‘FxT - e went down and slew a lionin a
pit in 300wy day,”~1 Chroniches xi., 22, .

Hava you ever heard of him? His name

was Benaiah., He was aman of stout muscle
and of great avoirdupois. Hisfather wasa
hero. and-he inherited prowess. - He was
athletic, and there was iron in his blood,

and the strongest bone in his body was back- |

bone. He is known for other wonders be-

to-day. You must have at

"Jend then_ remember how many have tri-

umphed over such 8 triad of misfortune,
Paul had th roubles: 8anbedrin de-
nouncing him—that w. grea

[ physical infitmity, which he called “‘a thorn
in the flesh,"” ahd although we know not what
the thorn was, we do know from the figure

a9’ GRS i trouble; | tho sharpi

| That means bloodthirstiness. ___That means
(gruelty. That means destruction. .Sorie of
you bave felt thé strength of his paw, and
hess of his tooth, and the horror of
hisrage. Yes, he is s savage devil, Ho
roared everything good when Lord
Claverhouse _assailed the Covenaater,

and v~ against the Hugue-

he used that it must have been g
+aat- stuck him—tha} wasthe second troubles
approaching martyrdom—that made the three
4 Yot he says,-It I had
only one misfortune, I couid stand that but

nots one August night when the bell tolled
for the butchery to begin, and the ghastly
‘joke in-th it Was;

e streat
in Angust’ agd 50 000 in knives were
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severities into .the gardens of everlasting |
flore and into orchardy of eternal fruitage,
the fall of their white blossoms the only
snow in heaven, )
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[ bench had not helped us out with it, in whi

— == - -_mothieg but a elub.

Fidey that of the text. An Egyptian Nve
cubits in stature, or aboutseven feet nine
inches high, was maving around in bragga-
@oclo and flourishing a great spear, careless
as to whom he killed, and Bonatdh of my text,
with nothing but a walking stick, came upon
him, snatched the spear from the Egyptian,
< ani with one thrust of its sharp edge put an
end ro the blatant bully, which makes us
thiok of the story in our Greek lesson, too
-~ hard for usif the smarter boy on the same
i ich
Horatius the 3latedonian and Dioxippus the
Atheatan fought in the presence of Alexan-
der, ihe Macadonian armed with shield and -
sworl and javelin and the Athenian with
The Macedontsn hurtet
‘the jawelin, but the Athenian successfully
dolgel it, and the Macedonian lifted tho
spear, but'the Athenian with the club broke
it. and the Macedonlan drew the sword, but
b= Athenian tripped him up before he could
strite with it, aud then the Athenian with bis
clws would have beaten the life out of the
Macedonian. fallen among his useleas
‘weapons, if Al der had not ded,
4Stop! Stop! oL
But Benaiab of the text is about to do
somEthing that will eclipse even that. There
is trouble in all the neighborhood. Lambs
&:0 carried off in the night.-and children ven-
turing only a little way from their father’s
house dre found mangled and dead. The
fact is the land "was infested with lions, and
fow people darsd meet ope of these grizaly
beasts. much less coruer or attack it. As &
good Providence would have it; one morning
a footstep of a lion was tracked in the snow.,
It bai been out on its devouring errand
through the darkness, but at last it is found
by the m:fpression of the four paws on the
white surface of the ground which way the
wild Beast came and which way it had zone,
Pertlous undertaking, bt Benaiah, the hero
of tha text, arms himself with suoh weapons
as those early days afforded.- gunpowder
having been “invented in a far subsequent
century by the German monk Bertholdus
Bchwarz.  Therefore without gun or any
kind of flrearms, Benaish of the text no
" doubt depended on the sharp steel sdge for
his own defense and the siaughter of the
lion as he followed the_track through the
snow. It may have been a javelin; it miay
have been only a knife. But what Benalah
lacksin’ wenpons.he will make upinstrength
of arm™and skill of stroke.- But where is
the lion. We must not get off his track
in the _snow.-— —has —nramy |
cistarns, gr pits, for catching rain, the
raiufall being very searce at certain seasons,
and hepce these cisterns, or reservoirs, are .
digzed here and there and yonder. Lions
bave an instinct whieh seems to tell them
when they are pursued. and this dread mon-
ster of which I speak retreats into ome of
thess cisterns which happened to be free of
‘water and is there pantiog from the long run _

