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‘The Corner Stonn af the nqmbﬂn.

An Oration delwmd at Behmne Al»
legany County, N. ¥, by Hon, H.
Boardman Smith, of 1:lmua, July
dek, 1871,

“ Frevow Citrzens:—It is the glory
of your land that withia its barders,
from sea to gen,

- X‘Thece dwalts no castied Lotd,
Nor cabined slave,"

Here there iu no pritice, but 1he
Zen; snd there i no citizen who is
not a prinee You are the kings who
voign in the empira of fracdom. God,
grant that I tuay wisely counsel you,
with wkat justice to men, with what
obedi¢nee to God, with wlmt faith in
the eternal expediency of tke Right,
you shotild temper your reign.  This
fortune is not yours alone, [ Lvery na-
tion upon the carth bebolds you, re.
joiees in you, and locks the anchor of
ita hope in the assurcd rock of your
Success.

Like mastersbiders, thes, whase

ifice of freedom, shall we tnke np the
question which the hour cuggests:—
what are the fovadntion stcnes of onr

1 will not enrry the argutent back
to tho reformation of Mifiin Luther,
nor discuss (he question whetber civil
hberty grows inevitably from tbe roof
of liberty of coneclence; whether king:

eraft and priest-oraft, Ly any law of

necessity, stand or {ull together, Nor
bave we time to dwell upon the ques:
tion, which i3 nearer to Y purpose,
of the ministry in 1he eivil offuirs of
nations, of a freo Bille,

History proves thiat sometow or othn
er a froe Bible s always byen yeasty
of revolution—something wo hot for
despots that they have never deemed
itn good thing fo have in the louse,
Reoan says Jtis e Gernian ubiver-
s thut conguer in battle; but a free
Bible is the architcet of universitics.
The saying of Father Hyacinthe is
more dircet; (hat Germany iy great,
and strong and frce, and her citizen
zivd on whatever ficld,
fight with the needle
|l\cy ﬁglll “with {es-
Tt

Not beginning, then, where the firsl
tracks of liberty may be traced, it wal
Gad's foreordination that blew the wind
whicl brouglht the Puritans 1o Ply-
mouth Rucks  Liberty las mever
thriven Yenenth seany ekiems  The
place of her matisity i in the moun-
tains, nnd on sterile soil. The ark of
human liberties was with that Jitle
band of pilgrims, and they were “cast
wpon the rocks, and suckled with the
she wolf's teat,” in order that the pio-
neers of freedom should bé piade tough
—fit for their work: 8o, through the
retoluion and in the warof the rebel-
lion, this natjoo, atill young, has been
trained up for business—a Lberly rears
ed to Just, eten oy the Goddess. inthe
o'd mythology, mada her pupil immor-
1al by feading lim with divine milk by
day, and buryicg Lim in the fire at
night,

Boston

pher:

grova

to some

wﬂe& at, ay

burber,

y the plummet,

the ones that thrive,
beginning, and then never touch the
underpivning,
In this wny, the scntiment of j jus-
tico in the human leat came {o the |
bedsrock of the Republic:
Buman heart is kingdom that eannot
be moved! Ttis only time, lowever,
that sets the mortar of human wisdom,
and all history has proved that endurs
ing governments are not made; they

peoples

stitation  grown,

‘glittering generalities.”|
But ideas, bowever nicknatied, whithy
take hold of tho conncishees of the,
people, have alwaya ritled, and will al-
ways Tule, the fortunes of men.
was an iCea that led to the Reforma.
tion, e wae the ides,of state tights
whichled to the war of the rebellion,
1t was an fdea that made a teapot of
And Catlyle well
says that in the Sret. revolution the
French uation guiltotined a whole gen-
eration to 'make room for sin idea!
The aichitects of the Republic sought
to lay ita foundativn atones upon Ihe
ecntiment of oternal juetice in the hu.
mag beart: come closer to the thpught
of persotil Justice, and that, to rear
the superstructure of hurmn liverty,
They adopted the
a'atesmanship of a humorous philoso-
éFolks that work through are
Bu'ld sure in the

