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The following beautifal talented,
and  gifted poem, though very far
from being.the beat, Is from ke pen
of thqlate gifted, nnd deeply lament-
ted povtess, Avtce Caner. ' Her
mcupiy will tong be toved and cher-
ishef by all the lovers of the sublime
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OF the gl pve Mag.

mankind, and iustanced Limsclf as a
atriking oxample of the fate of thy
men who, according to all the rules o
Tight, ought to be near the top. instesé
of at the foot of the lndder of furtune,
But, eaid lie, springing to Lis fect with
impabiive cnergy, I have now the
Weuns at my eomm:

1 of rising supe-
vior 10 fate, or of inflicting fucaloula-
ble ills upon the whole humian race,
Lo king at Lim closely, I thong
cauld detectin s eye
madness;

t 1
tam of

e
ot I remained
awaited furtlier developemente.  Bue
my serutiny, stolen, a8 it was, he led
deteeted, and be replicd at onee to the
expression of my face. No sir, T
neither dennk nor o maniae; Tam in
deep er nestin all thet Lsay; and T ani
fully prejarcd by actual experiunnt,
to demcnstrate beyoud all deubt the
Geslh of wll T eliim, ’
Forthe fiest time T noviced that he
carried n small portmanteau in his
hand; this bie placed upon (he tible,
uulocked it, and toek eut tewoor thece
sall volumis, o pamphlet or
and a g
al, Lermati . i«
T watcliod i with profound. euri|
osity, and tock note of his r!i&]mvni
movoments. [Taiieg d Lig
Dooks to suit bim el 1l
in aeanspicions pesition, he |
lis ehatie very closely o my own, 'un!‘
ulluul ina lrnl Jt

ut and

two,

tents of (hat Lot
it i v e i th

o tere)

s by eve-|
et of the globe.™)
g 1 the u-‘
ex &, ey
cited o faint smile upon n., ips, \\l»ld:‘
he observed, but deelived Ly notice.
My mind was fully made ap et 1
Lad & mundne to deal with, and E pre-
prredto net aecordingly.  Dat I ase
eerained at onte 1has my i
thonghis were read by the remar
man before me, ned secmed 10 be an

“T¥hesoever.”
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o this eaption there Do becn

frerently publisted n the Ssoromeao

Union, a sratewent made by Leonidas
| Pasker efore his death,

T s to the purpert that 'a man nam-

ed Gregory Summerfield vicited Tex-

2 while Tarker wa- a mere boy,
Land Lo often eaw bim with Jacpe
Wheeler, Chicf Justico of the Suprme
Coiy of Texas.  Sammerfield
wan of great learning, lad published
‘veveral works of rend salue,
| sehioot and held thie office ¢ Judge, in
short was & man of deep 10soar
[ extensive learuing, Ile went to &
| Francivco in 1870, acd one day he
“od st the ofice of My. Parker end re-
quested o private interview, Darkes
it bis statement then says :

He followed we into my back office,
cnn.-('ully closed the door after him and
Utacked it We had scarcely seated

was a

tanglit

v,

ape,” sl T, M.
feld, you would eblige me L
ing me fully of the provvds of yous
i, and ke Lature of gonr

informe.

hat is the alject of my visit," he
1 claim to have discaver
the kvy which unlocks the constitie

sresof water, nnd ceparntescach

Trom the conbrave of the other at o
stugle tanch.”

“You waean tonssew,” I rejoined,
“kat yoa can make water burn its

up

l“N(nll.ing tiore or less,” Le responds
wyon the
consequences of the seevet, If my
mud ke not at once complied with.!