— - —-and ileking its jaws after 8 repast of human

flesh and after quafing
humaa blood. ~

Benaiah is all alert and comes cautiously
on towarl the hiding place of this terror of
the flelds. Comiag to thu verge of thepit. he
looks down-at”the lion, and the lon looks
ug at him. What a moment it “Was when
their lashed! —But while a modern Du
Chatthr=Gordon Cammifiz or Sir Samuel
Baker or David Livingstone would have
Jjust brought the gun to the shoulder, aad
held the eye against the barrel, and
blazul away into the de) the, and “finished
the beast, Benaiah, with only the old
tim: weapon, can do nothing until h»
get:i om a level with the Deast,

© red vinfage of

| the mountains be cast

threearstwo too many?” No. I misintecpret. |
e says: “‘SBorrowful, yet always rejoicing.
Poor, vet making many rich. Having noth-
Ing, yet possessing all things.” ‘“‘Thbasks be
unto God, who giveth tns-the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” .

David had three troubles, a bad boy, a
temptétion to dissoluteness and dethrone-
ment. What does he say? * is our re~
iuge and strength, & very present help in
time of trouble. Therefore will not we fear,
-4

3
into the midst of the
sea. -

John Wesley had three troubles—defe-
mation by mobs, domestic infelicity, fatigue
from more sermons preached and more miles
traveled than almost any man of his time,
What does he say?  “The best of all is, God
is with us,” And when his poet brother,
:barles Wesley, said to him. “Brother John.
ifthe Lord were to give:me wings, I'd fly.”
John's reply was, “Beother Charles, if the
Lord told me to ly, I'd do it and leave Him
to flad the wings.”

George Whitefield had three troubles—re-
jection from the pulpits of England because
he \wad too dramatie—that” was one trouble:
strabismus, or the crossing of his eyes, that
subjected him to tfhe-caricature of all the
small wits of the day; vermin and dead
mals thrown at'him while'he preached on the
commons—that madethree troubles, Never-
theless, his sermons were: so buoyant that a
little child. dylng soon after hearing him
preach, said in’ the intervals of pain. **Lat
me go to Mr. Whitefield’s God.” ©Oh. I am
so glad that Benafah of my text was not the
only one who triumphed over a lion in a pit
ona snowy day.

Notice in my text a victory over bad
woather, It was a snowy day, when one's
vitality is at a low etb and the spirits are
- naturally depressed and one does not feet
like undertaking a great enterprise, when
Benaiah rubs his hands together to warm
them by extia frictiog, or trashes his arms
around him to revive circulation of the
blood. and then goes at the lion, which was
all the more fisrce and ravenous, because of
the sharp weather. Inspiration here admits
atmospheric hindrance. The snowy day at
Valley Forge well nigh put an end to the
struggle for American independence. The
snowy day demolished Napoleon's army on
the way from Moscow.

- The intlethéncy of January and February
I veather has-sem d—thou-
sands of merchants, Long succession of
stormy Sabbaths has erippied innumerable
churches,  Lighthouses veiled by the snow
on many a coast have failed to warn off from
the rocks the doomed frigate. Tens of thou-
sands of Christlans of nervous temperament
by the depression of a snowy day almost
despair of reaching heaven. Yet in that
style of weather Benaiah of the text
achieved —his most -célebrated " victory,
and 16t 43 "by the grace ol God become
victor over influences atmospheric. If we
are happy only when the wind blows from
the elear northwest, and the thermometer is

ve freezing point, and the skyis an in-
verted blue cup of sunshine poured all over
us, it is a religion 95 per cent. off. Thenk
God there are Christians who. though their
whola life through sickness has been asnowy
day. have killed every lion of despondency
that dared to put its cruel paw against their
suffering pillow. It wasa snowy day when
+ha-Pile-im ¥atham set 0ot not an_a bank of,
tlowsrs,but on the cold New England ruck,:mrx
from a ship that might have been more ap-
propriately called after a December hurri-
cane-than-aft Mayflower™ they—tuok

Temoved; aud “thougit | two

5 & Victims, sud this momster

as had under his paw many of the grandest

souls of all time, and fattened tvith the spoils
of centuries he comes for you.