And

The boasted eonstitution of England,
never writtea, has grown Uip by kingly
concessions from time to time, by pre-
cedents.  So has our own government;
20 has our constitution grown, eince,
for,instance, tho time;.when it was
doulted; whether the government had
power lo coerce a rebel State, and
grown, too, it must be oonceded, for

prido or shame, by construction, by
mecedent, almost out of recollection,
8o, 10, hins the don-l
by smendment,—
Thought » complete thing at first, it
bas becn patched, by amendment, fif
teen times!

There is aometling in Seripture, }

if iy q nol, g0 19 (he waods s0d eut
attaighter stake. Your dechsion wili
be ngh. The vaice of the people is
the voieo of God,

Already havel tho pedplo of 'l par-
ties apol\en, demanding that the newly
made titizons of the Republic shall be
left where they are; and that no at
tempt be mnde to put chickens, that
are hatebed and have pecped, (hat have
eaten some ¢arn aed angleworess, back
iato the ghelt

Tellow citizens: Ta it not the feeble
approach which the theory of onr gav
ernment makes, to God’s de

1

public whish b perishid’ i Uisaey,
carry &ll its eggs in on Imliee, the
cupits], whick can any day'be iokitt
by a mob, Indeed, the nlon fs'bo
strong and aelf—rv.-pnung, bt thére'ls
alweyn one political party,the oppbils
tion, which believes thiat. fike's turtle,
it would nasigate, till the| next oleo,
ticn av least, with .1s hend| off, better
then with it o Nor is 3t pdmible;
with our churches, and [press ~ghd
schools, that the nation shafl perish'Yes
caase tho people shall deciy ; net that
the peoplo themselves shalllever Wish

Justice, which bas i our past listory,
commended us to God's favor.
His graud purposes in hiding thia
virgin continent for s0 many ages be
hind the teas, are being fast revealed
in the evolving destiny of the Great
Republic!
By sight, it not by faith, let us come
10 know, and give kim the honor of (he
acknowledgement, that in our post, our
present and ovr foture,
“IThe God of David etill
Guldes the pebhlo atkinwhi

I knew an atheist, of high inlellis
genee, converted to implicit faith in
God, by the imexorable logic of the
events of tha rocent war.  No atten-
tive ear, it seémato me, ean bave failed
to liear. with the staggering klows the
nation lias oflen received, the “ring of
God's an¥i),” tempesing the Learts of
1hia peopde to a higher faith, in the ox-
ediency of the right.

*Twas simple fuith in the divine ap-
pointment of our destiny, which bas
catvied vs through many a national eris
sie, when the hour was supreme—
And 1 Yeg you to remember, and tench
it to your children, that inthe ragged-
et hour 1 all our bistary, when Gov.
Yates sent to President Lincoln a dis-
pateh, which was only the nation® s ery
of despair, it was De faith of (hat mar-
tyred Seer of Liberty, which hold this
fuint and bleeding people manfully
up to their, desperate work, and which
was uttered fitly for & juking propliet,

e |

believe, ngainst putting  picee of new |
cloth iato an old garment, leat the rent
te made worae.  Tut whether this
work has been wise tailoring, or not,
T guess nubody duubts, that cither the

13th, 141h, or 15(h patch, was a big.|*

beman governmonta are of God.

m that memorable answer:
“Hold on, Dick, and sco tha o

vation of the Lond I
1t is Holy Writ which teacles that
"Tis
imple atheism to assert that God inkes

carnest

tion,

Tneed not argue to ‘prove 1o you
that New England character, like New
England bills, iz slow to rear and some:
what obdurafe to stand; that in gov-
ernmeatal affuirs it loves (he anddie,
and is somewhat hard (o Le suhorsed;