Then, without pausing for a mo-
ment to allow me {0 minke a suggesi-
ion, as L cueo or twice attempted to

al,

“exevyt this—to

&

erute umunner in there wonls :

T ueed vt infosm yow, sir, that
whe this vl wos crented, it cons
ed whelly of vapes, which by conden-
Gnaliy bocame water. The
now occupy more than two-
(inds of tho entive surfuce of the
globy, which no one Coubts,—
Lands in the

sationy

vecuns

whole
The con

where aceachound, aud the hyerbor: an
uosth iy Liemmend in by open polar
Such is my i
My second vmbraces the ¢ nstiiuents

eay,

which we call water,
royal quewn of alt the seienees,
readily.  Water is but the combina-
tion of 1wo gasses, oxypen and  hyaro
anidin e proportion of cight te

Chiemistry that
wors

g

water, take ¢iglt parts of oxygea and
one of hydrogen, mix (hem together.
d the result or preduct s water,—

ourselves bafore he inquired of me <if
T iad uoticed any recunt articles iu the
newspapers Tespecting e discovery
of the act of decomposing water as 1o
fiit for use, a3 m fucl for ordinary
uses ¢

T replicd that T had ebsored noth-
ing ew upen the subject since the ex-
periments of A gassizand Profesor fen-
ry,ard added that in my epinion the
cxpensive mode of reduction would al
“wags prevent its use.

Inafow words he then mfurmcd
me that ke had made the discoverv
tLat the art was extremely simple, and
the expense attending the decomposi-
ticnla slight a8 to be insignificnnt.

Presuming then the object of his
object of his viat lo we waus to procuse
the necassary forms to get’ out a pas
tant for the right, I congratulated Lim
upon his good fortune, and was about
t0 branch forth with a deseription of
somy of the benefits that must ensus
10 the cuminanity, when' he suddenly
and somewhat uncivilly requested me
to besilent, and listen to whot he had
to eay.

HUNT & POTIER,

o Andover, N ¥ |

He begon with somo goneral remarls
about the ineyuality of fortuns amongst

You smile, sir, Lecause, as you very
properly think, these are the elemen-
tary prineiples of science, nud nre fa
mliar to the minds” of cvery sehuol
Yes, but
what next 2 Buppese piutake the ¢
gnsses and mix them 10 any other pro-
portion, Teare not what, and tlhe in-
stantancons result iskeat,
buation of the intentest
The fawons Deammond Light, that a
fow years ogo sstonished Lurope-
what is that but the ignited Sxne of a
mixtere ¢f cxsgen and hydrogen pro~
jeeted against u small picce of lime.
What wau lavmless as water becomes
the most destructive of all kiown ob-
jeets whene decompoaed and mixed in
any other proportion.

Now suppose 3 fing the contents of|
1Yis small phial into the Pucific ocean,
what would be the result ?  Dare you
contemplato 1t for a moment? 1do
ot assert that the eutire surface of
the sea wonld instanfancously bubble
into insuffergble flame; vo, but from
the nuclens of o cirele, of which this
phial wonld bé tlie center, lurid ra
of flames would gradually sheot outs
ward, unti} the blazing circumlranee

boy twelve years of a

he drew Linwelf up to his full beight

2} God, a1 recoguize my felow-men
b

< nouthed phie ¢

most| Take a
able| less e

Summee-ocn elat i

do,die procesded in a clenr and deiib-|

woutd roll in vast billows of fire, upon | generating, and when on
Not all the | desway,must necessarily v
dripping clouds of the: deluge could [antil the waters in ali the

the uttermost shoree.

ex-inguishit. Nor all the tears of |
saints ahdangels eould for nn instant
chock its progreas. On and onwacd
it woeld sweep with the steady gate of
desting, uatil the continent would melt
with feesant heat, the atmasphere glara
with the ominous ecnflagration, and
all living erenturcs, in land and sea, ond
air perishi in one wniversal catasto
e

“Then suddenly starting to his feet,

wnd murmured solemnly, 1 fe.d fike

pigmies that T spurn beneath
my e’

SemuierGeld,” said T eulnly, “he
ome strange error in all €
sufdelud . The wrapon
m to wield i3 one that a

wiful as |

ulle that any monint m
it in flames,
Tl not Letieve
onte

aii tle thonght”