But I am glad t6 say to all of you who have
got the worst in such a struggle that there is
'a lion on our side if 'you want him, Revela-
tion.v., 5, “The lion of Judah's tribe.” A
Lamb to us, but a Hort to meet that other lion,
and you can easily guess who will beat in
that fight, and who will be beaten. When

oppost

you cannot tell which will ~ overesne
and which will b2 overcome. They
glare at each otaer for a moment, ant
ther with -full strength of muscle they.
uash azaingt each other like two thunder-
bolts of colliding stormelouds. and with jaws
liks the erush of avalenches. and with a re-
munding voice that makes the Himalayas
tremble, and with a pull and tear and clutch
and trample and shaking of the head from
side to sid» until 1t is too much for human
enduraece to witnese, and. though one lion
may he left dead. the one which has con-
quered  crawls  away lacerated  and
gashad and lame and eyeless to bleed to
death in au adjoining juagle. Butif you
and I feel enough our” weakness in this bat-
*le of temptation and ask for the divine help
azainst'that old lion of hell, deseribed in St.
Pater.will go to thestronger lion deseribed in
Revelation, and it will be no uncertain p-
ple, but under one omnipotent stroke the de-
vouring monster that would slay our soul
shall go reeling back into a pit 10,609 times
dezper than that in which Bepaiah sle¥w the
lion on a snowy day.

A word to all who are in a snowy day. Ob,
fathers and mothers who have lost children.

aund soul. But drive back the lion “of
bereavement with- the thought which David
Rae, of Edinburgh, got from the Scoteh
gravedigger, who was nlways planting white
clover. and —the sweetest flowers on  the
children’s graves in the cemetery, and when
asked why he did so replind:  “Surely, sir,
I canna make ower flue the bed coverin o’
a little imnocent sleeper that’s waitin
there till it's God's time to” waken It.

away to glory, Whensic grandeur is waitin
it yonder; it's fit it should be decked oot
here. Ithink the Baviour that eounts its
dust sac precious will like to sce the white
clover shieet spread ower it. Do ye noo.think
0, too, wir? Cheer N

The best work for God and humanity has
been done on the snowy day. At gloomy
Marine Terrace, island of Jersey, the exile,
Vietor Hugo, wrought the mightiest
achievements of his pen. Ezekiel, banished
and  bereft and an invalid at Corn-
hill, on the banks of Chebar, had hie
momentous vision of the cherubim and
wh ithi

10
sketches - the
ton writes the greatest poem of all time
without eyes. Michael Angelo carved a
statue out of snow, and all Florence gazed in
raptures at its exquisiieness, and many of
God's servants have out of the cold cut theit
immortality. Persecutions were the dark
background that made more impressive the
courage and consecration of Savonarols,
who, when threatened with denial of burial,
said, *“I'hrow.meinto the Arno if you choose;
the resurrection day will find me, and that is
-enouga. Benaigh on a cold damp, cutting,
snowy day gained leonine triumipb. Hard-

alted and inspired and glorified

Tantt SO e JUMps into thé pif, and the Moo,
with shining teeth of rage and claws lifted to
tear to shreds the last vestiga of haman life,
sprirgs for the man, while Benaiah springs
for the beast. But the quick stroke of the
ategl' titige flashed again and again and agiln

&
possession of this great eontinent.” And

many & good man or & good woman has
taken possession of a whole continent of
spiritual satisfaction, valleys of peace and

4 4 : £ iox

amid more chilly worldly ecircumstances

jects.
The bush jtself has mounted higher
And flourished unconsumed in tire.
Well. we have had maay snowy days withip
the past month, and added to the chill of the
weather was the chilli i thre

meet in & judgle imTodia,

that js the weather that cuts through body-

and cover it with the white robe, and walt it

all, discongolates. |

ship and troublo have again end again ex-
—their gub- |

the amused attentio
on the sidewalk. - .
In going over anothermuy,
ing the rakish leoking pﬂrtgdiﬂ;‘ b
accident, tripped the dude. ,The lat
ter narrowly escaped a fall; and ag },
recovered himself he swung hig rigy,
It landed on the jaw, and his tonfen
tor went downasifa Dpiledrivar
struck him, ~77
‘You can ape me, don’t yo
know.”” he drawled, ‘‘but, baw Jox
you musn’t monkey with me.
. .
Retributive Fate.

