant, as wéll.

“\What is the meaning of this outrage?
fhore Is certainly some mistake!” he ex-
laimed.

In a few words the police officers ac-

huainted him with the fact of John Oak-

burn's murder, of which Sergeant Smith’s

Hispatch had informed them.

One of the officers added-

“My instructions are simply to arrest

loou and return you to New York City at

buce.” .

“I suppose T must submit, but if you

111 only permit me to-visit the house of
friend for 8 few moments, I shall be

hnder obligations to you,” said Stuart.

“Impossible; the return train will
eave in ten minutes,” replied the officer.
Stuart groaned.

“I have had my journey for naught,®
he muttered.

Then he thought of Marion Oakburn
nd the singular circumstance that she
as in the broker's office at midnight,
e recalled her frightened manner, and
his mind was troubled.

_Thereflect
OnsiTug
pade him nervous and apprehensive.

He was not skilled in the art of hiding
his cmotions, and they betrayed what
was passing in his mind. )

The officers who aecompanied him
watched him closely, and they said be-
tween themselves:

“This business troubles him. He looks
18 though he were guilty.” |

Stuart never thought of examining
the stranger’s.overcoat, which had came
Into his possession as we have seen.

His surprise and consternation were,
therefore, quite gennine when the skele-,

il ”' . 5
offico after hearing the bankérs

fliected full in his face;]

1 a8 to how the publicmight |
s sudden night departure

Wi =S — >3

L 7 % e

i

e R
‘eomd
munication about the marked money;
re-entered, but he was unobserved, for
Pratt was now the central figure of the
assemblage.

“The fact is, gentlemen, Stuart Har-
‘land has been Indulging in speculations
tar beyond his mesns, and, as he”ded
seived us regarding his financial status

Theri he recolléotadl how ke had been!

|| swakened by the loud which h.
-ooutd— tby b B

o tor; wod—tre-thoug
20w that 1t must have been the detons-i
Hon_of the pistol shot that had killed:
John Oakburn that he had heard, .

He did not know that Paxton sdvanced.
the theory that the Assassin’s weapon:
was an air-pistol. But he had caught
enough of the police sergeant’s mutter-:
ings to learn t the time of the mur~
der-had been-fizxed-at-twenty -minutes-of;
one, aud so he knew that John Oakburn!
must-bave been dead when Marion left:
the office. . . ot
; Despite all his suspicions and conjec-|
tures, Harland had not mentioned bhe;
incident of his having seen Marion leav-
ing the office, for he had always enter-|
tained the most exalted opinions of her}
icharacter, and he had reasoned: H

he has b our debtor to the sum of
ten thousand-délars...We were led tg
suppose he could control that amount ol
the fortune which it is nuderstood h

will inherit. We hold Mr. Harland')]
note- fer ‘the amount of his -indebted!

ness, which 18 now several ddys cwer!

due. "Here 18" the note, 8ir,” continued
Pratt, as he placed the paper in thel
coroner’s hands, - =

“The day preceding the murder, the.g
is, the day before yesterday, we sen
“him & note, informing him that unless hej
gottled with us, we would apply to his
wealthy aunt, whose heir he is sald to,
be. - He replied that if we did so he w ]
ruined; that lis aunt was particularlyl
opposed to stock speculating, and thatj
phe had often warned him against it,!
eaying that her money should never b
risk in that way. In fact, Harlan
Inherit him if she found him out. H

“It was my wish to give the youn
man time, for I pitied him, but my:
partner is & hard man and he was ‘inex-f
orable. ‘Mr. Harland:.-had mortally of-:
tended him in someway, and hevowed he:
would have his money or-he would matkel
the exposure Harland dreaded. .o
- “Harland declared that he hadno way,
to pay the money, but he obtained my
partner’s promige not to move in the
matter until to-day. Now, it seems to
me almost pertain that his motive for the
qurder and thie robbery was to obtain
the money to pay us, and thus save him-
self from the loss of-his aunt’s fortune,
which might have resulted from an ex-
posure.” R

Thus Pratt concluded.