1 dhat a rorth-east storrn, in revolution,
in religion or in politics, which' biows

from New England, is very much like
& now storm from 1he same direction
—¥ou get more than you want, . Nor,
T take ity will T need to prove by or-
gument anywhere in thid couniry, that
a colanized Yankee lings to bis carly
faith, just ss 0 transpurted sen-Cog liogs
to hie cuke of ice. Like a convinced
Seotehman he ia *‘uf (he same opinion
sill,”

Aud whev, i cver, our ship of state,
freighted with tbe world's libertics,
shall drag ils anclior paross the conti-
nent, and lock its lust fluke into the
gravite heart of New England, that
will hold liie the promine of God]
With this New England fealty to
freedom vied the other colonier; and
the futhers, like wite builders, -dug
daep for the hard-pan, anq in the Dec-
lafaiion. of Independencs, laid the foun-
dationslaf tho Republis upon the Per-
sonal Riglnu of the Citizen. !

(ﬂlypml world, ia equally maoifeat in
9 thie adcinl Bistory of the race.

“T'was only the centiries, that bad
| avoteed taosa tiutbs, so lﬁremibna and
scemingly'se simple to e, that, human |
governmenté ave for-the. banefiv of the
' ruled, nog of the. rulers; that they “de-
1ive their just powers from the consent
of the gaverned,” anil “are’ fusituted
| to.9r0mre th sighte of 1t nben ond |
tha pitrptit of happines o
heir” foundations shyuld be Yuld onf
gl prinidiples as‘wil) effect the eafhty,
and hppmeu of the peoplo.” I

ten, mwﬁ‘mopw ,p;ad

EUNT & POTTER, |

wate anover, ® ¥

’v:v,‘

The Taw of progréss, wanifest in the | .

grows.

tight,

it froft b,
The CUnsm

congratulation,
amendmenta are accepted, by all po
luical partiea in the country.
said that in Egypt, the railtoad engi-
neers back up and Joad the tenders of
their Jocomotives with the dry mum-
wies of the catacombs for fuel.
from this time, will we, of all political
partics; fellow citizens, make the dead
and dry issucs of the past give to our
country only new speed of progress,
and engage in genorous and glorious
tivalries for freedom,
Tt was the leaven of liberty in the
commiitation, which hns purged il
constitution by a sort of self purifica-
There i3 no . risan sentiment
in the burning words:
A1 et lnett O, Stars and Stilgent
Touched in your bleth by fraedom's flsine,

Your p...-u,n.g lightning. wipes,
ory, Ite ssme "

It is malter for
that " ihese

The timothy La!

your.national woalth for him ;
docen Lis taxse, educates his childsen,
and makes bia proaperity and tle pros
perity of.the government identical.

See to it that your rulers underatand
that the true glory of & nation is only
in the intelligence, the virtue and the|
bappiness-of ite penple.
And seo 10 it that they hew to that
[Tise. - Stato-soserelgnty ls dexr t5 ys,] tiaw made 8 hamogeneous people,
only because we Judge it protects the

righis of the pwple. 1 biae beons n|
diffiout

ger thing than the original joh.
the time is lard Ly when we shall
adent the IGth amendmenti—if the
Idics con satisfy us, that 2 patch of
® | culico won't tear a wool eonstitution.

Fellow Citizenss

ion of the Union, like
tbe conatitution of & child, has out.
grown ita weaknesa.
run ont the June graes!

Ta goveriinents, a8 in ereryt}nu&
clse in nature, it is the germ thit

Tict that gorm be freedom, and ihi
overshadowug trée of Llerty, which
shall come of it in the surs and sterms
of the centuries, shall shelter the mnF
Tiona of our peoaple aud drop ita Jeuves, | (M€Y bad clothed “’dg""”“"'; that
for 1ho healing of tho mations! Noi | *%¢ #ll waol, and made, vat divin-
only on its boughs shall hang bells, | IS At every freside, but unwisely eot

laiming liberty throughout the| 0PIy onthe domes of great cdifices, nnd
pruciaming Y left out in the wet, an “unprotee'ed fe-
sarth but they bl bo peopled, witks | % 051 4 (ke mel n unproiec ed -
hovoring ngel, coming searer unto| WAe b, diemed wp n calic, o
men, and ita ilver Jeaves shall shim. |then audaciously sat up wirh ber.
mer with the dawning of millennial("
Then tie your government to a
stiffstake and let it grow.
in the way that cherishes the citizen) have a long epoon.”
that gives him good wages, ond a com-
fortable home ; that saves the hnmej
steads of your public domain, and all