ST T c

i building trades held a three-hour ses- n of e"ﬂybo:
sion yesterday afternoon. Afterwards,

Delegate P* J. ‘Ansiow, of “the stone
cutters, said: “The executive board
has approved the action already taken
workers with all the resources at Its
and it wlll back up the Electrical
command. The Electrical workers are
skilled men, and yet they are the only
Lmen—in the buflding trades who are
Tat present compelled to work more
than eight hours. Even laborers work
but eight hours, while the wire work-
ers have a nine-hour day.- The build.
i»g trades are a unit in their support.
At present we are waiting to see what
the Mason Builders’ association, that
is the master builders, will do. Al-
though they have claimed heretofare
te stand for principle of arbitration,
in thi§- matter- they appear to be de-
termined to back up the, Electrical
contractors,. who have refused to ar-
bitrate.” )

From further statements it appears
that the real struggle now 1s with
the builders, and it was said that
the question as to whather the con-
tractors were successful in hiring
many non-union Electrical workers was
really a minor matter. ~

Mr. Anslow, however, denied@ the ré-
port that this strike was really but
a pretext designed to bring on a gen-
eral trial of strength between the un-
fons and the bosses. Both sides are
¥ell organized, and the bosses allege
that if they yteld in the matter of
the Electrical workers, it will be fal-
lowed by demands all along the ling.
- The report that the mien had beén
ordered out on the new St. Luke's
hospital ‘bulldings, and that they had
refused to go, was denied in toto ‘“‘the
l-maen are willing to go out at any time,”
said Mr. Anslow, “but the report that
they had already been ordered out
was a mistake.” N

HE WAS BOILED ALIVE.

This queer freak of fortune’s wheg
is brought to the- attention of ouy
Dexter correspondent: Twenty ye
8g0 a'young man .married one of ty,
smartest young : ladies an
round, and the young couple seem
to start in life with every Prospect o
happiness. Bat the girl was an
‘bitiousto be rich,” and because s
was not was very much dissatisf
After keepiog-her husband in a pec
of trouble for atigie she left hi
and got a divorce. He went in
bankruptcy and she very soon mar
ried a wealthy man and.rode behind
span in an elegant carriage. To-da
the former bankrupt is wealthy an
prosperous, has a new wife and
happy home. Every comfort sur
rounds them. His wife of other day:
now lives in poverty and hasto scru
for the bread she eats. Her hus
band’s wealth under poor manag
ment shrank to worge than nothingj
The roses have gone from her cheeki
and the light from her eyes. It'
as complete a turn around as on
ever Baw. : U

Plant Which Theives
Arctic- Rigors.

g Jors in  arctic lands
'-T; T untains covered witl

hgu;l snow have often been sta

".‘ garious-

¥ say horrified,. to find
ﬁ'.r—m»mgover the snow apJ
B marked in_blood.  Th

0 int seemed. after .
“cht 'ff.’"f;s marked as thoug
": pad been dipped in blood
rWer cases, explorers in- these

ve foun the snow.—ir
o being the traditional g}lsb
: TiTE tained a beautiful

. In some CHEES™ 747
ptende i ares,
forded 8 welcome rel;ef' l;on
guling whitenss. This is 'wh
alled the red ore crimson 8now.
1t is, of course, hardly -nece
1o say that_this phenomenon is
" connected with actual 1|
seientists have investigated the
actand have found out that
] sed .by.the presence of enor
oantities of a8 minute plant.
mell amount of this colored
s placéd on a piece of white |
und sllowed to melt and evapc
there will be found a residun
ganules, just sufficient to gi
nint crimson tinge to the p
¥hen™ placed under the micros
these granules resolve _thems
isto spherical purple or erimson
fom one one-thousandth to
three-thousandths of an inch i
smeter. The wall by which
gre surrounded does not excee
thickness the omne two-thousan
part of an inch. Each cell is I
i contain nitrogenous ‘substal

ch and red coloring matter.
plant, where perfect, thus h
strong resemblance to a red cus
terry. Each cell is perfectly i
pendent of all the others with w
it may be associated, and is s
tinet individual plant, within w
iithe vital functions are ca:
on.