Harland had listened in silence, bufj
his eyes flashed, and his rage was be-
trayed in hisface. :

“You are allar and a scoundrel, Dan
Pratt!” he exclaimed. “You are con-
bpiring to ruin me. ~ You hold my note‘
{Jor a thousand dollars, If it purports

e for more, it has been tampered with.
Moreover, the note I can meet to thal
amount, as I have the money on deposi
In bank and meant to send you & chequg
to-day.” N
, “Poor\young man. He is plunging:
jnto the depths of falsehood and decep-
tion,” said Pratt, in a mournful tone.

“We have found out his motive. Thel
pase {8 clear now,” muttered the policel
sergeant, .

CHAPTER VIII.
The faces of the audience; who had;

the impression he had made. .

Stuart was regarded in such a mannen
that he was sure Pratt was believed by
the majority. .

True, none of the stolen money hadi
been found in Stuart Harland’s posses-
sion, but this could not be regarded asi
an evidence of his innocence, since he
had ample time to secrete the proceeds
of the robberfy. L !

Thus reflected dhe jurors. :

There was little further evidence to
hear, and presently the Coroner sub-
mitted the matter to the jury, whq

ton key were
taken from his pocket when he was
vrought before the coroner,

In a few words after this discovery,
«hile the Coroner motioned to the man
«ho had last entered the broker's office
to be silent, Btuart explained how the
exchange of overcoats came about, as
we have related it t
But Stewart's s greeted with
murmur of ineredulity, and it was clear
hat it was not generally credited.

Harland observed this, and he turhed
to the young clerk who had been one of
his co-laborers in the broker’s offlce,
end said: * .

thereuponl Tenm

‘stated that ke feared his aunt would dis< (-

listened to Pratt’s evidence, betrayed | Despite this evidelco of hismore il

There—is my' stel

not believe her guilty. There i8 some!
lexplanation which will yet be made that
will clear up all this dark affair, and I
shall not regret my silence.”

" The ignoble thought that-he
rect suspleion from himself b
his Enowledgé Of MAarion™s Becrét visit
to the office 1tever entered his mind.
“Who can be the guilty one?” Stuart’
asked himself, and although there was
26 clue to gulde his suspicions, by some
mental process which he could s¢arcely
have explained himself, his thoughts re-
verted to Levi Kredge, the janitor. R
Perhaps the vague suspicions of this
wman, which entered his mind unbidden,
were prompted by an opinion which he
had recently formed that Levi Kredge
was a spy and a sneak.

Stuart had twice caught the fellow
with his ear at the key-hole of Jason
Garrison’s private office when confiden-
tial transactions were taking place there.

The second tlme Stuart’s anger gained
the ascendency, and he kicked Kredge
out of the office.

The young man had not forgotten that
Kredge had flashed upon him a look of
ferocious hate as he slunk away without
resenting the assaulf. .

The. fellow had not uttered a word,
but Stuart had read murder in the flerce
burning light of his eyes, and from that
moment he knew that the seemingly in~
offensive and servile cripple was a dan-
gerous man. :

The thought now-ceceurred to Stuart
that it might have been the fellow’s pur-
pose in listening at key-holesandin spy-
ing about the office to obtain knowledge
which would enable him to commit a rob-
bery when therd was money in the safe.

So deeply impressed did Stuart be-
come with the idea that Kredge was
concerned in the murder that he deter-
mined to mention the matter to Mr. Gar-
rison, to whom he had never mentioned.
Kredge’s eavesdropping, simply because
he despised anything like tale-bearing.

As for- himself, Stuart was sustained
by the consciousness of innocence.

Meanwhile, when Daniel Pratt was
making his statement before the coro-
ner’s jury, the -elegant old gentleman
who had entered the office just behind
him seemed strangely excited. His
hands were clinched, his lips com-
pressed themselves into a rigid line, ax;g
his beautiful, luminous dark eyes blaz
with & dangerous light.