Let it gro

no stock ia (he prospesity and perpe-
tuity of a goveroment, whose preroga-
tives are oaly naed in guarding the
personal rights of ali men. It issim-
ply saying that God tekes no interest
in the disperirstion of God’s Justice,
among men.

Look now, fellow citizens, awl sce
if a davger bas ever (hreateved (he
perpeteity of 1be Unioa, which has not
sprung, proximately, or very closely,
from some departure from pereonal
justice in the government of the coun-
50 1r. Wo give all hovor 1o the proph-
et statesman who laid upen this rock,
of the peraonal righta ot the citizen,
the foundations of the Republic; Wise.
Iy as they knew, tbey builded; they
builded, evea better than they koew,
Nevertheless, they departed at the be.
ginning, frem the principles of the
Declaration.  Rejecting the disine
right of Kinga, they did not compre-
hend in their foll foviolability, the di-
vine rights of the people. In the rec-
cgnitlon of slavery, they yoked fogeth-
er 1 the Constitution, antngoviatic]
principles, counter-forces thht would
not pull togetler. They saw it them-
L selves;so history fecords; but they hop-

ed for tie gradual oxtirpation’of slavery
But then, s ever, in esmpromises be
tween the right and tho' wrong, the
Devil got the best of it.  While they
alept ia security, he hovered over the
South, sowing, wot tares, bit colton
seed.

Even the Goddess of Liberty, whom

And

Tt is

The sequel proved that it is truo for
oddosses, as for other people, that
“lio that sups with the devi, needs lo

. Fellowsoitizens: YIas any onc of us
fuith enough and grasp enongh tatske
in the grand dostiny of this Empire of

that rel| Freedom? .

Al !hongm(ul men bave studiod
much upon the decay of empire. Time
fwils me, but it is demonstrable, that
| our goverament, bounded by tha seas,
cAn never perish by foreign conquest.
Tt enmnot. be- divided, -whils the late
elfort to divide if; remaines in the
oiemory of men, and. hecauze ‘we nir;
it

no North, o Sousl, no Enst, no
| A gevernment where 4l yeligions are
fise; caumot petish by.u roligious war.]

grave

;| ablo sleove” my tongie [}

to I tidmints~
tered only for the protestion  of “the
Tights of the people ; wor that ‘beloag<
ing, a8 every citizen does, to the reigu-
ing family, he shall cver {vishto ab-
dicate his throne.  If, tadp, this na«
tion is to perish, it must pexish in some
way without precedent in bistory, and
@hich human wisdon caonot predists
Fullow citizens : Does not this day
bring back to you, the yet in “orgotten
fnces of tlic canonized ‘dead?  How,
only sesterday, with tendet tears and
lnsty proyers, did you follow fthe
bloody marches of the 234, 27th, 84th,
671b, 851h, 934, 136th, T4lst; 189l
N. Y. Infantiy, of the lst| | Deagoone,
the 5th ealvary, the Tra Harris Light
Cavalry, and wateh the amdky of tha
siege which bid from sight 'your loved
ones in the 4th and 181h Heavy Artil-
lery? Alis! bow wang of thets
brave boys do not yet re!urn 1hough
the cheeks of waiting children still
press the window pane ! | Where is
the heart sout enongh to call the muss
ter-roll ?