“Aud yet,” ciied he passionately,
“yeur Bible prophesics the sume ire
revér Lock at your test in 2nd |

o Peter i chapter, Tih end 81 vus:s. | erly

rot the Leavena to Lo fulded te-
cascroll 7 Are wmot the
-+ 10 melt, e etars to fult und the|
wao o into blo. 4% Iz not die

the next grand ey,
il thuigs heve L

1

umation o
oo ? Bt Tegme Tully
peepmied 0 anawer such objeotions
Your argument betrays 2 narrow mind

e esn

umseribed D its arbie, and shiliow | ‘
Tu its dvy |vﬂ.\. Tt is ile evmmon thouglt ©
of mediroeity. Yeu Liuve read booxs
teo much. and studdicd nate too it-|
te. Lot me give youa jesson tu-day
in the workmauslip of Ommpotence.
roll with ma into the lindl-
iGues of space nud let us ob-
together sume of the scener

rvs

nclpmu] by him i advavcee of their | travspivirg at this very justaul around

v A mement

g0 0 epeke of th
i ed
You tpuhke of the tun what i
globie of Rume ¥

wuzli?

hebuta

“Your argament is by no weans a
mocd one,” gaid hiey “what do we know
ol the Supreme Avchiteet of the Um-
verse or of lia dusigns?  ITo Luilds up
worlds, and be pulls them dowa; he

Kiscles suns and be extinguishes thewr,
e ixflames the comet in one poriion
of its orbit, with & heat Giat 02 buman
imagization cun eosecive of, and in aa-

iuther subjects (he sawe blazing orbte | gt

a cold, intenser than- that which jn-
vests furever tho Antartic Pule.  All
thaggre know of idim we gather from
ilis woiks. I have shown you that
11 burns other worlds'why pot this?
T lie habitable parts of cur gibe are
surrounded by. waser, and Gre you
know 14 fire in possibility,”

+Dut all this,™ 1 repli
oss, profitless speculation.”
“Noteo fust,” ho auswered.”

And

- Lthen rising, hescized 1ho small phial

and handivg it to mo requested me to
open it
Lo
datiop.
“Now gmell it.”
I did so.
“What oder do you [recet
Lot 1 replied.

fess I did so with somo trepi-

uin,”
familiar with the chicf characteristicof
that sulatance. It ignites fustantly
when brotght in contact with v
Within that little globule: of po
I have imbeded a pill of my own c
position nud discovery, The moment
it is liberated from tho potassium it

ove. Tu other words, v order 1 forn | commenees the -worke decomposing {the [reseription,

th fluld on which Tt fleals. The po-
inm at enee ignites the likeratcd
oxygen and the conflagration of (his
mighty globe is began.

“Yes sail I, “Legun of you please
[ bat your livle pill will econ evegar
{ates or stuks, or walta in the surrcuud-
fng scus, avd your cunﬁ.émxion enids
Just where it Legon.

My reply to that suzgestion could
Be mude at onee by simply teslmn the
experiment on a smail seple, or a
rge ooe cither. But Ipreferat pres
sent to relute your proposition by an
arsument drawn from nature Lers:
1f you correerly remember the frat
time Uhad the pleasure of seclug yon
was on the islsrd of Galdeston many
years ago. Do you rémpmber relar-
ing to me at that Gme an incident
concerning the effcets of a prairie on
fire: that you had youreelt 'witncased
but afew days previously pear the
town of Maragorde.

& T recolluct the event.”

, the pillule in that phial is
the spark, the oceans are he prairies,
and the oxygen the the fucl upon
which tlie five 10 i fecd until 1hoglobe
pecishes in inextiaguishable flines.—
The clementary substances in that
recreate themselves; they are sck-

=W

i &

Jbmilding on firct?

and Tow

“is pure, |"

“0f course,’ e adided. “Tou are

or,

i that Semme f

fairly an
eep onward
jeas ArS eX:
bussted, Theve is, hizwevar, one groat
diffierence Letwecn the byroing of &
prair'e and (he combustion 6f an oeedn]
the fire nt first epreads slowly, lor the
facl is difficult to ignite; in the last,

it flies with the rapidity off the wind,
for the substance is oxyaeh, and the

wash stand in the correr ofl the apari-
ment, and drawing a bowl'of Spring
Valley water, 1 urned to Summerfield
and remarited, ., Worda are empty, the
are ide 1, Lt faets dre things.”
“L1ako youat yonr word” 83 says
na, bt approsched the bowl; empried
it of wine-tenths of its cotents, and
silanily dropg o 1 the potnssitn covered
wllie the Thel potassivm.
dnnced about the ¢d jes of the veasel.
fumiuz, hising anu blazing, a8 it al-
4, and secmed onl the point
nx, when, to my astonishment
apd sk, A sharp exp
placs, ard in asecond of time the wa:
i a red, lufid colamn