'might di-
11
& -

T

ry —inexpheable—in—
IMarion Oakbura's conduct, but I can-

Goe oF the Siangect of Adimdie™
Native te Amaerios. -

American continent, none 13 more re-
markable in form thkan the Manatee

Although this strange cresture is

of goodly size, often -reaching a
weight_of gaveral hundred pounds,
and sometimes atfaining & lengthof-
thirteen feet, yot-1 venture to say
that not more than one person-out of

every four thousand in the United
States could now arize and correctly
answer the guestion, ‘‘What is a
Manatee?’’ Whenever you mention .
the name of the creature to any one .
save a studemt-of quadrupeds,-of-a& .=
stirety you will have that gquestionto———-
answer forthwith, -

The M

Tives exclusively in the water, and
while it is shaped somewhat like a
geal, it is very far from being one. I
mention the-seal by way of compari-
son solely hecause it is the only quad-
ruped which can be used. The heavy,,
bag-like body. short meck, blunt
nose and round head of our harbor :
seal do indeed suggestthe formof ———
the Manatee; but there the resem-

blance stops short. T T
Instead of having hind flippers
1ike a seal, the body of the Manatee .
terminates in a very broad and very -
flat tail, which forms an admirable
propeller, . Its front limbs are sim-
ply big, flat paddles, by no means so
shapely and useful as the front flip-
persof a sea lion- 1t haeno hair—or,————
at least, none to speak of; a smooth,
but very thick and tough skin, small
weuak eyes and a blunt noge. Instesd
of having- i -and feed-
ing on-fish, it has only a set of rather
weak molars, and lives solely on
aquatic plants.

—J¥5-}ives in the mouths and--lewer- . ____.
reaches of rivers that flow into the
ges in tropical latitudes; and while 1%
does not object to salt water,it is
most - at “home_in—water that it I8 -~
either brackish or else gdite Tresh;
and the latter is preferred betause of -
its aquatic vegetation. Unlike the
geal, it is quite unable to come oub -
on land.

I am glad to be able to say that
even to-day this remarkable animal

is an inhabitant of one portion of our
strangely diversified United States.

For some particular reason, pro-
bably the abundamce of good food
combined with a good depth of the
water a number of Manatees have
chosen to inhabit the St. Lucie Riv~

er, Brevard Co., Florida, which flows ~
into Indian River, eighteen miles
above Jupiter Inlet. Their presence
there has been well known for twen-

ty years or so; but, fortunately for -

them. they possess nither the check-
ered leather hide of the sdd eyed alli-
gator, the spun glass plumes of the
unhappy egret, or the delicious flesh
of the wild turkey, and 8o as yet they

passing interest in the proceedings be=
fore the coroner’s jury, he was, as we
have stated, an cntire stranger to alk
present.

Did he hold some secret knowledge of
the actors in this life-drama which
caused his emotion? :

When he hastily left the office after
he -overheard the banker inform the
coroner regarding the mark on tha
money which had been stolen from
Jason Garrison’s safe, he burried di-
rectly to the office of Messrs. Pratt and
Weeks. .

¢_olice O

door of the priv:
was dashed open aad Pratt rushed in.

gh partuer's side; e

| some commaunication which he did not

Weeks utiered an oath and dropped
among the balan - money.
Then he unlocked the money drawer,
notes, he sph -them-at the
aged stranger. . - T,

The latter secured them and turned td
the door. :
éaw Pratt and Weeks hastily gathering
up the marked money.
to obtain some of the. marked money.
They know the secret n6w. That scoun-
information,” muttered the stranger. -

There was a telegraphlic “stock indi-
tleman paused to consult the “tape.”

Heread “C. A. 400; 225 s, 60.”

cago and Alton Railroad stock at two
hundred and twenty-five dollars to be
time within sizty days,” muttered the
old gentleman; and the readiness with
“indicator take” told that he was no
novice in the stock market.
Pratt & Weeks, he returned to the
office, where the inquest was still in
. As he passed along the side of the
building occupied by the firm of Pratt &
the private entrance to the office.

He therefore possessed the positive-
the scheming brokers the news that the
stolen money was marked,
mysterious. Kredge must have known
that the stolen money was in the pos-
their spy, that is clear,” he thought.