Not for militsry glory, h&u becanes
they loved liberjy, nnd the Union 3
did thoy go to gather intol their gen.
erous  bosoms, the bulléta. of gar
cnemics ! i

“0n ield and redoudt, ‘|
They wero masto.ed out
And suetered Into eterngl 1fo ¥

How many an acre of our wide o«
roain is made te-day by thejr conseora-
ted ashes, the God's acre bf liberty |

And how does the silent eloquence of
their tongues, still in death, plead with
usto guard well the liberties thay
have saved; -0 make (hm uniof! &
Union of Lears as well as! of hands,
by makieg security for the! future oor
only revonge for the past. ' How, uport
every Lill and in every vafley of Al
legany county, stagd the mwonuments
of what our liberties have ¢ fost, in the
ruias of desolated homes | No ho-

mas hund ean build them anew; hué
¥you can grace them, fellow citizens;
withi the ivy of a gmmdde forever’
green ! Tiow many o pale face widow
<an you count among you  for whort
God lias no mercy, which mhe eovets
s030uch, as the merey he denies her
—the liberty to sleep besids, her un-
ehiouded loved and lost, i some na-
maked grave in the Pefinsuls, the
Valley of the Shevandoad, on the
march to the sea, at Plymoulb Ball
Run. Beven Pines, Mahem Hin,
Chancellorsyille, Rusacea, Pelch Tres
Creck, snffolk, the ledcmesn, Cold
Lincber, Winchestor, (‘um Creek, or
same other batile field orths war, or.
Oh!6God ! at Ande:eanvxlle 1
Hope epringa cternsl, in nlI hamar
hieatts, but hers ;

“Tler enyl ehall weep,

Wile memory ives,

From wounde that siak 'o dsep,

No haman hand relloves]

There car be no legislatidn that, for
her can “lighten the taxes, until, by
the merciful kand of death gho, too, is
mestered oot ; and to hor, 4las, Hink
God, at Jeast, at Iest, this crucl war is-
over !

I recall & gifted; beautjful
wife of n private of one of
ments 1 have named, who was borne
down with lonetiness and anxiefy dun
til; at last, “the bow! was |broken at
the cistern, and the pitcher |broken at
the fountain.” I have read the lettor,
which she wrote lo her hugband, ths
day lpfere she died, telling bim tor

{

tmd loving

some historizn, who shall 81
the truth, that the Lovar

the conutry, who speut their
cheering men to the front,
nights in tears over their:
liomes” paid NORE THAN BAY
it cost o save the Union,
* Mz, President aud Mr. N
1 would faln flay upo your
ohaplet of laurels; but as I
your eloguont sears, sud thaj

thoso awift hours of our ‘nati¢
at. Pory: Republic and.; Py

g I
- By amnol #rish by, mlll(ll‘,\wllll)l‘pﬁ Creok, asion hulf & dogant,
l::;?::nb:;:: ic:ul:mfn:‘“t‘;:u“’:ﬂg i . happeit what will ¢o the imx milud yvnlb,.th'.nfl
5 differ, whether the thove tydoral snarohy; the onlp f beart, the ol 5
:::::;n;f ::u: ;v;:smunu tronalﬂnq etappin aiotid fo she: umrpdr, caw| the lm;:t o hi-wkwm‘ ﬁb’“!“'{;
somewhnt, pcvh-pr, upon eur otiqny fullow 3 MI:;IIH NPl ..d ’;“.mm
lto‘ : 2 ! derd, are qury,. . Kopdowed spumeives
sl e "‘“mum, diquiet and. ve- | lost, udwom.:::ﬂ:‘m::;
" Iabors. A grasetol siafiol sear.
y{ Hias deed In all slalib s ob ondis own botlons' - Gur .
;uu»mm*muw" #?-Q;MMMIM Wko. oy ves]. . foonoiwind.on frrth:pilge B

56 regie: -

keep lis courage up that |the baby
and she were woll.  Waa ndt her neul
shriven of the lie, as ahe wdnded her
swht way to the presence of] God 3 %
pure apirit, self-robed for the altar of
Ler country 1 -
Ob! may God give ourj country