Tea Intemperance.

There is no doubt as to the
drinking propensities of the Eng
nce. We flirt with coffee, but t¢
our only serious love, With th
ception of Russia, we drink mo
itthan all the ‘rest of the conti:

ut together. It is the one unive

Fell into a Vat of Boiling Water in
a Tannery.

Newark, N. J., Feb. 23.—In Dwyer's
lether factory, Newark, are several
large vats filled with boillng water
covering deposits of tan bark. Narrow
boards wet and slippery with steam,
are lald across the tops of the vats,
J{and =i v

A SURGEON’S KNIFE

ves you s feeling of horrorand
here iy o longer

RUPTURE o 2o s ov

Bife wnd
enough to cross one of the vats by ing trusses cao be thrown
- neser cure dut often induce

means of the board. Peter Fitzpatrick,
of Newark, was making such an at-
tempt yesterday wher, his foot slipped
and he fell into the boiling water. He
sank in up to his armpits, his freet
touching the layer of bark. The vat’s
walls were slippery and its rim above
his reach. He splashed about wildly
in his awful bath, and when feliow
wrkmen who had heard his shrieks,
came to his aid, he was still conscious
and screaming in agony. His body

tion, strangulation snd death.

-TUMORS S53ries, Fibrod (Tt

Mmﬁmm the perils of o
operal .
howerer L

pILE WMQ&S%:’:NII ag

tly cured without pata o
scrt to the knife.
STONE iz fie 2t 2.
verised, washed out and perkally
moved without cutting.

large patches, disclosing the raw-boiled
flesh. The pain was intense, and Fitz-
patrick, still conscious, moaned contin-
uwously. It was difficult to handle bim
as at every touch_his flesh, literally

also
tting Ja hundreds of cases. For
P s 0 M o
send 10 ce’: in Do) g
treet, Buffalo, N. ¥.

———————sBRowy—day

S

——shout—of -Benaiak's -victory:

STOW WS DU 1ONRBT Wle and the
right foot of triumphant Bensiah is balf
coversd - with “the'
horror of Palestine,—-——— -

Now you see how emph and tragic
and tremendous are the words of my text,
*"He went down and slew a lion in a pit in a

¥ an “put that o the Bible? |
Why put it twice in the Bible, onre in the
book of Samuel and hers in the bLook of
Chronicies? Oh. the practical lessons are so
many for you and for me' What a cheer in.
t2is subject for all those of you who arein
-conjunction of hoatileloircumstances, T Threo-
ngs were againat- Benadah. of my text
in the moment of combat, the snow that im-
pede oV 5
him in & small space, and the Hon, with open
jaws aud uplifted paw. .And yet I hear the
Ob, man and"
‘womsn of three troubles. you -say, “I could
stand one, aud I think I could “stand two,

e - DUt three ave are least one too many.

There is a man in business perplexity aud
Who has sickness in his family, and old age
is coming on, Three troubles—a lon, o pit
and snowy day. There is & good woman
with failing health and a dissipated husband
and & wayward boy—three troubles. There
is & young man, salary cut down, bad

b, frownlng future—three troubles.
with _ diffieult  school
S she cannot get, & faco that i3 not
as attractive as some of her schoolmatés'’, a
prospect that through Lmrd times she must
quit school before she graduates—thres trou-
bies. Thers is an suthor, his manuseript re-
jeeted, his power of originationin decadence,
8 numbness in forefinger and thumb, which
ons r;tgamlystsathree troubise. There
porte)

r of fine tAste sent to roport

URilehT ~instead of ah oratol h‘el copy
‘he hands in rejected because the paper
is full, & mother to support on small
income—three troubler. I could march
right off these seats and across this platform.
if they would romo at my eall. 500 people

is a matden

xers of gl jo¥:
Christ landed in our world not in the month
of May. but in the stormy month of Decem-
ber, to show that we might have Christ io
winter weather and on a Snowy day.