When he arrived at Garrison’s office,
building, and while he.stood before it,
be saw Pratt a;groach and gain entrance
as stated. i

At the conelusion of the inquest, the
cretly interesting himself in the caso of
John Oakburn’s murder, walked to
Astor House, for at this dato Jacob
Astor had not made his successful inno-
the great business thoroughfare of the
great eity.
of the incidents thus far recorded, the
old gentleman-had arrived at the hotel,
more.”

Mr. Stanmore secemed to be a stran-
of business with Wall street business
men,
mercial relations with the firm of Messrs.
Marks & Buck, accommodation loan
on Wall street a year previous. Also
with Judson, Kirk & Seonanother Wall
mining and railway speculations.

There was another firm, not on Wall
evidently-on the best of business terms.

The firm in question was that of Ben-
house which negotiated large loans, and
to them in sccrct many a Wall street
cial 2id when the market took a long run
“the wrong wav.”
of each of the firms mentioned was clog-
eted with” Mr. nmore In_Nis_apari-

“offoe, vhlehw:r'u?ebehmd the counter,
Spring to—hts
solzed his arm, and hissed in s Whisper
the two marked fifty dollar notes back
and, taking out two other unmarked
Glancing back over his shoulder. he
“Pratt was just in tlme' to foil my plhn‘
them the
cator” near the door, and -the aged gen-
“Ah! Four hundréd shares of the Chi-
delivered at the seller’s option, at any
which he franslatéd the legehd on “the:
Leaving the establishment of Messrs.
progress.
Waeks he saw Levi Kredge emerge from
c¢ertitude that the janitor had brought
“This affair 1s growing more and more
session - of Pratt and Weeks.. He {8
again, ho did not immediately enter the
to the office. He then entered himself, |
mysterious old gentleman, who was se-
Broadway and took the omnibus to the
vation, and there were no horse ears on
Some wecks previousto the occurrence
and registered the name, “Richard Stan-
ger in the city, but to have a great deal
Particularly intimate were his com-
brokers, who had established themselves
street firm largely interested in various
street, with whom Mr. Stanmore was
jamin & Co., a Jewish moncy-lending
operator had been glad to come for finan-
Almost every evening a representative
ments In the hotell

have not been entirely exterminated. .

Terrapin Farming.

An enterprising citizen of Fulton,
Fla., Mr. Hole, is the pioneer in &
new industry for that State—dla—
mond-back terrapin farming. In hig .
pen, built in the water, he has 1,
terrapin and next year hopes to have
five times that number. The Florida .
terrapin are of the same species a8

y.3 in the taste-ol-the

leaving their seats, that "John Oakb
camo to his death at the hands of some
person, whose positive identity was un-+
known, but that the evidence was suchy
as to fasten a strong suspieton upon
Stuart Harland.” — :
Thereupon:, the Coroner directed thay
| Stuart be held s prisoner to await fur+
ther developments. o
Stuart retained his composure admir<
ably, as he listened to the verdlct of
the coroner’s jury, and heard the ordes
which condemned him to detention im
prison. - !
The officers were about to conduct the

"™ am suré 1o one oI you would wish
to impugn my veracity, and I ask you to
sy if you recognize this coat as mine.
It you do not see that it was never made
or me—that it is at least three sizes too
arge.”

The broker's clerks replied affirma-|
Hvely, and expressed their conviction
hat  Stuart’s word was not to be
fioubted. This was certainly a copfirma-!
ion of Harland’s statement.

The Coroner. now addressed the man
vho had last entered.

That individual was Mr, Pratt, of the
riu of Pratt.& Weeks, who had rulned
ason Garrison. :

Pratt was a portly; gross-looking men,
vith & black goatee, which owed its
olor to dye, as did also his scahty halr,
He was bald, but this evidence of ()
vas partlally concealed by a skillful
rrangement of the remnants of his
polored looks. His features-were heavy
nd sensuel, but he had a smooth, in-

the helght-of fashion. Butthe wore
0 much_ jewelry, and his garments
vore inolined to be loud.