Hing, !
. lm\ed “extine
. or we shill set tho

ahenri

it the Sam
eIkl § dvorged the pnlesium inta
ilie bowl a8 you prepnend i he quis
snarked. “udie Loi'ding would
indeed lnve been conseme 1. Lower
Ll tie flickerlig famer,
pileraid paler grew e blaza, until
finaiy the fice wont oui, aid 1 rashed
ap tosee the cffves of the chbmbustion.
Not a drop of water r- muhmT in the
vessul! Astonislied beyodd nleasurs
iab whar Tl wit 1ot thrrified
aluiost tu insanity, [u] pudvhed Som-
s efiekland trewbling'y induirdd, “To
whom, sir, is this (rcunuduus seorat
krown 7 ~To myselfcloge ho Tee
spondud; “and tow answed me g ques-
tion; xsvt worth the moudy'-“""
w el
Tt is cmiruly unn(‘suén!y‘(o relate in
detail the subscquent eveuls conneets
\ed with this transaction. T will only
ald a geverad statenent, showing the
vesult of my wegotiations.  Iaving
fally eatisfied myself that
actually beld in his bards
the whole' world with its] millions of
haman beirgs, and by ,lexperiment
liaving tested the combustion of segs
waler, with equal faeility|ns fresh, T
deened it-my duty to call tho atiention
of o fuw of the prineiple then in San
Frunciseo to the extreme iportinee of
summerfchl’s discovery. |
4 lending Limker, a ishop, & chems
5 tho Siate University frofcesors, &
physician, s & judye und two Proteats
ant divines wero eelected by me te
witne's the experiment be ‘s lirgs
soule.This wus dloe at o small sands
bilkTake, near the sen-shoro, but separ
1ated fiom it by « ridge ai lofiy mouns
(aing, distani not move than ten milce
from Sau F)

the fute of

cizco.
Fserysingle drop of vJazcr in the
ool was burneil op in fiftben minntess
We next did ail thut we chuld tu paci+
fy Summerficld, and endenvared to in-
diise hine 10 lower bis prido and belag
it within the bounde of & reasonable
He bé.
gon to grow nrgent dn Bs demands,
and bis brow wonld cloud'like & tem-
v whenever wo nppronch-
on the subjeet, Tinally, ses
that no Jersasion contd
soften his heart or toach his feelingsy
a sulisc e wus apphinted to eq~
ible tn raist the money
tcfore taking that
ined beynhd a doubt,
i M wos thy eale custes
dian of this seeret, ond that he kept
o written memonal of ths formul of
e cden wort 50
fur 8 to oflcy vs a penal bord that
his eceret should nerishiwith bim in
ease we com) Yed witl hid demands,

| deavor if 1o
Ly enlseripting.
step, we

The sul--ommittee sooh.commenced
work among-t the wealiljiest eitizens
of San Frenvisco, end by hppealing io
the terrors ofu fow and 1Im sympatlies
of (0 suecerded T uquuc =half the
amount within the prescribed periode
Eball never forget thel wue-begona
fuces of Calil min street
month of October. The otside world
aml the newsjapers spuke! most lewine
f | ally of 2 movey yane—alpressura ia
) Lusiness, and the diswbinee in the
New York Goid-Tiom. But to the
ivitinted thiete was an- casier solution.

wmoned Luforo the comaittee, and full
mfurmn.mn given bim of {he state of
Obdurate, bard and cruel, he
‘..m semaied.  Finally, § proposition
was g'arted that un atteragt should ba
miade 1o raisc the other balf of the mous
ey iu the City of Kew Yukk. To thif
proposal, Summerficld uliimately oon~
sedted, but with extromq reloctance.
It was agreed in comujittes that I
should accompany him thitker, and

3

a

take with me, in my pwa posses-
concluded on fourtA page.
o ikt il

dusing ‘that

of tle cnigma’ The day preceeding
the last ane, Summerfic]d was sum-