Notice everything down in the pit that
Snewy-day depended upon Benaiah's wedpon.
| There was as much strength in one muscle of

nonarrival of the ocean steamer Gascogne.
Overdue for eight days, many had given her
up as lost, and the most hopeful were
very anxious. The cyclonss, whose play

that Hon as in all the miiscTes of both arms of
Benaiah. It isthe strongest of beasts, and
has been kmown to ecarry off am ox. Its
tongue is so rough that it acts as a rasp
‘tearing off the flesh in licks. The two great
canines at each side of the mouth make es-
cape jmpossible for anything it has once
3oized. "Yet Benaiah ']')nts his  heel on
the neck of thia ¢k f—beagts

us more of the best shipping.” The Norman-

die came in on the same track the Gascogne

was to travel, and it had not seen her.  The

Teutonic, saved almost by the supsrhuman

efforts of captain and erow, came in and had

heard no gun of digtress from that missing
"

Was it a dagger? Wasit a javelin? Was it a
knife? I cannot tell, but everything de-
-pended. on it. But for that Benstah’s- body-
under one erunch of the monster would have
been left limp and tumbled in the snow.
And when you aund I go into the fight with
‘temptation, I we have not the Fight kind of
Sveapon. Instead of our slaying the lion the
lion will slay us. The sword of the Spirit!
Nothing in earth or hell can stand before that.
Victory with that, or no vietory atall, By
. that T mean prayer to God, confldence in His
resoulng power, saving grace, ulmighty de-
liverance. I'do not care what you eull it. I
call it “aword of the Spirit.” And if the
i{ons of all the jungles of perdition should at ]
once spring upon vour soul by that ‘weapon
of heavenly metal you can thrust them ba~k
and cut them down, and stab them- through
and leave them powerless at your feet. Your
£ood resolution wielded azainst the powers
which assault you is a toy pistol against an
Armstrong gun:is s penknife held out against
the brandished sabers of & Heintzelman’s
[-eavAlry THEIRY. GO Tito the fight agalnst
sin on your own atrength, and the result will
be the hot breath of the Hon in Your binnched
face, and his front paws one on each lung.
Alas! for the man not fully armed down in
tu}}:nfl( ona snowy day, and before him a

ing hands on both continents, and tears

L days. W -
happened and  talked of the City of
Boston as never lheard of afier sailing, and
the steamship President, on which the brill-
iant Cookmaan salled, mever reported and
nuver to be heard of again until the time
when the sea gives up its dsad. But at last,
under most powerful glass at Fire lsland, a
ship was seen limping this way over the
waters, Then we all began to hope that it
might be the missing French liner, Three
hours of tedious and agonizing waliting aand
two contingnts in suspense. When will the
aveglasses at Fire Island make revelation of
this awful mystery of the s> There it is!
Ha, ha! The Gascogne! Quick! Wire the
news to the eity! Swing the flags out on the
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3he's safe!™ are the words cnught up and
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throu¥h all our delighted homes and theill-
ing all the telographic wires of the continent
and all the cables uader the sea, and the
huzza on the whart hs the gangplanks were
swung out for disembarkation was a_snall
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ocooked, dropped off in large fragments.
At length he was got into &n ambu-
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15,000 MINERS IN DISTRESS.,

Futurc Prospects Look Very Dis.
couraging tor Them.

Columbus, O., Feb. 23.—The commis-
sion appointed at the instance of Gov.
| McKinley by the boards of trade and |
chambers of commerce of Cincinnati,
| Cleveland,..Columbus,. .and -Toledo, . to
make an officlal investigation. ot the
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has discoverad some staytling facts.

In“the localities so far visited the
commission has discovered that each
miner last year earned ‘only from $75
to $125, largely because of the great
national strike and that by working
regularly they could have earned from
32 to $3 every day.

In reference to the nationality of the
miners, it has been learned that in
Nelsonville they are almost entirely
American and English; in Shawnee the
majority are Welsh; in Buckingham,
they are largely German., and In
Straitasville tl}ey are pretty evenly dis-
tributed amoang the IEnglish, Welsh,
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gﬂnkol’ all classes, and, it is t
leared, by all classes it is abusec
thesame fashion. The grand d
and the charwoman both find 8o
in the teacup, and both turn t
nther too. frequently.. The vol
oftea consumption has steadily
‘ereased Withi-the 16117 of thie Pric
ts, and now thet it is within r¢
ofeven the poorest it is no loi
s luxury but a necessity of Eng
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Afternoon  tea is the most
¢hangeable of social functions in ]
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¥hich is our insular delight.
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