You wish to offer some evidence, sirt”
a_l‘(l'thq coroner. .
Yes, &ir; as I Tnformed the officer at
o door, who thereupon immediately

rise.”
Dratt was sworn and lie-sald:

Having received the information af
uy office that
rrost, churgeg

with the murder of Jobn

akburn, I deethed 1t

Pl ?gthe(l 1t tny duty to peﬁ
jBoems to mo wilk e gh Ki ;

© waa st - ik 4

inuating maunner, and always dressed

oung Harlund was undet! | '

1

arranged someéthing altei the mianner ot:
a bank, and at the moment when the
stately old gentleman entered it Mr.
‘Weeks, Pratt’s partner, was behind the
screen-mounted counter engaged in
counting a package of money. .
Producing a one-hundred-dollar note
_from his pocketbook, the old gentleman
whom we have followed strode Torward;,
and presenting the note ata little wicket
in the screen, he asked:=. . . .
-“Will you please -accommodate
with change?” B
. “In one moment, sir,” replied Weeks,
and he continued counting the money,

“me

. Surprising as it may seem, however,
in.view of the fact we have mentioned,
Mr. Stanmore was entirely unknown
personally on Wall street, and he never,
visited the offices of the business firms
we have mentioned.

___All of this smacked of mystery, and
there was much more in fhe doings of
Mr. Stanmore that seemed to bo inex-
plicable. . e
Very much to Mr. Garrison’s surprise,
the day following the night of the mur-
der and robbery drew to a close, and no
oné from Pratt & Weeks called upon him
3 a o ad-

I great difficulty to be encountered in

tobe-no-dt
precious morsels, but there isa great
difference in the price paid for them.
While Florida terrapin bring only
$20, those taken from the watersof
Chesapeake Bay sell at from $36 to
$60 a dozen. Even at $20 a dozen,
thowever, Mr-Hole-ex

the business a paying. one.

flerencoh—th

supplying the demsand is the unusual
ability of the terrapin to hide them—
solves, They are easiest caught in
the hatching season, when they make

unfortunate Yo
when Jason Garrison came
grasped his hand in a warm. greeting.
“You will toll Edna that I am falsely]
accused,” said Stuart. 4
“Yés; Yyes. Bhe will never doubt you,™
snswered the broker. " '
Harland was moving to the door, be—i
tween the two officers, when Marion;
Oakburn galned his side, and said to blmy;
In & tone of the most positive convictiong
“Take with you the assuranee that yo
will be saved.” : .
8tuart was conduected to Lu(‘low street)
ail forthwith, and his mind' was in
ondgiion of doubt and trouble mos}

oe
forward and]

harassing. So many oiroumstances of
a surprising nature had crowded them-
selves into his life within the last few
tours, that ha was daged snd confused.
In the midst of the ¢onfusion in his
mind, he saw constantly, however, like
& portrajt which had been stamped. in+
felibly tipon the camera of memory, the
horror-stricken face of Marion Oakburn
23 he bad seen her when she left th
office in which her father had been mur-
dered. Her face haunted him like
host that would pot be lald, and as h
eflected he thought: 1
“When she came out of the office he:
tather must have been  dead, Betoreﬂ

while—the -
standing beslde the open-work screen.
From this position he obiained an ex-

Weeks was engaged, and he made a dis-
covery.

! He plainly saw that each note in the
package of money which Weeks wae
counting was marked distinctly with a
“V” jn the upper left’hand corner of the
. back of the same.

It seemis that tho stranger must have
acted upon previously acquired knowl-
edge when he hurried straight to the of-
floe of Pratt & Weeks, the moment he
acquired the knowledge that-the stolen
money was all privately marked.

“It is the money John Oakburn's mur-
derer stole from Jason Garrison’s safe,”

thought:

money in change, I'shall have the evl-
dence that the stolen money has found
i
tures. Are these birds of prey the-as.
sassin’s accomplices?” -

ter. .
Lad

cellent view_of the mohey .with which_

gald the aged stranger mentally, and he.

“Now, if he only gives ‘me the marked
ts way into the possession of these vul-.

: In a moment or sb Webks had counted
thie marked money, and then he picked
up the one hundred- doller note -which
‘the stranger had placed upon the coun-

tv them

th
-the-meney-h

F

In view of the fact that Mr. Pratt had
insisted that the $78,000 must positively
| be paid.that morning . at an_early hour,

Tacks ¢ -
niest; but this is the closed ssason;. -—
and the law provides a heavy, penslty

consequences, Mr. Garrison’ tBought 1t
was remarkablo that he had not heard
from him. +

Pratt had hurried away from the
broker's offtco without exchanging a
word with Mr. Gatrison. -

Edna had been informed by her father
of Stuart’s imprisonment; and: the de-
voted girl received the evil news bravely,
for she was sustalned by the belief that
Innocench would triumph. {

Jason Garrison was 'In a state of in-
tense nervous exeitement and alarm.
He shut himself up in his library, and at
every unusual sound he started appre-
henslvely, as though he was in momen-
tary expectation of the ocourrence of
some terrible calamity.

" At nightfall, as he was looking over
the ovening paper, he suddenly leaped
to his feet, and exclaimed, excitedly:

“Can this be true! Can this be truet”

{TO BE COSTINUED.| -.
—

.Not that-Kind 6F = Dog:
“Do you sce that Japrnese pug walt-

3
1

awful cr!.mé;
in Btuart!

murder had been done.
_ "Where was sho when the;
was consummated? :
. There was & horrible doubt
Harland’s.mind then.

*But, N auoh

4 - >4
Reos ont with ) of :
of that the monstrous thought tha
maybe implicated in the murder o
own Aatiter sannot fnd u'lo%mﬁ

s34 'Y FTCTIRN
How Wil youhave-107—

!other, who had seen notes of that
‘nomination In t
‘WODeY.
. The

“Weeks turn

woney. ‘That he meant to give him two
notes from that package In exchange for
the ono hundred -dollar xuote was' plain,

1] Tor K8

searoh of th ? minationsequined
¢ 51 the deno; :
-In a moment he fonnd them. =~ -

i, With the two marked ahy

Sgllar

: .“In two fifttes, please,” replied tha
de
he packsge of marke&,
ger ropressed tﬁe'exélteméﬂi
£o the packege 0t marked

they epun along the rcad thbe other
night. “Yes; what about him?* “Well,
\t-he-dun't get cut of the way I'm going
over hlia. K 2o Kinks in bis back will
aut of thotel” The dog dld not run, but
wallrot dellberately to the center of thé
rodd aud stond in the moonlight,  RBiffl

if the debtor wished to avold unpleasanty

for us in ihe road.” inqulred an
fowa wheelman of his companion, as

for violation. Inthe
rapin are captured in nets. M, Hole
says that terrapin possess s fatal cu-
riosity. If there are terrapid in’ &
creek, all yon have to do is to'rapon
the boat, and their little black heads
wlll bob to the surface. Then the
dragnet is called into play, and th

terrapin asre bagged.

A Horrible Tragedy, -

A horrible tragedy took plsce mok ~
long sincoe in & menagerio at Lyoas. -
A olerk had the entree of the meang-
erie, and was on friendly terms with -
the staff of the show. He. made Up,
his mind to be photographed in 4
central lipns*cage;and wea¥ :
menagerie without the knowledge of
the pmprie\bor in order to cArFy ©
his intention. He entered the sage, -
which was, of course, empty, ead '
while the photographer was Eﬂtﬁf
ready his camera he approached ol
mous llon, named Romulus, Iay
gleeping. He did all he could to ex-
cite the animal throughthe bars,and
while pressing against the parsitiod
foned the trap. dabay

inadvertently open

rwirtch-separ >

lioh bounded. through the opening,

and, springing u%on the unfortunabe
8

clerls, seized sad In it mouﬂl.\_
crushing 1t t4rridly. Thayouog:

Tdoles m;nlr spolted skunk.

wheelonen” tade
:)J;Iu suits. Vi Japanes pug proved,

low was killed almost jnstantansous "
Iy v . o




